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Jordanians elect 13th Parliament 


National Constitutional Party, women biggest losers 


By Jordan Times 
Staff Reporters 

AMMAN — Independents, 
mostly centrists, swept the 
results of yesterday’s gen- 
eral elections which were 
seen as a victory for 
democracy by officials and 
lacking in . representative- 
ness by the opposition that 
boycotted the polls. 

Only five candidates who 
ran on official party tickets 
woo seats in the 80-mem- 
ber Lower House. 

The much touted National 
Constitutional Party (NCP.) 
miserably lost its bid to 
become Jordan’s “party of 
the regime," as some 
observers put it. 

The party was defeated in 
eight out of ten districts in 
which it fielded candidates, 
and only two of its official 


candidates won seats. 

Women were also big 
losers in yesterday's elec- 
tions. 

None of the 17 women 
running was elected to the 
13th Parliament, which will 
usher the Kingdom into the 
21st century. 

Tfie big winners were the 
tribes, that filled half of the 
80 Lower House seats, and 
Nayef Moula in Amman's 
3rd District, who won 
against Toujan Faisal, the 
only woman deputy in the 
last Parliament. 

A hot battlefield in an 
otherwise dull campaign, 
Amman’s 3rd District wit- 
nessed the victory of Khalil 
Haddadin. secretary gener- 
al of the Jordanian Arab 
Ba’ath Socialist Party, who 
contested the Christian seat 
against prominent candi- 


dates like Jordanian Union- 
ist Democratic Party leader 
Issa Madanat and Jordanian 
Communist Party’s Emily 
Naffa'a. 

Parties representation 
appears weak in the newly 
elected Parliament. 

Six of around 30 Islamists 
who defied the Muslim 
Brotherhood’s boycott 
directive and contested the 
elections, made it to the 
dome. 

Among them, former 
Islamic Action Front (1AF) 
Deputy Abdullah Akaileh 
tTafileh) and former Mus- 
lim Brotherhood Deputy 
Mohammad Azaydeh 
l.Madaba), who were 
expelled by the Brother- 
hood for ru nnin g in the 
elections. 

The boycott of the Mus- 
lim Brotherhood and its 



Sheikh Abdullah Kouz and his wile icenirei surrounded by his daughters and daugh- 
ters-in-law on arrival at the women's polling station in the Wihdat refugee camp, 
Tuesday (Renters photo) 


political arm resulted in a 
54.4 per cent turnout, but 
some say that the rainy 
weather too may have 


some voters away from the 
polls. 

Following is a list of the 
winners in each of the 


played a part in keeping Kingdom's 21 districts: 


CONSTITUENCY 

VOTES 

PROFESSION/ 

AFFILIATION 

AMMAN: 

First District-- 
1- Rashed Al Barayseh 

4,780 

Independent 

2- Khalil Atiyefa 

4,554 

Contractor, independent 

3- Hamada Faraaneh 

3,036 

Journalist, independent 

Second District: 

I- Abdul Majid Aqtash 

3,617 

12th Parliament, Islamist 

2- Mohammad Al Kouz 

3,248 

Farmer teacher/ 
Wihdat Youth Club 

3- Mohammd Thweib 

2,806 

_ 12th Parliament, centrist 

Third District: 

1- Ali Abul Ragheb 

4,287 

12th Parliament 

2- Raad Al Bakri 

1300 

Engineer/Amman ' 
Municipality 

3- Lutfi Barghouthi 

1,042 

Businessman/ 
independent Islamist 

4- Khalil Haddadin (Christian seat) 



3.116 

12th Parliament, Baaihist 

5- Nayef Moula (Circassian seat) 



5,196 

Former ambassador. 
Centrist 

Fourth District: 
1-BirjesAlHadid 

9,763 

Retired army officer, 
independent 

2- Hamad Abu Zeid 

4,465 

Independent 

Fifth District: 

1 - Mohammad A Hdeib 

3.000 

Physician, independent 

2- Ahmad OwiediAbbadi 2,778 

1 1th Parliament, 



independent 

3- Ahmad Al Ajaimeh 

2307 


4-Assaf Al Assaf 

2305 

Independent 

5- Munir Sobar (Circassian seal) 

former minister. 


1.969 

12th Parliament 

Madaba: 



1- Mohammad Al Azaideh 3,664 

Independent, Islamist 

2- Ali Abu Rbeiha 

2,785 

engineer 

3- Nashaat Haraameh 

(Christian seat) 


2,601 

Physician, 
former Baaihist 

Jerasb: 



1- Riadh Othman 

4,335 

Jerash refugees enmp 

2- Mifieh Rubeimi 

4,192 

12tfa Parliament 



(Continued on page 7) 


44% turn out at Tuesday’s polls 


By Francesca Ciriaci 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Less than 55 
per cent (54.6 per cent) of 
voter card-holders or 
44.27 per cent of regis- 
tered voters turned out at 
yesterday’s polls to elect 
Jordan’s 13th Parliament. 

The turnout in yester- 
day’s elections was lower 
than 1993 and 1989. when 
69 and 62 per cent of card- 
holders cast their ballots, 
respectively. 

Observers attributed the 
drop to the boycott of the 
Isl amis ts, noting that the 
difference between the 
1993 and 1997 elections' 
turnouts corresponded to 
the percentage of Islamist 
deputies in the last Parlia- 
ment (17 out of 80 Lower 
House members). 

In addition to the boy- 
cott of the Muslim Broth- 
erhood, some analysts also 
blamed the increasing dis- 
enchantment of voters 
with deputies’ capabilities 
of representing their inter- 
ests for the low turnout 

Others cited increasing 
economic hardships, the 
current deadlock in the 
peace process, and even 
the heavy rains yesterday. 

A breakdown of the 
turnout in different con- 
stituencies confirmed ear- 
lier predictions that tribal 
and rural regions would 
Witness a higher interest in 
voting than densely popu- 
lated urban areas. 

The highest turnout 
172.24 per cent) was regis- 


tered in the southern con- 
stituency of Tafileh, while 
the lowest ratio of voters 
to card-holders (26.2 per 
cent) was in Amman's 2nd 
District, home to many 
Palestinian refugees and 
bedrock of the Muslim 
Brotherhood. 

Such figures confirm a 
trend already apparent in 
the 1989 and 1993 elec- 
tions. when two other tra- 
ditional constituencies, the 
Northern Bedouin District 
and the Ma'an Gover- 
norate saw the highest 
rumour, respectively. 

In Zarqa, an industrial 
city where people have 
complained of lack of 
public services and poor 
infrastructure, only 29 per 
cent of registered voters 
cast their ballots. 

Balqa and Irbid wit- 
nessed a higher turnout, 
both with 57 per cent of 
card-holders casting their 
ballots. 

Counting procedures 
started shortly after voting 
stations closed at 7 p.m- 

As the number of voting 
centres (3,689) was signif- 
icantly higher than in the 
two fast elections (1,159 
and 1,109 in 1993 and 
1989 respectively), the 
authorities did not consid- 
er extending voting time in 
some remote areas, a deci- 
sion made in previous 
elections. 

Voters went to the polls 
from 7 a-m. until 7 p.m., 
and officials at the Min- 
istry of Interior said voting 
went smoothly in all 21 


districts of the Kingdom. 

However, some clashes 
fuelled by tribal disputes 
were unofficially reported 
in some traditional areas. 

The three-week cam- 
paign period, which start- 
ed October 14, was trou- 
bled by widespread claims 
of election fraud and 
emergency measures by 
the government to correct 
irregularities. 

The official spokesper- 
son for the elections, 
Mazen Armouti, was 
appointed one week 
before the polls with the 
task of “projecting Jor- 
dan’s true democratic 
image." 

Measures by the govern- 
ment included the cancel- 
lation of 120,000 repeated 
and dead people’s names 
from the original voting 
lists of over 1.9 million. 

Fifteen candidates run- 
ning in Amman's 1st and 
5th Districts were sum- 
moned by the authorities 
under charges of election 
fraud: 4 were arrested and 
1 1 referred to the prosecu- 
tor general for collecting 
hundreds of voting cards 
with forged power of 
attorney documents. 

Dr. Armouti told 
reporters that “it is better 
late than never” but inde- 
pendent observers and 
opposition candidates 
described the measures as 
inadequate and insisted 
the 13th Parliament's cre- 
dentials are not as immac- 
ulate as they should be. 


Apathy, weather 
keep voters away 

By Ghalia Alul, Fairouz Abu-Ghazaleh 
and Alia Shukri Hamzeh 

Jordan Times Staff Reporters 

THERE WAS nothing extraordinary about the long-await- 
ed election day. But the gloomy weather and heavy rains 
were an added incentive for many reluctant voters to stay 
away from the polls and enjoy the day off away from what 
some thought was a “useless process.’’ 

T don’t believe in anyone. When candidates sit on the 
seat, they forget the promises they made to the people," a 
26-year-old resident of the Third District said Tuesday. 

A Zarqa shopkeeper agreed, preferring to tend his shop 
rather than “wasting time” casting his vote. 

“Candidates only think about getting famous, their 
promises mean nothing because they are never fulfilled” 
be said. 

Optimists, however, preferred to exercise their national 
right hoping their votes would help “worthy” candidates 
secure a seat in the upcoming Parliament. 

A 32-year-old Zarqa resident said people should have 
faith in the election process. 

"I gave my vote to an educated contestant who I think is 
aware of our needs and concerns." she said 

Mazyounah, a 65-year-old woman, dad in a traditional 
embroidered dress, cast her vote “because it is a right and 
it is a national duty, and not a manifestation of one's confi- 
dence in the upcoming Parliament.” 

“The last Parliament did very little and this one will not 
do much.” she said. 

On the other hand younger voters were more hopeful 
that the new House would make a difference. 

“I hope this new Parliament will improve my life, I don’t 
want a parliament that only talks. I want a parliament that 
can do things for the people and address their concerns." a 
25-year-old woman said 

Despite the enthusiasm expressed by some, the country 
witnessed a poor voter turnout of 54 per cent; significantly 
lower than the 62 and 68 per cent in 1989 and 1993 elec- 
tions. 

The densely populated Zarqa govemorate and Amman’s 
less affluent Second District, witnessed the lowest turnout 
in yesterday’s polls, with an overall percentage of 29 each. 


(Continued on page 7l 



His Majesty King Hussein talks to journalists during a press conference at the elec- 
tion press centre Tuesday. Voters elected 80 members to the Lower House of Parlia- 
ment Tuesday (Photo by Yousef k Allan) ^ 


King: People have great 


duty in 

AMMAN (J.T.) — His 
Majesty King Hussein on 
Tuesday said that the major- 
ity of the Jordanian people 
have exercised their right in 
determining their future by 
casting their votes in the 
national elections. 

“I believe Jordan will 
remain very strong when its 
people feel that they have a 
great duty and that they 
share die responsibility of 
shaping the future of their 
country," the King said in 
remarks to reporters at the 
press centre set up to moni- 
tor the elections process. 

Warning that challenges 
and dangers are great, the 
King stressed that “it is our 
duty to counter these chal- 
lenges and dangers m the 
future.” 

The King emphasised that 
the parliamentary elections 
this year were the fairest 
elections so far in the coun- 
try, noting that “it is not the 
end of the road, as we have a 
great deal to do in the future, 
to learn from our experi- 
ences, to improve our lives 
as best as we can. 

“We insist to be a model 
for those wishing to follow 
the path of democracy, and 
respect human rights, and 
ensure participation in the 
decision-making process." 

Referring to the opposition 
without naming them, the 
King said: “Several attempts 
have been made on the part 
of some groups to margin- 
alise the role of the Lower 
House. But during my visits 
and meetings with people in 
the various govern orates, I 
was reassured that there is a 
good degree of awareness 
amongst our citizens and a 
sense of responsibility. 

“1 believe these groups 
have not been successful in 
finding the tiuth about the 
country, and the level of 
awareness of its citizens, and 
that they have been through 
many experiences." 

“The people are the most 
honest and fair judge [of the 
situation] and they are the 
power that will build this 
country” the King said. 

Responding to questions 
from journalists. King Hus- 
sein said that even in 
advanced democracies peo- 
ple tend not to fully partici- 
pate in the election process. 

Responding to a question 
on whether the next govern- 
ment will include deputies, 
the King said that any sepa- 
ration between the executive 
and legislative authorities 
will depend on the circum- 
stances, noting that be has 
not so far taken any final 


shaping 

decision on this matter. 

However, the King said: 
“We are interested on having 
an active and influential 
Lower House, which directs 
, attention to die many con- 
cerns of the country.” 

The King said that the gov- 
ernment will play its role in 
cooperating with the House, 
adding that the two will not 
be competing with each 
other but rather complement 
each other’s work through 
meaningful dialogue. 

Responding to a question 
on future plans to change the 
present election law. King 
Hussein said the present 
elections have showed tfiat 
many things need to be reex- 
amined. The King cited as 
examples the rights of the 
Jordanians abroad to elect 
their representatives and the 
need for a mechanism to 
enable them to do so, and the 
rights of civil servants, who 
are supervising the election 
process, also to vole. 

“To address such issues, 
we will define the mecha- 
nism and means, and will do 
oub best to utilise modem 
technology to avoid any 
shortcomings and criticism 
by any citizen,” the King 
said. 

Responding to another 
question, the King said that 
those people who claim that 
the new House might pass 
decisions related to the final 
solution to the Palestinian 
problem are “sick people.” 

“Such accusations cannot 
be accepted nor tolerated by 
the Jordanian people,” King 
Hussein said, noting that the 
House is elected by the peo- 
ple and will cany out its 
duties in all integrity and in a 
responsible manner. 

“These are only attempts 
to offend this country by a 
small group which is on a 
different wavelength from 
the vast majority of the peo- 
ple,” the King added. 

On the future of democra- 
cy in Jordan, King Hussein 
said: “Jordan is continuing 
its democratic march and is 
learning from it and improv- 
ing its performance. He 
stressed that in the future, 
many ideas and views will 
crystallise, and people will 
gather around them, proba- 
bly with a lesser number of 
parlies, but with alternatives 
that will enable the citizens 
to select the best” 

On the assassination 
attempt on Hamas leader 
Khal id Misha’ al in Amman, 
in September, King Hussein 
said: “We regrettably live in 
a world where not all people 
are of the same mentality, or 


future 

have the same ethics and 
manners, or abide by the 
same standards of conduct 
“We received an apology 
. . .and promise, that no such 
acts will recur in any form in 
the future on our soil. We 
have made it clear that the 
life of this citizen is so 
important to us that we link 
the future of the peace 
process with his life.” 

On future steps to enhance 
the democratic process in 
Jordan, King Hussein said: 
“We are waiting for the 
results of the elections and 
we will then prepare for 
opening the 13th Parlia- 
ment's ordinary session in 
due time, and will continue 
along this path to strengthen 
democracy. 

On his hopes for the 
future. King Hussein said 
that he has many hopes. 

“No country can link its 
future to ODe individual, but 
collectively, leadership and 
people can work together to 
achieve something worthy of 
them, and my happiness is 
seeing Jordanians realise 
that and partake in shaping 
the future,” the King said. 

On the current situation in 
Iraq, King Hussein said he 
hoped that the situation in 
Iraq would be handled in an * 
acceptable manner, that will 
avert any new explosion. 

“I am vety concerned with 
what is happening in Iraq. 
Our concern has always 
been for the Iraqi people and 
their future and I hope that, 
somehow thai their plight 
will come to an end soon,” 
the King added. 

Asked if the newly elected 
House will contribute to any 
attempts to revitalise the 
peace process with Israel, 
King Hussein said: “The 
peace process does not hinge 
on Ionian nor on what Jor- 
dan wishes. Jordan believes 
in peace, and strives to 
achieve a just, honourable 
and comprehensive peace in 
this entire region. The 
resumption of the peace 
process depends mainly on 
whether there is a genuine 
desire at the official Israeli 
side to advance towards 
peace. This is the. problem, 
this is the ordeal, and this 
question should be 
addressed to the Israeli gov- 
ernment and the Israeli 
prime minister.” 

The King, accompanied by 
HRH Crown Prince Hassan, 
Prime Minister Abdul Sal am 
Majali and other officials, 
earlier visited the Ministry 
of Interior. 
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2 Home & Middle East News 


Blasts kill 3, wound 7 in Algeria 


ALGIERS i AFP) — Three 
civilians were killed and 
seven hurt in two blasts 
around the Algerian capital, 
one caused by a bomb and 
the other by a shell from a 
homemade mortar, several 

newspapers reported 

Tuesday. 

A homemade mortar was 
fired from a forest and hit a 
house on Monday at Ouled- 
Ali. 30 kilometres southeast 
of Algiers, killing one per- 
son and wounding four oth- 
ers. 

Two other civilians were 
killed and three injured in a 
bomb blast on Sunday night 
on a housing estate at Ain 
TagouraiL 50 kilometres 
west of the capital. 

Both explosions caused 


damage to buildings, the 
reports said. 

The Algerian army mean- 
while pursued offensives 
against Islamist extremists 
waging a bloody campaign 
against the secular regime, 
killing four armed men in 
their hideout aL Kef Lahmar 
in the Medea region. 80 
kilometres south of Algiers, 
while two other fundamen- 
talists were killed in the 
southeastern Setif region. 

The military was also 
active, according to press 
reports, in the Bainem forest 
on the outskirts of the capi- 
tal, where soldiers dynamit- 
ed a cave which had been 
used as a refuge by 
Islamists. 

The troops found two 


decomposing bodies which 
were thought likely to have 
been those of young women 
abducted some months ago 
on the hillsides of the city, 
several papers said. with the 
El Khabar daily publishing 
a frontpage photo of a skull 
and human remains 
wrapped in cloth. 

The thickly wooded 
Bainem region, once used 
for excursions by residents 
of Algiers, has become a 
base for members of one 
wing of the .Armed Islamic 
Group iGl.At. which took 
up arms against the authori- 
ties and began targetting 
civilians in 1992. 

Algeria has been in the 
grip of Islamists uprising 
since the military inter- 


vened in January 1992 to 
cancel the second round of 
general elections the now' 
outlawed Islamic Salvation 
From (FIS) was poised to 
win. 

The bloodshed has 
claimed at least 60.000 
lives, many of them those of 
civilians, according to 
Western estimates. 

Elected President Liamine 
Zeroual's army-backed gov- 
ernment has repeatedly stat- 
ed that most of the remain- 
ing violence is residual 
activity by terrorist groups. 
It last month staged local 
council elections, which 
have led to protests by- 
opposition parties alleging 
vote-ri seine. 


Israel says Israeli- Arab 
held in Palestinian jail 


South Lebanon truce panel 
meets on Israeli complaint 



OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AFP) — Israeli police 
accused the Palestinian 
National Authority Tuesday 
of illegally detaining an 
Arab- Israeli citizen and 
demanded his immediate 
release. Israel Radio report- 
ed. 

Palestinian Attorney 
General Fayez Aba Rahmeh 
said he knew nothing about 
the missing Israeli. Taissir 
Ziyada. from Ramleh near 


Tel Aviv. 

Israel Radio said Ziyada 
disappeared three months 
ago when visiting the Gaza 
Strip and police suspect he 
was detained by Force 17. 
Palestinian President Yasser 
Arafat's “presidential 
guard." 

Repeated Israeli requests 
for Zivada's release have 
gone unanswered, the radio 
said. 


Torrential rains, floods 

s 

kill seven in Syria 


DAMASCUS (AP> — 
Torrential rains and floods that 
swept much of the country' for 
the past five day’s have killed at 
least seven people, a newspa- 
per reported Tuesday. 

Hooding killed three women 
and a man in Damascus and 
severely injured a 9-year-old 
boy. One of the women died 
under the rubble of her house, 
said the daffy A1 Baath. news- " 
paper of the ruling Arab Baath 
Socialist Party. 

It said a Gve-year-old boy 
was killed in Khan AJ Sheih 
area, 25 kilometres southwest 
of the capital, where 60 houses 
and several farms were 


destroyed. 

Most seriously affected was 
AJ Raqaba province 547 kilo- 
metres northwest of Damascus 
which also was hit by a cyclone 
that killed two men and more 
than 2.000 head of livestock 
and caused widespread crop 
damage. 

The newspaper said a hail- 
stomi ■ swept -through Palmyra - 
province. 240 kilometres 
northeast of the capital causing 
damage to houses and farms. 
The paper said the hailstones 
w ere as big as eggs. 

Weather forecasts call for 
more heavy rains. 


NAQOURA (AFP) — The 
International committee moni- 
toring the ceasefire accord in 
south Lebanon met Tuesday to 
discuss an Israeli complaint 
over an alleged truce violation, 
officials said. 

The panel convened, for the 
22nd time this year, at the 
headquarters of the United 
Nations Interim Forces In 
Lebanon in the town of 
Naqouru near the Israeli bor- 
der. 

Israel had submitted a com- 
plaint to the committee that a 
Hizbollah bombardment 
Sunday in Rihan killed one 
southern Lebanese civilian and 
damaged houses. 

Hizbollah. which spearheads 
the guerrilla war to force Israel 
to withdraw from its self- 
declared “security zone " in 


south Lebanon, denied respon- 
sibility for the attack. 

A source" close to the 
Lebanese delegation said Israel 
was not entitled to file a com- 
plaint over the injury of 
Lebanese civilians — a claim 
contested by Israel which holds 
itself responsible for the safety 
of inhabitants of its "security 
zone." 

"Israel continues to complin 
over minor incidents, despite 
recommendations by the 
French and L\S. delegates to 
the committee." the source 
said. 

The panel — made up of rep- 
resentatives of France. Israel. 
Lebanon. Syria and the l\S. — 
was formed in April 1996 to 
monitor the ceasefire between 
Israel and Hizbollah. 


CANDIDATE CALLS FOR BOYCOTT; A Jordanian official monitors (right) and policemen try toseUt 
a voting card spoiled with the word “boycott' from independent candidate, Majed Majali. a blind poet contest-; 
mg a seat in AI Qassar, near Karak, at a pollirfg station on Tuesday ( AFP photo) 


Lockerbie bombing suspect claims poor health 


CAIRO (AFP) — One of rhe 
two Libyans suspected of 
organising the I9S8 bombing 
of a Pan Am flight over 
Lockerbie. Scotland, said he 
and his comrade are in poor 
health, according to an inter- 
view in an Egyptian paper 
Tuesday. 

The government daily AI 
Ahram quoted Abdul Basset 
AI Maqrihi as saying in an 
interview in Tripoli that he and 
Amin Feheimu are afraid to 
die because opponents of 
Libya might claim their gov- 
ernment remov ed them lu end 


the Lockerbie crisis. 

"My comrade Amin 
Feheima and I recently 
emerged unscathed from a car 
accident [andj we thanked 
God. because we fear our 
deaths would be interpreted as 
an assassination carried out by 
Lib} an officials just to be done 
with us." Mr. Maqrihi told the 
paper. 

“I am ready to die if my 
death could end the suffering 
of my people." he added. 

Mr. Maqrihi said he is in 
poor health and "could die at 
anv moment" because he suf- 


fers from “an irregular heart- 
beat and pains in the spinal 
column." He said Mr. Feheima 
"suffers from diabetes and 
hypertension. " 

The bombing suspect also 
said that he shares the [emo- 
tional] “disarray" of the 
Lockerbie victims' families 
and suffers from a “siege men- 
tality" even though he “enjoys 
a normal life and travels freely 
in Libya" 

Mr. Maqrihi repeated claims 
that he is innocent of Western 
charges he bombed the Pan 
Am flight and supported 


demands by the Libyan gov-; 
eminent that he and his fellow 
suspect he tried in a neutral 
country. 

He said that the U S. and 
British judicial systems arc 
unfair, and cited as evidence 
'The death penalty handed 
down to numerous people who 
were admitted to be innocent 
after their executions" Libya 
has been under I'.N. sanctions 
since I9 q 2 over its refusal to 
turn over the two suspects to 
Washington or London for 
trial in the airplane bombing, 
which killed 27i ) people. 


Sharon misled Israeli government over 
Lebanon invasion, Tel Aviv court rules 


Arafat to attend ACP 
summit in Libreville 


Saudi Arabia to introduce 
censored version of Internet 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — A Tel 
Aviv district . court ruled on 
Tuesday that former Defence 
Minister Ariel Sharon misled 
his government when he 
ordered troops into Beirut dur- 
ing Israel's 1982 invasion of 
Lebanon. 

In a 100-page ruling, the 
court rejected a libel suit filed 
by Sharon against the Haaretz 
newspaper for reporting in a 
1991 article that he had sent 
troops to Beirut in violation of 


instructions from then Prime 
Minister Menachem Begin. 

When the right-wing Begin 
government initially invaded 
Lebanon to counter 
Palestinian guerrilla opera- 
tions. it said the offensive 
would halt 40 kilometres north 
of the two nations' border. 

Sharon, who is now national 
infrastructure minister, has 
always claimed that the opera- 
tion drove northwards to 
Beirut due to unforeseen 


developments. 

But the Haaretz article said 
Sharon had planned from the 
beginning to reach the 
Lebanese capital and misled 
Begin about his intentions. 

Tuesday's court ruling 
backed the Haaretz version of 
events. 

"This means that Sharon 
must leave government office 
and return to his farm." said 
the author of the Haaretz arti- 
cle. Uzi Benziman. 


Sharon planned to appeal 
the ruling to the supreme 
court, his attorney: Dov 
WeissgJass. told Israel Radio. 

"This ruling will not stand 
up to the facts or the rule of 
law." he said. 

Labour Prime Minister 
Shimon Peres, who succeeded 
Begin, withdrew Israeli troops 
from most of Lebanon in 
1985. leaving a self-declared 
“security zone" in the south of 
Lebanon. 


GAZA CITY (AFP) — Palestinian President Yasser 
Arafat will attend this week's summit of the Africa. 
Caribbean and Pacific Forum (ACP) in the Gabonese 
capital Libreville, his spokesman said Tuesday. 

“President Arafat will leave Wednesday for 
Libreville and will address the ACP summit." due to 
take place Thursday and Friday, said Nabil Abo. 
Rudeineh. JC 


He provided no further details of President Arafan^., 
trip, which coincides with rough high-level Israeli^ 
Palestinian peace negotiations in the United States. 


DUBi’ i h: — Sind: V.-tra 
plans to introduce its own 
version of the information 
superhighway wirhin 

months, a Saudi newspaper 
quoted an official on Tuesday 
as saying. Saudi Gazette 
quoted the head of the King 
Abdul Aziz City for Science 
and Technology (KACST) as- 
saying that a study had been 
completed on how to prevent 
"objectionable material that 
goes against the country's 


: trd ' values" 
from entering the country’ 
through the Internet. 

"Dr. Saleh AJ AtheL.said 
yesterday that the Internet 
will be introduced within 
four or five months" the 
newspaper said, adding the 
Saudi cabinet had asked 
KACST to introduce the ser- 
vice. 

It did not specify- wljat 
types of material would be 
prevented. 


Turkev signs contract for 
of massive hydro-electric 


construction 

dam 


Sudan peace talks resume in Nairobi 


ANKARA (AFP) — A comma 
for the construction of a massive 
hydro-electric dam on the Coruh 
River in the north east of Turkey 
was signed here on Tuesday. 

The contract was signed by the 
Turkish energy ministry and a 
consortium of Turkish. Russian 
and Swiss companies. 

The darn, called “Deriner" and 


the power station are to be built 
in Amin, a province near the 
frontier with Georgia. 

The w’ork is to cost S71 1 mil- 
lion and to last seven years, the 
ministry said The dam would be 
247 metres high and would be 
the fifth biggest in the world and 
the biggest in Turkey. 

The power station would haw 


a capacity of 670 megawatt 
hours and world produce 22 bil- 
lion kilowatt hours of electricity 
per year. 

The consortium comprises 
Turk-Eig of Turkey, 
Technostroy export of Russia and 
ABB Sulzer Hydro. Hydro 
Vevey and S lucky of 
Switzerland 


NAJROBr (AFP) — Peace 
talks between representatives 
of the Khartoum regime and 
southern Sudanese rebels 
resumed in the Kenyan capital 
on Tuesday afternoon, a rebel 
official said 

The talks between John 
Garang's Sudan Peoples' 
Liberation Amiy (SPLAl and 
Khartoum's Islamic junta 


opened last Wednesday to 
explore ways of ending their 
14-year-old civil war. 

It erupted in 1983 when the 
SPLA took up arms to end 
domination ' of the mainly 
Christian and animist southern 
Sudan by die north. 

Separation of state and reli- 
gion and self-determination 
for southern Sudan are expect- 


ed to be the main sticking 
points during the negotiations. 

The southerners are seeking 
autonomy and an end to 
Islamic Sharia law. 

The Sudanese government 
delegation is headed by 
Foreign Minister Ali Osman 
Mohammad Taha and the 
SPLA by its second-in-com- 
mand. Salva Kiir. 


JORDAN TELEVISION 

TeL 773111-19 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


PROGRAMME TWO 


14:10... 


14:30... 


15:00 Secrets of Treasure Island 

15:30 . 


15:40 .. 

Monsters Today 

16:10 . 


16:30 . 


17:00 .. 

.. French Programmes 

19:00 . 


19:30 . 

News Headlines 

19:35 . 

....Doc. — High Tech 

Culture 


20:00 . 

Comcdv — Some 

One Like Me 

20:30 . 


21:10 . 


22:00 . 

News in English 

22:30 . 


23:15 

American Gothic 

PRAYER TIMES 

04:32 


05:51 ... 

(Sunrise )Duha 

11:19.... 


14:21.... 


16:48.... 


18:06.... 

‘Isha 


661757. 

Terra Sanda Church TeL 622366 
Anglican Church TeL 652826. 
Armenian Catholic Church 
Tel. 771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 
TeL 775261. 

SL Ephraim Church TeL 
771751. 

Amman Internatio nal 

Church Tel. 3516245 
Evangelical Lutheran 
Church Tel. 824328. 
German-spea king 
Evangelical Congregation 
Tel. 688404 

The Latter-Day Saints Tel. 
654932. 

Church of Nazarene TeL 

675691. 

The Evangelical Local Church 
in Amman Tel. SI 1295 
English-speaking Latin 
Catholics Parish Tel. 614190. 


Kingdom. In Aqaba, skies will 
be partly cloudy, winds 
northerly moderate, and seas 
calm. 

Amman 09/17 

Aqaba 16/27 

Deserts 08/19 

Jordan Valley 14/23 


Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 16. Aqaba 28 
Humidity readings: Amman 
96" per cent. Aqaba 32 per 
cent. 


USEFUL 
TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 
NIGHT DUTY 


WEATHER 


CHURCHE 


SL Mary of Nazareth 
Church Sweifieh, Tel. 8 1 0740 
Assemblies of God Church 
Tel. 632785. 

SL Joseph Church Tel. 624590 
Church of the Annunciation 
Tel. 637440. 

Be la Salle Church Tel. 


Bulletin supplied by the 
Department of Meteorology 
Intermittent showers are 
expected in the northern and 
central pans of the Kingdom, 
skies cloudy to partly cloudy, 
and winds estcrly modeate. On 
Thursday, temperatures are 
expected ro rise slightly, skies 
partly cloudy, with rainfall in 
rhe southern regions of the 


Dr. Walid AI Masri .675485 

Dr. Vousef Rashid ..._ S75792 

Dr. Jum’aAbuDhiab ^758848 

Dr. Khalil Jbali 7S4450 

Firas pharmacy 661912 

Ferdows pharmacy ...890280 

AI Aseraa pharmacy 637055 

AI SaJam pharmacy ..636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmeisani pharmacy 637660 

Naireukh pharmacy 623672 

Najib pharmacy 847632 

IRBID: 

Dr. Ahmad Qanu 281484 

AI Quds pharmacy ] 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Walid Halaseh 982799 

Khalifeh pharmacy ...985417 


EMERGENCIES 
Food Control Centre .6371 1 1 
Civil Defence Department 
661111 

Civil Defence Immediate 
Rescue 630341 
Civil Defence Emergency 199 
Rescue Police 192. 621111. 
637777 

Fire Brigade 617101 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Public Security Department 
630321 

Hotel Complaints 6Q5SO0 

Price Complaints 661176 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints — *89 

7467 

Amman Municipality 

Complaints 

787111 

Telephone Information 
(directory' assistance) ......121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

Abdali Telephone Repairs 
661101 

Jordan Television 7731 1 1 

Radio Jordan 774 1 1 1 

Water Authority’ 680 1 00 

Jordan Electricity Authority 
SI 56 15 

Electric Power Company 
636381 

RJ Flight Information 08- 
53200 


Queen Alia Inti. Airport 08- 
53200 


HOSPITALS 


AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 
813813/32 

Khalidi Maternity. 644281/6 
Akileh Maternity, 642441/2 
Jabal Amman Maternity 
642362 

Malhas, J. Amman ....636140 
Palestine. Shmeisani 607071 
Shmejsani Hospital 669 1 3 1 
University Hospital 845845 
Al-INluasher Hospital667227/9 
The Islamic, Abdali 666 1 26/37 

Ai-Ahli. Abdali 664164/6 

Italian. Al-Muh^jreen777 1 0 1 3 

AI-Bashir, .7751 1 1/26 

Army, Marks 891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 
602240/50 

Amal Hospital 6741 55 

The Arab Centre for Heart 
and Special Surgery ..865199 
ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt Hospital 
109)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital 

(09)900560 

Ibn Sina Hospital! 09)98673 2 
AI Hikma Modem Hospital 
(09)990990 
IRBID: 

Princess Basma Hospital 
(02)275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital 


(02)272275 

Ibu AI Nafees Hospital 

[02) 247100 
AQABA: 

Princess Hava Hospital 

(03) 314111 


00:05 Cairo (RJ) 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


This information is supplied 
by Royal Jordanian (RJ) infor- 
mation department at the 
Queen Alia International 
Airport Tel. (08)53200 where 
it should always be verified. 
Information on other flights 
are supplied on phone 08 
(52700) or 08(53250). 


ARRIVALS 


Other Flights 

05:50 Bucharest! RO i 

09:30 Cairo (MS) 

09 JO AI.'Arish t.PFi 

10:15 Doha. AI Hudaidah (lYt 

10:30 Jeddah (S Vi 

10:50 Kuwait (KU) 

13:10 . — Tunis (TU i 

13:25 Doha, Abu Dhabi (GFi 

13:50 Tel Aviv (LY) 

14:30 Doha(QR) 

15:05 Vienna (OS) 

15:30 Algiers (AH) 

16:05 Karachi. Abu Dhabi (PKi 

20:10 Beirut (ME) 

21:10 ...Paris. Damascus (AF) 

22:30 Athens (OA) 

23:15 London (BA) 

23:30 ....London, Beirut (BA) 
23:35 Amsterdam fKL) 


19:10 

Colombo (RJ) 

19:35 

Beirut (RJ) 

20:05 

...Riyadh. Dhahran (RJ) 

20:10 


20:15 


20:15 

Bahrain. Doha (RJ) 

20:30 

New Delhi (RJ) 

21:00 Calcutta. Bangkok (RJ) 

21:15 

Dubai. Muscat (RJ) 

’•'•id* 


Other Flights 

00:35 

01:55 

Amsterdam (KL) 

06:35 

Lumaca (CY) 

08:00 


08:25 


10:30 . 


10:30 

AI ’Arisft(PF) 

11:15 

AI Hudaidah, Aden (.rY) 

12:00 . 


12:00 . 

Jeddah (SV| 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) 

Flights 

07:25 Damascus (RJ) 

07:50 LamacalRJ) 

08:35 Jeddah I RJ) 

08:50 Dubai. Abu Dhabi (RJ) 
15:15 New York. Amsterdam < RJ ) 

16:35 Frankfurt (RJ) 

16:50 Istanbul (RJ) 

17:05 Paris iRJ) 

17:45 ....Madrid. Geneva (RJ) 
17:50 ..Brussels. Vienna (RJ) 

18:10 London. Berlin CRJi 

18:10 Rome(RJ) 

23:10 Beirut (RJ) 


Royal Wings |RW) 

07:45 Aqaba (RWi 

09:05 ..Amman (QAIA) (RW) 
09:50 Amman fMarka 
Airpom (RW) 

17:20 Tel Aviv (RW) 

18:30 ..Amman (QAIA) iRW) 

21:20 Aqaba (RW) 

22:50 Amman | Marita 
Airport) (RW 


14:10 .Tunis (TU) 

14:20 Sliariqah (AH) 

15:15 ..Bahrain. Muscat (GF) 

15:10 Tel Aviv (LY) 

15:30 Doha(QR) 

15:50 Vienna (051 

19:30 Abu Dhahi. Karachi (PK) 
23:55 ..Damascus, Paris (AF) 


departures 

08:45 Amsterdam. New York iRJ) 

09:45 Rome (RJ) 

10:40 Berlin. London iRJ) 

11:00 Istanbul (RJ) 


Royal Wings (RW) 

06:45 Amman (Marka 

Airport i (RW) 

08:15 .Aqaba (RW> 

09:30 ..Amman (QAIA) (RW 
16:45 ....Amman (Marka * 
Airport) (RW) 

17:55 Tel Aviv (KW> ■ 

20:30 Amman (QAlA)flW 
21:50 Aqaba (R^> 
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13th Parliamentary Elections 

Scenes from around the Kingdom 



POLLS §7 


to attend ACP 


PARTICIPATING IN THE DEMOCRATIC PROCESS: Two bedouins wearing the traditional 
red and white checkered kaffiya Tuesday cast their ballots at a voting center in the southern 
part of the Kingdom (Petra photo) 


v i * 






EXERCISING A CONSTITUTIONAL RIGHT: A woman Ihesday puts her vote in the ballot 
box under the watchful eye of an elections observer. Many candidates employed elections- 
watchers to ensure the fairness of the polls (Petra photo) 



LAST MINUTE DECISIONS: Three voters consult before entering 
the polling station Tuesday to elect their candidate (Petra photo) 


WHAT ' S 
GOING 


FILM 

* Children's film "A Liule 
Princess" ai the British Counci]. 
Jabal Amman at 5:00 pm 

EXHIBITIONS 

* Exhibition of wicker acces- 
sories from Wadi Ray an. handi- 
crafts and gift items at the Jor- 
dan Rivere Designs showroom 
(Td. 61308 1 1 . until Nov. 23. 

* Works by Su'ad Ibrahim 
entitled "The Soul Rest" at 
Hamourabi Art Gallery. Gar- 
dens Street /Tel. 553098), until 
Nov. II. 

* Paintings by Patrice Caden- 
nec atthe French Cultural Cen- 
tre. Jabal Amman, until Nov. 26. 

* Graphics exhibition by 
Abdul Waftab Abdul Mohsen at 
Baladna Ait Gallery. Gardens 
Street (Td. 55375981. until Nov. 
5. 

* Works by Bahraini artist 
Sheikh Rashid AJ Khalifa at 
&irat AJ Funum. Jabal Weib- 
deh. until Nov. 15. Also display- 
ing a new collection of works by 
contemporary Arab artists (TeL 
64325 IV2). 


International air transport 
conference concludes 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
International Air Transport 
Association (IAEA) Tuesday 
concluded its two-day meet- 
ing in Amman, announcing 
that the goals on the agenda 
were met and resolutions ben- 
efiting the air transport indus- 
try were passed. 

The announcement was 
made by Royal Jordanian 
President Nader Dahabi, who 
said the participants passed 
resolutions and recommenda- 
tions designed to further pro- 
mote air transport services, air 

safety and security, air traffic 
control airport services, and 
investments in the air industry. 

LATA President Pierre Jean- 
niot said the association, 
which is concerned mainly 
with providing facilities to and 
ensuring safety for passen- 
gers, has requested that gov- 
ernments remove many of the 
restrictions and measures that 
impede air transport while 
maintaining safety precau- 
tions. 

IATA. he said, considers 
itself the umbrella of the air 


transport industry and is keen 
cm supporting airlines’ efforts 
to remove obstacles. 

The delegates discussed top- 
ics ranging from flight crew 
training to the supply of high 
technology equipment and 
maintenance services in the 
airtransport industry. 

The meeting agreed that the 
next IAEA meeting will be 
held in June in Montreal. It 
was also decided that future 
IAEA meetings will be held in 
Argentina in 1999, Australia 
in 2000, Western Europe in 

2001, and South Korea in 

2002 . 

Mr. Jeanniot announced that 
IATA has decided to create an 
annual scholarship for Jorda- 
nians graduating from the 
Ammoun Hotel braining cen- 
tre to receive advanced train- 
ing in tourism and hotel man- 
agement. 

The scholarship has beat 
created in the name of Hi* 
Majesty King Hussein in 
recognition of the Kings 
efforts to promote the air 
transport industry, he added. 


Majali tours polling stations, praises voter turnout 


AMMAN (Petra) — Prime 
Minister Abdul Sal am 
Majali Tuesday toured a 
number of polling stations 
in Amman and Madaba 
and described the voting 
process as going smoothly 
and the voter turnout as 
good. 

“Some of the voters are 
affiliated with political 
parties who announced 
their decision to boycott," 
the prime minister said in 
remarks to the press. 

“The voter turnout was 
good despite the prevailing 
unfavourable weather con- 
ditions,” according to Dr. 
Majali, who said at least 25 
per cent of the registered 


voters in Madaba and 
Karak, as well as the sub- 
urbs of Amman, cast bal- 
lots before noon. 

Stating that the great 
□umber of voting centres 
helped prevent congestion 
in the streets and at the 
polling stations. Dr. Majali 
said the original voting 
period was from 7 a.m. 
until 7 p.m., but there is a 
possibility for extending 
the closing time until 9 
p.m. 

Dr. Majali, who also vis- 
ited the central operations 
room at the Ministry of 
Interior, issued a final 
appeal to those boycotting 
the elections to reconsider. 


He called on citizens 
whose names occur more 
than once in the voter lists 
to refrain from voting 
twice, stating that this is a 
violation of die law. 

Replying to accusations 
that there will be irregular- 
ities, the prime minister 
said anyone can monitor 
the elections. 

He said although some of 
the results may appear by 
midnight, the full results 
are not expected before 
Wednesday morning. 

When asked if the gov- 
ernment will resign after 
the elections. Dr. Majali 
replied that there is no pro- 
vision in the Constitution 


stating that the government 
need resign. 

After the previous elec- 
tions, the same government 
continued in office for 
another six months, he 
said. 

Referring to Jordan’s 
participation in the upcom- 
ing Doha economic meet- 
ing, the prime minister 
noted that the decision was 
left to the individual Arab 
countries to decide for 
themselves as there was no 
collective decision taken at 
the level of the Arab 
League to boycott or attend 
the meeting. 

Jordan will take part in 
the meeting, which repre- 


sents one of the off-shoots 
of the peace process. 

“We are going to the 
Doha meeting, as we did in 
the previous meetings, 
despite the current dead- 
lock in the peace process. 
We hope that the Palestini- 
ans and Israelis who are 
holding negotiations in 
Washington will achieve a 
breakthrough,” Dr. Majali 
said. 

At the Doha economic 
summit, he added, Jordan 
is expected ro hold meet- 
ings with business commu- 
nities from 85 nations and 
encourage them to invest in 
the Kingdom. 


Diplomats express satisfaction with elections process 


AMMAN (Petra) — Two 
foreign diplomats visited a 
number of voting stations in 
Jordan and expressed satis- 
faction with the facilities, 
arrangements, and discipline 
displayed at the centres. 

Japanese ambassador to 
Jordan Takayuki Kimura 
said his country has been 
electing deputies to its par- 
liament on the basis of the 
one-person, one-vote system 
for the past 100 years. 

Japan provided Jordan 
with $2.3 million worth of 
equipment and computers to 
help it cany out the general 
elections, he said. 

Ingrid Liedgens, the press 
attach^ at the German 
embassy, visited a number 
of polling stations before 
noon and expressed appreci- 
ation of the measures taken 
to ensure fair and free elec- 
tions. 

The parliamentary sys- 
tems of Jordan and Ger- 
many resemble each other to 
a great extent, according to 


Ms. Liedgens. 

She said the one-person, 
one-vote system has proven 
to be very efficient and prac- 
tical in the Federal Republic 
of Germany. 

Minister of Interior Nathir 
Rashid Tuesday said after 
several diplomats from the 
European Union nations 
asked to tour the polling sta- 
tions, he offered special 
cards enabling them to 
inspect centres anywhere in 
Jordan. 

Mr. Rashid said all 3.689 
ballot boxes were opened at 
7 a.m. and will close at 7 
p.m., adding that there was 
no need for extending the 
time limit except perhaps at 
a few remote centres due to 
a large turnout. 

The full results of these 
elections cannot be known 
before at least 6 a.m. 
Wednesday, according ro the 
minister, adding that he will 
hold a press conference 
Wednesday to announce the 
official results. 





AMBASSADOR INSPECTS ELECTIONS: The British ambassador to Jordan, 
Christopher Baftiscombe (left), Tuesday checks a list of names at a polling station. ‘It 
all seems to be going smoothly, I think the only problem perhaps is the weather, which 
may be deterring people from coming' said Battiscombe, who clarified that he was 
not here ‘as an official observer’ (AFP photo) 


Health professionals to return to work with situation unresolved 

Dajani responsible for inciting strikes — Health minister 


By Odeb Odeh 

Special to the Jordan Tunes 

AMMAN — Public sector 
health professionals will go 
back to work today and 
tomorrow according to state- 
ments they published in the 
local press, but the profes- 
sional associations said they 
will hold a meeting Wednes- 
day to discuss the situation. 

The pharmacists, dentists, 
and doctors who have been 
. staging on and off strikes at 
the country’s health centres 
and hospitals are still main- 
taining their demands for 
higher salaries, more 
allowances, and better work- 
ing conditions, which they 
say the government had 


promised them. 

Minister of Health and 
Medical Care Ashraf Kurdi 
was quoted by the local 
press Tuesday as saying that 
he placed the blame on the 
professional associations, 
adding that he held Basem 
Dajani, president of the Jor- 
dan Medical Association 
(JMA), responsible for incit- 
ing the health professionals 
to strike. 

Dr. Dajani is also 
spokesperson for the striking 
health professionals. 

Dr. Kurdi warned that he 
will refer the striking profes- 
sionals who have neglected 
their duty in treating patients 
to court, and accused the 
three associations of sup- 


porting those groups boy- 
cotting the general elections. 

Meanwhile, the heads of 
the three associations have 
invited the former presidents 
of the associations and for- 
mer ministers of health to a 
meeting to discuss the situa- 
tion and find a solution to 
the deadlock. 

At least two of the former 
JMA presidents said they 
support the doctors’ demand 
for better pay. 

Ishaq Maraqa said he sup- 
ported the health profession- 
als' demands, adding that the 
strikers are willing to desist 
once they receive a pledge 
from the government that 
their demands will be met. 

Abdul Rahim Malhas said 


tire docrors’ demands are 
legitimate, because compar- 
isons with their colleagues at 
Jordan University Hospital 
and the Royal Medical Ser- 
vices indicate they receive 
higher pay and enjoy better 
working conditions. 

According to the associa- 
tions, the minister of health 
and medical care promised 
the health professionals that 
the ministry would give 
them 60 per cent of the 
JD793.000 fond of treatment 
fees collected from die pub- 
lic. 

However, they said the 
minister reneged and offered 
them only 36 per cent. 

In an interview with the 
press Tuesday, the minister 


denied that he had made that 
promise. 

He also stated that he had 
the prerogative of dissolving 
the JMA, but has not taken a 
decision in that direction yet 

Health department direc- 
tors in several governoraies 
Tuesday took a different 
stand from the striking pro- 
fessionals by announcing 
that they were responding to 
His Majesty King Hussein's 
call for them to return to 
work. 

In a statement, the direc- 
tors said the work stoppage 
is against both the national 
interest and the interests of 
tire strikers. 
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Leaders pledge closer ties 
in troubled Balkans 


ACIA PELAGIA. Greece 
(R) — Balkan nations 
called Tuesday for their 
blood-stained history to be 
put behind them and be 
replaced by an era of peace 
and prosperity. 

Greece, Turkey, Romania, 
Yugoslavia. Albania, the 
Former Yugoslav Republic 
Of Macedonia (FYROM), 
Bulgaria and Bosnia ended 
a two-day summit on the 
island of Crete agreeing to 
create a framework for eco- 
nomic growth and political 
cooperation- 

“We shall work together 
to create in our region con- 
ditions for the prosperity of • 
our nations in a framework 
of peace, security, good- 
neighbourliness and stabili- 
ty” they said in a final dec- 
laration. 

But the leaders did not 
have to look far to see how 
difficult a task they face. 

A bilateral meeting 
between prime ministers 
Costas Simitis Of Greece 


KARACHI (AFP) — 
Pakistan vowed to step up 
its war against terrorism 
Tuesday following the 
weekend assassination of 
scholars of an influential 
Islamic seminary here. 

Interior Minister 

Chaudhry Shujaat Hussain, 
calling the weekend 
killings an “act of terror- 
ism." visited the Jamia 
Binnoria seminary to which 
the slain Sunni Muslim 
scholars belonged. 

“We will not spare the 
culprits and deal with ter- 
rorists with iron hands,” he 
said. 

Two unidentified men rid- 
ing a motorbike Sunday 
lobbed a grenade into a 
pickup and also fired bursts 
with automatic weapons, 
killing the principal of 
Jamia Binnoria, Habibullah 


NAIROBI (AFP) — The 
First witnesses to testify in 
defence of Rwandans 
accused of genocide will 
soon appear before a U.N. 
court, after being flown 
there from Rwanda where 
they are jailed, the court 
said Tuesday. 

Three witnesses will be 
brought from the Rwandan 
capita] Kigali to the 
International Criminal 
Tribunal's premises in 
Arusha, Tanzania, accord- 
ing to a statement from the 
U.N.-established court 
received in Nairobi. 

“The Rwandan govern- 
ment agreed, on OcL 30, to 
the transfer of three persons 
detained in Rwanda pris- 
ons, so that they may appear 
as witnesses in defence of 
Jean-Paul Akayesu." the 
statement said. 

Mr. Akayesu. a former 
district official under the 
late Hutu President Juvenal 
Habyarimana, was the first 
senior Rwandan whose sub- 
stantive trial got under way 


ROME (AFP) — Mayhem 
broke loose when an agitat- 
ed crowd of 8,000 people 
Tuesday morning learned a 
Radical Party’s plan to hand 
out cash to the masses had 
been suspended and took its 
anger out on police officers. 

The Radical Party; headed 
by Marco Panneila. had 
planned to give 50,000 lire 
($30) to each person in the 
crowd, but put the cash dis- 
tribution on hold after metal 
barricades set up by police 
were thrown down and 
scuffles broke oul 

Mr. Pannella’s party. 


and Mesut Yilmaz Of 
Turkey Monday made scant 
progress in solving the two 
countries’ festering prob- 
lems over Cyprus and the 
Aegean. 

Despite thg failure, the 
Balkan nations all said they 
were determined to build 
closer regional ties — 
accepting that it would take 
time. 

“The road is still long, 
these countries, like us have 
problems. But we hope that 
with time they will be able 
to face them,” Mr. Simitis 
said. 

The region’s oldest and 
longest-serving leader 
agreed. 

“Dialogue, patience and 
willingness to hear and 
understand are the only 
ways we can gradually cre- 
ate a different picture of the 
Balkans.” FYROM 

President Kiro Gligorov 
told reporters. 

The Balkan nations, 
plagued for centuries by 


Mukhtar. and two of his 
colleagues. 

Police said two special 
teams were investigating 
the killings. 

Leaders of religious par- 
ties have already given a 
call for a strike in Karachi " 
Friday. 

Appealing to the people 
to observe country-wide 
protest on that day. they 
termed the incident a “con- 
spiracy" to eliminate 
Muslim scholars. 

Angry students of reli- 
gious institutions burnt 
tyres and blocked traffic 
after setting* some banks 
and shops afire and hurled 
stones at police Sunday and 
Monday, witnesses said. 

The Karachi administra- 
tion said the situation was 
under control and the barri- 
cades erected by religious 


in Arusha in connection 
with the genocide of more 
than half a million Tutsis 
and moderate Hutus in 
1994. 

Until now, only witnesses 
for the prosecution have 
testified before the court, 
set up by die U.N. Security 
Council late in 1994 to try 
those held primarily respon- 
sible for mass murder that 
year, when rebels of the 
Tutsi minority seized power 
in July after three months of 
bloodletting. 

The court has begun hear- 
ing two other cases since 
the Akayesu trial began last 
Jan. 9. In all, 21 suspects 
are currently being held in 
cells in Arusha, charged 
with genocide and crimes 
against humanity. They face 
possible life jail terms. 

Thousands of other sus- 
pects are detained in over- 
crowded jails in Rwanda, 
where the genocidal civil 
war long left the legal sys- 
tem of the Central African 
country in tatters. 


known for its provocations 
of every ilk, regularly dis- 
tributes “free" money dur- 
ing public rallies to “give 
back to the people” the 2.7 
billion Italian lire the state 
normally provides as 
financing for political par- 
ties. 

Money is. not all the party 
likes to give oul 

The party recently handed 
out bags of hashish to 
passers-by as part of its 
campaign to le gali se 
cannabis, landing the 67- 
year-old Panneila an eight- 
month prison term. 


ethnic hostilities, pledged to 
support the rule of law, and 
to fight crime and drug 
smuggling across their 
region. 

The leaders set up the 
framework for future links, 
agreeing to hold another 
summit in Turkey next year, 
along with annual meetings 
of their foreign and finance 
ministers. 

They also said they would 
harmonise their laws and 
break down trade barriers, 
which most of them are 
already doing as part of 
hopes eventually to join the 
European Union. Only 
Greece is currently a mem- 
ber. 

The failure of the Simitis- 
Yilraaz meeting to make 
any breakthrough in rela- 
tions had been predicted in 
advance by officials. 

Mr. Simitis said after the 
talks Monday that both 
sides had repeated well- 
known positions over issues 
such as Cyprus and xerritor- 


studems during two days of 
violence had been removed. 
Traffic resumed but 
remained thin in eastern 
parts of the city where 
some shops were opened. 

Security has been beefed 
up around mosques to avoid 
sectarian violence, the city 
police chief Malik Iqbal 
said. 

No group has so far 
claimed responsibility for 
the attack which religious 
figures said was meant to 
ignite sectarian violence. 

Police suspect the 
grenade attack might be 
linked to the rivalry’ 
between militants of a 
Sunni extremist group 
Sipah-i-Sahaba Pakistan 
(SSP) and a Shiite extrem- 
ist faction Sipah-i- 
Mohammad Pakistan 
(SMP). 


The three witnesses to be 
flown to Arusha are current- 
ly imprisoned in the central 
Rwandan town of Taba, 
where Mr. Akayesu was 
major during the ethnic war. 

“Their transfer is immi- 
nent and will probably take 
place some time this week,” 
the tribunal stated. “It is the 
first time such a decision 
has been made.” 

*The witnesses were called * 
for by Mr. Akayesu’s 
lawyer Nicolas Tiangaye. 

“The speed with which 
the Rwandan authorities 
acceded to this request 
shows the good cooperation 
between the criminal insti- 
tution and the Rwandan 
leaders, particularly since 
the success of Operation 
NAJG (Nairobi-Kigali), 
launched last July by tbe tri- 
bunal to arrest top-level fig- 
ures suspected of having 
played a key role in the 
1994 genocide,” Agwu 
OkalL the Nigerian clerk of 
the tribunal said. 


Mr. Pannella’s party 
includes one senator and 
two European deputies. 
Emma Bonino, the 
European Commissioner 
for Humanitarian Affairs, 
Fishing and Consumer 
Affairs, is also a party 
member. 

Mr. Panneila, a former 
ally of Silvio Berlusconi 
during his tenure at the 
head of government from 
1994 to 1995, attracted the 
public’s attention in the 
1970s when he fought in 
favour of abortion rights 
and divorce. 


ial rights in the Aegean. 

Both men, however, 
pledged to work to ease ten- 
sions. Mr. Yilmaz invited 
Mr. Simitis to Turkey, an 
offer the Greek said he 
would accept when the time 
was right. 

“It is of great importance 
that we meticulously refrain 
from tensions and actions 
which might bring us to a 
point of possible conflict." 
Mr. Yilmaz said in a state- 
ment. 

The two countries have 
spent the past few weeks 
accusing each other of 
aggressive behaviour in the 
eastern Mediterranean. 

Yugoslav President 
Slobodan Milosevic and 
Albanian Prime Minister 
Faros Nano also met on the 
sidelines of the summit to 
discuss the incendiary issue 
of the ethnically divided 
Kosovo region. 

The two agreed to start 
normalising relations after 
50 years alienation. 

Kinkel 

urges states 

speaking 

German to 

rethink 

spelling 

reform 

BONN (AFP) — German 
Foreign Minister Klaus 
Kinkel called on German- 
speaking states 

Switzerland and Austria 
to renegotiate a reform 
simplifying German 
spelling that has run into 
a fierce traditionalist 
backlash in Germany. 

“If three quarters of 
German citizens and a 
growing number of peo- 
ple abroad refuse the 
reform, we can not 
neglect their wishes. We 
must correct it” Mr. 
Kinkel said in a radio 
interview. 

He said culture min- 
istries in Germany’s 16 
states had been overly 
zealous and called on 
them to talk with their 
Austrian and Swiss coun- 
terparts, as well as feder- 
al German authorities. 

State culture ministers 
decided on Aug. 25 to 
institute — a year ahead 
of schedule — the reform 
that mandates phonetic 
rather than traditional 
spellings. New textbooks 
have already been printed 
with these spellings. 

The German state of 
Lower Saxony last month 
moved against the 
reform, blocking its going 
into effect in state 
schools. 

The reform was adopted 
last year by the eight 
European nations that are 
German-speaking or have 
German minorities — 
Germany, Austria, 

Switzerland, Italy. 
Belgium. Liechtenstein. 
Romania and Hungary. It 
is to take effect gradually 
beginning next August, 
and fully by mid-2005. 

Mr. Kinkel and German 
Chancellor Helmut Kohl 
have said the debate 
should be settled politi- 
cally, in order to avoid 
lengthy court cases. 

Lower Saxony, for 
instance, is only blocking 
the reform temporarily, 
either until an agreement 
is reached between the 
states and the federal 
government or until a 
definitive judicial deci- 
sion. Barring such a case, 
the reform would go into 
effect as planned in 1998 
in Lower Saxony. 

Lower Saxony bowed 
Monday to an appeals 
court in Lueneburg which 
ruled that a measure filed 
against the reform was 
illegal without federal 
approval. 


Pakistan government vows 
to arrest killers of Muslim scholars 


First defence witnesses to appear 
in Rwanda genocide trials 


Mayhem erupts during 
‘free’ money grab 



Roman Catholic priest Father Mario Frittitta. 58. a monk of the Carmelite religious 
order, is led between two Carabinieri police officers after being arrested on charges 
of aggravated aiding and abetting the mafia (Reuter photo) 


Catholic priest arrested 


in Sicily Mafia roundup 


PALERMO. Sicily (R) — 
Police said Tuesday they 
had arrested seven people 
on Mafia charges, including 
a Roman Catholic priest 
accused of saying masses 
for a top crime boss and 
presiding at a secret wed- 
ding of another crime fig- 
ure. 

Father Mario Frittitta, 5S, 
a monk of the Carmelite 
religious order, was arrested 
on charges of aggravated 
aiding and abetting the 
Mafia. 

Father Frittitta, wearing 
brown robes, held his arrest 
warrant with his handcuffed 
hands as he left a police sta- 
tion in central Palermo. He 
had been ordered to the 
police station for question- 
ing when he was arrested. 

He was accused of having 
said mass last Christmas 
and Easter for Pietro Aglieri 
while the top boss and his 
bodyguards were living in a 
secret hideout in Bagheria. 
Sicily. 

Aglieri was arrested last 


June. The boss, one of the 
top Mafia fugitives, was 
wanted for the car bomb 
killing of anti-Mafia judge 
Paolo Borsellino in Palermo 
in 1992. 

When police first raised 
suspicions about Father 
Frittitta earlier this year, he 
admitted to having met 
Aglieri but said be had done 
so to give him spiritual help 
and to try to convince him 
to change his ways. 

“We don't contest the fact 
that he met Aglieri. but of 
having violating the law of 
man by helping a criminal.” 
magistrate Alfonso Sabella 
told reporters. 

Aglieri headed a Mafia 
family known as the “Saint 
Mary of Jesus” clan, named 
after the Palermo neigh- 
bourhood it controlled. 

"He helped Aglieri w hen 
he was a fugitive by telling 
us that he did not know 
where Aglieri was." Mr. 
Sabella said. “He had con- 
tacts with Aglieri for at least 
six months." 


The priest worked in a 
parish in the tough Kalsa 
neighbourhood in the 

Sicilian capital. 

Investigators said the 

priest also presided at a 
secret wedding at the Kalsa 
neighbourhood's church of 
St. Teresa for Giovanni 
Garafolo. another Mafioso 
who was then at large. 

The wedding, which took 
place last Dec. 23. was held 
at dawn to avoid local atten- 
tion. 

Palermo police chief 
Antonio Manganelli 

thanked Sicilian church 
authorities, saying: "This 
shows that the church is 
against the Mafia and every 
other criminal organisa- 
tion." 

He did not elaborate on 
how the church may have 
cooperated with authorities. 

Magistrates said police 
had also confiscated about 
S6 million in real estate and 
bank accounts in the opera- 
tion that led to Father 
Frittitta's arrest. 


Typhoon death toll hits 1 80 
in Thailand and Vietnam 



A Thai couple wades through a flooded street in south- 
ern Phetcbabnri province (Reuter photo) 


HANOI (AFP) — The 
death toll from Typhoon 
Linda's devastating surge 
through Vietnam and 
Thailand rose past ISO 
Tuesday, with more than 
1,000 people still unac- 
counted for. 

The storm cut a swathe 
of destruction through 
southern Vietnam and 
Thailand, capsizing fishing 
fleets and destroying 
homes and crops. 

Typhoon Keith mean- 
while left four dead in 
Japan, but appeared to be 
sparing the Philippines. 
And in the South Pacific, 
the Cook Islands authori- 
ties counted more bodies 
after Cyclone Martin 
smashed into an atoll 
there. 

Figures from 1 1 southern 
Vietnamese provinces 
showed 178 people con- 
firmed dead and another 
994, most of them fisher- 
man. missing. A further 
271 people were reported 
injured. 

The army and navy were 
leading rescue operations 
after the typhoon swamped 
small boats and wrecked 
tens of thousands of homes 
Sunday. Most of the vic- 
tims were fishermen. 

Hundreds of thousands 
of homes are feared 
destroyed or damaged and 
losses could run into tens 
of millions of dollars. 

The Vietnam News said 
12,300 homes were 
destroyed in Ca Mau, 
Vietnam’s southernmost 
province. Worst hit were 
provinces in the Mekong 
Delta while the islands of 
Con Dao and Phu Quoc 
were also heavily affected. 

Linda is only the second 
typhoon this century to hit 
the Mekong Delta, where 
in 1904 a violent storm 
caused 5,000 deaths. 

The Internationa] 

Federation of the Red 
Cross has rushed supplies 
and food to the zone, 
where rice crops have been 
destroyed over a wide area. 

In southern Thailand, 
provincial officials said 
three people were con- 


firmed dead and 80 more 
fishermen were missing 
after the storm hit Monday 
evening. At least 200 fami- 
lies were cut off by floods 
in the Thana Chana and 
Chaiya districts of Surat 
Thani, local authorities 
said. Some 1.100 families 
in Chumpon province and 
335 families in Prachuab 
Khiri Khan were evacuat- 
ed. 

Thai Airways cancelled 
all flights to Surat Thani 
and ferries to the holiday 
islands of Koh Samui and 
Koh Phangan were sus- 
pended. 

Cambodian authorities 
said at least two people 
had died and many others 
were missing after Linda 
battered cargo and fishing 
vessels there. 

Typhoon Keith killed 
four Japanese fishermen 
before heading off towards 
tbe island of Guam, police 
said. 

A woman and her son 
were drowned after high 
waves capsized their boat 
off Japan's southwestern 
island of Shikoku, police 
spokesman said. 

Two more people died in 
Wakayama prefecture. 400 
kilometers west of Tokyo. 

But the Philippines, 
which has borne the brunt 
of numerous natural disas- 
ters over the years, 
breathed a tentative sigh of 
relief Tuesday as Keith 
appeared to be veering 


away. 

In the Cook Islands two 
more bodies were found on 
Manihiki Island on 
Monday bringing the con- 
firmed death toll from 
Cyclone Martin to five. 

Officials said 18 people 
were still missing after the 
storm slammed into the 
island over the weekend, 
causing massive destruc- 
tion. 

The government said 
most of the 700 people on 
the atoll would be flown to 
the Cook Islands capital of 
Raratonga. leaving only 
the able-bodied behind to 
rebuild. 

The cyclone also flat- 
tened the French 
Polynesian island of 
Mopelia but no one was 
hurt there, government 
leader Gaston Flosse said. 

“All the houses have 
been destroyed and the 
coconut plantations are 
ruined," he said. 

Dramatic stories 

emerged of how Cook 
Islanders in Manihiki 
faced the cyclone's fury. A 
woman who survived - 12 
hours clinging to floating 
wreckage gradually was 
losing the will to hold on. 

"I called out ‘I love you’ 
to my husband with the 
last of my energy. I’d had 
enough," Tarita Puna 
Williams told AFP. 

"My husband came look- 
ing for me in the dark and 
found me. 


Social 
Democrats , 
Greens 
finalise 
alliance to 


run 

Hamburg 

HAMBURG. Germany 
I AFP) — Social 
Democrats (SPD) and 
members of the radical 
Greens Party reached an 
agreement Monday on 
sealing an alliance to gov- 
ern the city state" of 
Hamburg, after the left 
emerged weakened from 
municipal elections in 
September. 

The agreement ended six 
weeks of negotiations on 
forming a new administra- 
tion for this northern city, 
where the conservative 
Christian Democratic 
Union (CDU) of 
Chancellor Helmut Kohl 
failed to win but did well in 
elections on Sept. 21. 
Hamburg has traditionally 
been a fief of the SPD. 

The CDU had proposed 
forming an alliance with 
the SPD but the Social 
Democrats, who will be 
fighting Mr. Koh! for the 
chancellery in general elec- 
tions in September, 
refused. The SPD has now 
formed anti -CDU alliances 
with the Greens in a total of 
five of Germany's 16 
states. 

In Hamburg, the Greens 
will run three ministries — 
science and higher educa- 
tion, environment, and city, 
parliamentary’ relations and 
European policy. 

The SPD keeps the most 
important portfolios such 
as finance, justice, interior 
and social affairs, as well 
as culture, education and 
construction. 

The agreement must still 
be signed by the two sides 
and then approved by the 
Greens Sunday and the 
SPD Monday. 

Ortwin Runde. 53. is to 
be elected SPD mayor on 
Nov. 12. The deputy mayor 
is to be from the Greens 
Party. 

Mr. Runde called the 
agreement “a solid result 
for the next four years” and 
said that all points of con- 
flict had been resolved. 

The Greens yielded on 
one main point of disagree- 
ment with the SPD, namely 
what to do about political 
refugees. Refugees who are 
under age. and there are 
many of them in Hamburg, 
will be sent to different 
German states, something 
the Greens had previously 
opposed. 

But Greens leader in the 
Hamburg state parliament 
Krista Sager said the ecolo- 
gists had “managed to 
make their points in all 
areas." 


Russian 

generals 

investigated 

for 

corruption 

MOSCOW (AFP) — Russian 
military prosecutors are inves- 
tigating 21 generals accused of 
corruption, illegal weapons 
sales and beating fellow offi- 
cers, Chief Military Prosecutor 
Yury Dyomin said Tuesday. 

High profile cases include 
former Deputy Defence 
Minister Konstantin Kbbets. 

accused of abuse of power His 

case is expected to come to 
trial before the year's end, Me 
D yomin said. 

Also targeted by tbe probe 
the former head of Russian 
forces in the northern 
Caucasus, accused of beating 
his officers, and the former 
commander of ^ 
Transcaucasian army grtx^ 
suspected of illegal arms sates- 

“There can be no talks ft 
double standards,” said Mt 
Dyomin. “Laws must be 
observed by all — privates and 
generals,” be added. 
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U.K. test tube births 
increase 25% in year 
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LONDON(R)— Test tube 
births in Britain rose by 

-«„„!!»■. 111311 P er cent in 

;‘Y’- ■' -r n« filial ^ the last year, reflecting a 

■’ “v - growing number of 

patients and an increased 
success rate, a government 
body said Tuesday. 

The Human Fertilisation 
and Embryology Authority 
(HFEA). which regulates 
in vitro fertilisation (IVF) 
and licenses the country’s 
117 fertility clinics, said 
more than 20.000 test tube 
babies had been bom in 
Britain since the technique 
was developed in J978. 

“In vitro fertilisation 
originated in the U.K., and 
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we remain one of the few 
countries in the world 
which regulates such treat- 
ment via a statutory gov- 
ernmental body.” Ruth 
Deech, chairman of the 
authority, said in its annual 
report. 

The number of couples 
seeking treatment rose 
from jusi a few thousands 
in 1985. when figures were 
first recorded, to more than 
22.000 in 1995. New tech- 
niques have also improved 
success rates and multiple 
births. 

In the last 15 months the 
multiple birth rate resulting 
from IVF increased to 32 


per cent, the biggest yet for 
the treatment in Britain. 

The HFEA also licenses 
and monitors all human 
embryo research. 

Obstetrician Patrick 
Sieptoe and biologist 
Robert Edwards pioneered 
the IVF technique. They 
were the first to succeed in 
implanting an egg fertilised 
outside the body back in 
the womb. 

Since Louise Brown, the 
first test tube baby, was 
bom in 1978, IVF and 
other fertility treatments 
have offered hope to mil- 
lions of childless couples 
around the world. 


Afghan Taleban start 
giving forced hair-cuts 


• MrtJlh- 


KABUL (R) — The Tale- 
t, : . ban have started forcibly 
. u: cutting hair in Kabul in 
r-gtf their, drive . to turn 
V Afghanistan into the 
. ± world’s purest Islamic 
state. 

“We are cutting hair that 
hangs over the forehead 
' because when you pray it 
gets in the way of your 
forehead touching the 
ground the devil stands 
between you and God" 
Maulawi Abdul Rashid 
Darkasti of the Taleban 's 
religious police told 
reporters. 

Mr. Darkasti. armed with 
a pair of scissors, stood at a 
roundabout Tuesday amid 
piles of severed forelocks. 

He stopped buses and 
cyclists, removing people's 
•- hats to check if anyone was 
- hiding offencive amounts 
' of hair. 

“We have cut the hair of 
: ■ 5b people already today.” 
Mr. Darkasti said, his 
voice ringing with enthusi- 
asm. 

He is the head of the reli- 



A bus passenger is dragged out and given a forcible 
haircut by a zealous member of Taleban militia (AFP 
photo) 


gious police — formally 
known as the department 
for promoting virtue and 
preventing vice — in 
southwestern Kabul. 

Hirsuteness is a major 
issue in the Taieban’s cru- 
sade to impose their strict 
interpretation of Islamic 
law. 


Civil servants have lost 
their jobs after being 
judged guilty of trimming 
their beards. 

An official decree bans 
“English and American 
haircuts", although the 
definition of what consti- 
tutes an English or Ameri- 
can haircut remains fuzzy. 


Jordan Times, Wednesday, November 5, 1997 


New Zealand government hangs 
in the balance after Bolger quits 


WELLINGTON (AFP) — 
Jenny Shipley Tuesday 
became New Zealand's 
prime minister designate 
but was immediately con- 
fronted by a crisis within 
the ruling coalition. 

The National Party made 
the 45-year-old tough talk- 
ing transport minister its 
new leader after Prime 
Minister Jim Bolger 
announced he would be 
standing down rather than 
face a leadership chal- 
lenge. 

Ms. Shipley emerged 
from the caucus tri- 
umphant but only to dis- 
cover that New Zealand 
Fust (NZF) and its leader. 
Winston Peters, was furi- 
ous at the change. 

National has 44 seats in 
the 120-seat assembly and 
is in coalition with the 17- 
seat NZF. Shipley can only 
become New Zealand's 


first female prime minister 
with the help of Mr. 
Peters, treasurer in the 
government, who has 
never hidden his dislike of 
her. 

National and NZF met in 
separate caucuses and Mr. 
Peter said his group had 
still not decided what to do 
and would meet again Fri- 
day, then again next Tues- 
day before making any 

decision. 

His response leaves the 
countjy once again wait- 
ing on the whim of Mr. 
Peters just 12 months after 
the country sat without a 
government while the 
party chose its coalition 
partner after the elections. 

Ms. Shipley said her 
party had given her full 
authority to negotiate “any 
necessary coalition 
arrangements" with NZF. 

She said she was com- 


mitted to a continuation of 
the partnership. 

“I will clearly want to 
talk to. and work with, the 
New Zealand First team 
and 1 want to make clear 
this morning that from my 
point of view the coalition 
agreement is an enduring 
document and the goals 
that we set in December 
last year are the goals that 
I intend to sec are ful- 
filled," Ms. Shipley said. 

“ft's very important that 
New Zealand has certainty 
at this time.” 

Peters said NZF had 
entered the coalition in the 
interests of New Zealand’s 
economic and social sta- 
bility. 

Having delivered on that 
in the past year “we still 
want to keep that as our 
focus." 

But he added the timing 
of the change in leadership 


and the way it happened 
“was unfortunate." 

In a parliamentary 
debate on the change, 
opposition leader Helen 
Clark said the govern- 
ment’s unpopularity 
would continue under Ms. 
Shipley because Nation- 
al's leadership was not the 
main concern of voters. 

It was the coalition deal 
that the public did not 
want, she said. 

Although the coalition 
now looks shaky an early 
election would appear 
unlikely. 

Public opinion polls 
indicate that NZF would, 
in any election held now, 
be wiped out and the cur- 
rent opposition Labour 
Party would win enough 
votes to govern alone. 

If Ms. "Shipley survives 
she will later this month 
become New Zealand’s 


first female head of gov- 
ernment. 

Currently number five in 
the cabinet. Ms. Shipley. 
45. entered politics in 
1987. a friend of up and 
coming politician Ruth 
Richardson who in 1990 
became finance minister in 
the newly-elected Bolger 
administration. 

Ms. Richardson deliv- 
ered a rugged budget in 
1990 which slashed gov- 
ernment spending and Ms. 
Shipley, as social welfare 
minister took the knife to 
welfare benefits. 

She is however a self- 
confident and lough per- 
son. Her physical stature, 
big and broad developed 
over years of swimming, 
gives her a powerful aura. 
Even her critics say she is 
very bright and has a 
strong grip on her portfo- 
lio. 


Sikh women attack 
New Delhi ’s 
helmet-must rule 


NEW DELHI (AFP) — 
Sikh women Tuesday 
moved to oppose a police 
order which made protec- 
tive helmets compulsoiy 
for motorcycle and scoot- 
er riders in the Indian 
capital. 

In a petition to the 
Delhi High Court, the 
women claimed the hel- 
met-must rule enforced 
last week had fuelled 
resentment among the 
Sikh community. 

“Sikh ladies cannot 
wear a helmet as wearing 
a ‘topi’ (cap) is consid- . 
ered to be against the 
basic tenents of our reli- • 
gion,’’ the petition said. 

Sikh men wear turbans 
which they say are a sym- 
bol of their religion and 
cannot be replaced with 
any other headgear. They 
are exempted from wear- 
ing helmets. 

Police last Saturday 
began prosecuting motor- 
cyclists who broke the 
rule imposed by the high 
court on Sept. 10. 

Pillion-riders were 
included in the court 
order, sparking a wave of 
protests. 

Meanwhile. Muslims 
argued that helmets 
appeared ungainly on 
women of their commu- 
nity who wear burqas 
covering them from head 
to toe, while pregnant 
women claimed heavy' 
headgear could cause 
them physical harm. 


Ujjwal Mishra, chief of 
the city’s traffic police, 
earlier argued before the 
court that the rule cannot 
be enforced as helmets of 
various sizes were not 
available in the market. 

However, the traffic 
police Saturday raked in 
300,000 rupees ($8,330) 
in fines from traffic vio- 
lators and warned the 
penalty would be stiffer 
in the future. 

M.S. Butalia, a lawyer 
who filed the petition 
against the rule, said she 
had appealed in the court 
of the same judges who 
imposed the helmet-must 
guidelines almost two 
months ago. 

Managers of Delhi's 
Sikh Temples also urged 
the local government 
Tuesday to amend exist- 
ing laws and exempt 
women and children of 
their community from the 
latest traffic rules. 

“Helmet cannot be 
worn by SLkh women and 
children as it is against 
their religious ethics,” 
Kuldip Singh Bhogal. a 
spokesman of the Sikh 
Temples, told reporters. 

A large number of two- 
wheeler riders are fre- 
quently prosecuted here 
for driving without pro- 
tective headgear. 

Most fatal accidents on 
the city's chaotic roads 
are on account of two- 
wheelers. 


Papon says he battled for Jews 


BORDEAUX, France 
(AFP) — Alleged war 
criminal Maurice Papon 
said Tuesday he decided 
to stay in his wartime post 
under the Vichy regime in 
order to be in a position to 
battle for the rights of 
Jews. 

The 87-year-old former 
minister, charged over 
deporting Jews to Nazi 
death camps during World 
War II. said he was “dis- 
gusted” by the anti-Jewish 
laws passed by the Vichy 
regime but did not quit 
because of a feeling of 
duty. 

He chose to stay in 
charge of “Jewish affairs” 
in the government offices 
in Bordeaux to "stay on 
the battlefield, to fight for 
those who called for pity 
and commiseration,” he 
told the court trying him 
for crimes against human- 
ity. 

“That is the explanation. 
Is it psychological, is it 
moral, I do not know. It is 
simply humane,” he said. 

Mr. Papon has been on 
trial since Oct. S charged 
over his role in deporting 
more than 1,500 Jews to 
Nazi death camps from 
Bordeaux, where he was 


secretary-general of the 
prefecture, or regional 
government office. 

Prosecutor Marc Robert 
challenged Mr. Papon’s 
latest affirmation. "1 do 
not see how an adminis- 
trative secretary general 
can be on a battlefield.” he 
told the court. 

Mr. Papon meanwhile 
explained how he had 
helped transport letters for 
a Jewish, government offi- 
cial. Maurice Levy, from 
Nazi-occupied France to 
the free zone in the south. 

He said this did not for- 
mally make him part of 
the wartime resistance, 
but was doije out as an act 
of humanity. “1 helped 
Maurice Levy because, 
with his name", if he had 
been caught, he would 
have been arrested.” -he 
told the court. • 

“And I did not worry 
myself at the time to ask 
for a ‘carte de resistant'... 
to be able to present it to 
an assize court one day.” 
Lawyers for civil parties 
in the case meanwhile 
said the prosecutor had 
put Mr. Papon “on the 
ropes” during cross-ques- 
tioning. 

“There was a series of 


short exchanges which put 
Maurice Papon on the 
ropes. It was good work," 
said lawyer Gerard 
Boulanger. 

Alain Jakubowicz said 
“the scaffolding of Mr. 
Papon’s defence is begin- 
ning to collapse." 

Monday, as his trial 
entered its fifth week. Mr. 
Papon said he was pained 
and shocked by anti-Jew- 
ish laws passed by the 
Vichy wartime regime. 

"Quite obviously the 
Vichy legislation could 
only cause me shock and 
pain, non only as an intel- 
lectual and political 
response, but as an emo- 
tional one." he said. 

The court case against 
Mr. Papon resumed last 
Friday following a week- 
long gap after the ex-min- 
ister fell ill on Oct. 24. He 
was diagnosed as suffer- 
ing from severe bronchial 
infections of both lungs. 

French President 

Jacques Chirac Sunday 
urged France to face both 
its shady and glorious past 
as the Papon trial for 
crimes against humanity 
during World War H 
entered its fifth week. 


6 foreigners climb mount in Nepal 


KATHMANDU (AFP) — 
Six foreigners have scaled 
the 6,8 12-raetre Mount 
Araa Dablam via the 
South West Ridge route in 
two groups without using 
bottled oxygen. The 
Nepalese Tourism Min- 
istry announced Tuesday. 

It identified one group 
as Edward Gryils, 23, a 
soldier from London, Yuri 


Cr ntreras Cedi. 28, a doc- 
tor from Mexico City, J. 
Tseh Chang, a professor 
from Stillwater. Okla- 
homa. and Mark 
Winkworth. 29. a climber 
of Durango. Colorado. 

Pasang Dawa Sherpa 
accompanied them to the 
top on Oct. 23. it said. 

Two others reached the 
top on OcL 30 and were 


identified as David Hid- 
dJeston. 28. a mountain 
guide from Wanaka. New 
Zealand, and Leung Yick 
Nam, 28, a reporter from 
Hong Kong. 

Hiddleston and Nam 
were accompanied to the 
top by Tashi Tshering, 
and Chhuldim Sherpa. 
high altitude Sherpa 
guides of Nepal. 


Faulty hatch causes Mir 
crew fresh headache 
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MOSCOW (AFP) — The 
Russian space station Mir suf- 
fered a fresh setback when 
A r** J IS cosmonauts failed to fully seal 

u i a hatch after a five-hour space 
10 cany out repairs to the 
ageing space vessel, mission 
control said Tuesday. 

The faulty hatch meant Mir 
commander Anatoly 

Solovyev and engineer Pavel 
■Vinogradov were unable to 
hermetically seal an entrance 
to the Kvant 11 science mod- 
ule following their return 
from a space walk to disman- 
tle an obsolete solar panel on 
the module. 

[This is an unexpected situ- 
ation. It will not affect the 
other work, and there is no 
danger” mission control 
spokeswoman Vera Medved- 
kova quoted Solovyov as say- 
ing. 

The cosmonauts reentered 
Kvant module still wear- 
ing their spacesuits and began 
Ptonping air back into the 
module to restore pressure to 
normal. However, when the 
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Medvedkova told AFP. 

"Mission control advised 
the cosmonauts to enter the 
second of Kvant 0’s three sec- 
tions, and close the hatch 
tiiere. which they then did. 
They decided to leave every- 
thing as it is until Nov. 6. 
when they will go on another 
spacewalk and try to fully seal 
the hatch manually.” site said. 

The module's hatch is nor- 
mally closed manually, but 
there are additional locks 
which the cosmonauts did not 
close Monday because when 
they noticed the abnormality 
in pressure their spacesuits 
life-support systems were 
almost exhausted. Ms. 
Medvedkova said. _ . 

Tlie abnormality did not 
show up at low pressure, she 

added , 

Kvant n is linked to Mir s 
other modules via a transfer 
node, and il can be entirely 
sealed off from the rest of the 
station if necessary. 

Tlie spacewalk had been 

delaved by two hours after a 
problem with Solovyov's 
spacesuit was detected, only 
moments before the two men 
were due to venture into 
space. 
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Democracy at new turn 

EXCEPT FOR a few surprises, the results of yes- 
terday's general elections have been largely pre- 
dictable. Most of those who have been re-elected 
or those who have won a seat for the first time 
had stood more or less an equal chance to win. 
depending on the strength of their tribal affilia- 
tions, religious base or ethnic belonging. 

This makes the new Parliament more pre- 
dictable as a whole and easier to manage than if 
political parties and groups had cut for them- 
selves different slices of its make-up. Likewise it 
is safe to assume that this, or another govern- 
ment with essentially the same political and eco- 
nomic outlook, will find in the new House of 
Representatives a willing partner in continuing 
the programme of social, administrative and eco- 
nomic reforms. Leaving matters of foreign affairs 
to His Majesty King Hussein to wisely steer, a 
government of experts and technocrats could do 
the job, unless of course the Crown elects to 
appoint a Cabinet which can compensate for the 
absence of the opposition as represented mainly 
by the Muslim Brotherhood and other respected 
political personalities and groups. 

There have been reports that the leadership 
favours the latter option, if only to provide the 
13th Parliament with the support that it needs in 
order to be more viable and productive. 
Representativeness, on the other hand, can be 
strengthened not only by drawing ministers from 
all shades of the political spectrum but also by- 
selecting more members in the Senate from oppo- 
sition groups and figures. 

People may well argue that the newly-elected 
Lower House is as representative as it could be, 
since it was the free choice of those who boycotted 
the elections to do so. But, having made the point 
that no political group — whether on the right or 
left — can win by staying away from or operating 
outside the democratic game, and having ensured 
that yesterday's elections were conducted freely 
and fairly (despite the problems and the short- 
comings the bureaucracy faced in compiling and 
dispensing of voter lists and cards) the leadership 
may see fit to push again for its long-standing 
policy of inclusion, especially since the country 
encounters some serious challenges. 

These challenges, which, range from fighting 
poverty and high unemployment and falling stan- 
dards of living and stifling bureaucracy to com- 
ing up with a modern election law to restoring 
consensus on national security issues, need the 
cooperation of all in order to be tackled and met. 

It is our, and so many people's, hope that the 
election of the new House is the first in a series of 
steps that aim at strengthening national unity, 
social justice, equality and democracy and 
putting us on the right course for the next decade 
and beyond. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


AI RaTs Fakhri Kawar criticised remarks made by 
Dr. Mazen Armouti. the official spokesperson for the 
elections, for telling reporters that all political shades 
and groups including the Islamists will be represented 
in the 13th Parliament. The spokesperson's remarks do 
not reflect the facts on the ground because certain polit- 
ical parties, including the Islamic Action From (IAF). 
have declared a boycott of the elections, said the writer. 
There is a big difference between a candidate claiming 
that he is Islamist raising religious slogans and a mem- 
ber of the IAF party representing his party in the elec- 
tions, Kawar said. In the first case the candidate, though 
he might be a Muslim, is not authorised by the party to 
represent the group in the elections and so the IAF party 
will not be represented in the coming parliament as the 
spokesperson claimed, the writer added. He said it is 
true that certain Islamists who were nominated by the 
IAF to run in the previous elections are contesting 
again, but he said these are no longer IAF members and 
are merely representing themselves in the elections. 

Al DllStOUr’s Nawaf Zaru decried the Arab coun- 
tries indifference to what is happening in Iraq and the 
threats directed at its people from the U.S. Zaru said 
the sanctions that have been in place for the past seven 
years and the aggression on the Iraqis are not meant to 
force Iraq to comply with U.N. resolutions because 
Baghdad has already done so, Kuwait is no longer 
occupied by Iraqi forces, and the U.N. weapons inspec- 
tion teams have Hushed out all the weapons in Iraq's 
arsenals, the writer added. In fact it is Iraq’s territory 
which is being exposed to aggression by Iran and 
Turkey and also by the U.S. and its allies he said The 
writer said that the continued sanctions are clearly 
designed as a means to impose the American hegemo- 
ny on the Arabs and to subjugate the Arabs to further 
humiliation. He said it is most painful to see the Arabs 
failing to come to the aid of their brothers and sisters 
not only in Iraq but also in Palestine. Libya and Sudan 
which have all been exposed to some kind of sanctions 
by the U.S. and its allies with or without baclting from 
the United Nations. 
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Arab Americans to present positions at 
White House Conference on Hate Crimes 


DESPITE SIGNIFICANT progress in race and 
ethnic relations in the U.S.. problems still 
remain. In the past few years the U.S. has wit- 
nessed the burning of black churches and some 
mosques, vandalism against some Jewish syn- 
agogues. and attacks against individuals based 
on their race, or national origin. 

As reports by some Arab American organisa- 
tions show. Arab Americans, too. have been 
victims of hate crimes. Bur ihe situation of the 
community has dramatically improved, as has 
our ability to defend ourselves and advance our 
concerns in all areas. 

Next week when President Clinton convenes 
the “White House Conference on Hate 
Crimes." Arab Americans will be well repre- 
sented. Eight Arab Americans will be among 
the more than 200 delegates invited by the 
White House to participate in the day-long 
event. 

The issues of racially, ethnically, or religious- 
ly motivated violence have long troubled this 
president. He often speaks of how this problem 
has tom apan several other countries and how 
disturbed he is to see the persistence of such 
hatred in the U.S. 

The purpose of the White House conference, 
in the president’s words, is to “develop a deep- 
er understanding of the problem." of hate 
crimes so that the nadon can “mount an all-oat 
assault" on the problem and “find ways to pre- 
vent hate crimes from occurring in the first 
place.” 

Again, in the president's words, the confer- 
ence will bring to the White House "victims of 
hate crimes and their families to help us under- 
stand why the impact of these acts runs so 
much deeper than the crimes themselves." The 
conference will also bring together law- 
enforcement officials and congressional lead- 
ers “to take a serious look at the existing laws 
against hate crimes and consider ways to 
improve enforcement of these laws." And 
finally the White House event will bring com- 
munity and religious leaders together to dis- 
cuss “solutions that are already making a real 
difference" in communities across the U.S. 

Appearing at the centrepiece session of the 
conference will be victims of hate crimes 
speaking in a panel discussion led by President 
Clinton!” One of the seven panelists chosen to 


participate in the panel will be Sami Odeh. the 
brother of Alex Odeh. the Arab American 
leader murdered in a 1985 terrorist bombing 
attack at his office in California. 

As president of the Arab American Institute 
(A AH. I have been asked to lead one of the 
other panel discussions that will be held during 
the conference. Other Arab Americans invited 
to attend the day-long session include: Abdul 
Rahman Amoudi of the American Muslim 
Council (AMC): Ellie Abboud. president of the 
National Arab .American Business Association: 
and Dr. Hala Maksoud. president of the 
American-Arab Anti-Discrimination 

Committee (ADC). 

All of this points to the increased role Arab 
Americans are now playing, not only in 
defence of our community's rights, but also as 
respected participants in shaping the U.S. poli- 
cy debate about how to protect the rights of all 
Americans. 

Even with this progress, it is important to 
note that those hostile to Arab .American 
advancement continue their efforts to harm the 
community and its leadership. As reports 
issued by Arab American organisations show, 
there are still instances where bigots have 
attacked Arab and Muslim Americans. And 
there is still defamation and negative stereotyp- 
ing in the media which, while not hate-crimes 
in themselves, help create the climate in which 
those crimes are committed. 

Equally disturbing are recent attacks on Arab 
American leaders clearly carried out in an 
effort to stem the community's political 
progress. For the most part, these efforts are the 
work of right-wing ideologues and hardliners 
in the Jewish community. In a few recent inci- 
dents. however, the perpetrators of these 
defamatory campaigns have also included 
some divisive elements within the Arab 
American community itself — a handful of so- 
called “Lebanese patriots" using an anti-Arab 
agenda to advance their “cause.” It was those 
efements who recently allied themselves with 
the right-wing in an effort to derail the nomi- 
nation of an Arab American as ambassador to 
Morocco. And it is this same small group that 
has supported a nasty campaign of defamation 
against myself and Mr. Amoudi of the 
American Muslim Council. 


Our concern with these efforts is not that they 
will succeed. The nomination of Ed Gabriel as 
ambassador to Morocco has moved forward 
and a senior official at the White House called 
me last week to express their support to us over 
the attacks we have had to endure. 

The real concern is that when campaign. 5 - of 
defamation take hold, if only among a fringe of 
society, then the danger exists that hate crimes 
may occur. 

From 1979 to 19S5 there was a six-year peri- 
od where our Arab American organisations 
were routinely defamed. We were called 
extremists and supporters of the “terronsts 
(meaning the PLOl. 

As a result of those verbal attacks many of us 
faced death threats and actual \ ioleni attacks. 
My office, the Palestine Human Rights 
Campaign, was bombed in I9S0. Several ot us 
received repeated death threats and in 1985 
Alex Odeh was murdered. 

In December 1985. I wrote to and testified 
before the U.S. Civil Rights Commission link- 
ins the sustained campaigns of defamation 
against Arab American leaders and organisa- 
tions and the violence and threats of violence to 
which we were subjected. 

I wrote. 

“These acts of violence and threats of vio- 
lence against Arab American organisations are 
but pan of a larger picture of discrimination, 
harassment, and intimidation. We can docu- 
ment numerous instances of active political 
discrimination against Arab Americans, 
“blacklisting" of Arab American political 
activists and spokespersons, and efforts to 
“bait" or taint Arab American leaders and 
organisations as 'Terrorist" or “terrorist sup- 
porters. 

“All of these actions and practices create a 
climate... i which) serve! s) to embolden the 
political opponents of Arab Americans to the 
point where, as we have seen, some have esca- 
lated their opposition to include acts of vio- 
lence against .Arab Americans and their organ- 
isations." 

This is the same message I will rake to the 
White House Conference on Hate Crimes next 
week, confident that our message will be 
heard, that we will be supported and defended, 
and that our advancement will not stop. 


Democracies that take liberties 


THE AMERICAN diplomat 
Richard Holbrooke pondered a 
problem on the eve of the 
September 1996 elections in 
Bosnia." which were meant to 
restore civic life to the region. 
“Suppose the election was declared 
free and fair.” he said, and those 
elected are “racists, fascists, sepa- 
ratists, who are publicly opposed to 
[peace and reintegration]. That is 
the dilemma." 

Indeed it is. not just in the former 
Yugoslavia. but increasingly 
around the world. Democratically 
elected regimes, often ones that 
have been reelected or reaffirmed 
through referendums, are routinely 
ignoring constitutional limits on 
their power and depriving their cit- 
izens of basic rights and freedoms. 
From Peru to the Palestinian 
Authority, from Slovakia to Sri 
Lanka, from Pakistan to the 
Philippines, we see the rise of a 
disturbing phenomenon in interna- 
tional life — illiberal democracy. 

It has been difficult to recognise 
this problem because for almost a 
century in the West, democracy has 
meant liberal democracy — a polit- 
ical system marked not by free and 
fair elections, but also by the rule 
of law. a separation of powers, and 
the protection of basic liberties of 
speech, assembly, religion and 
property. In fact, this later bundle 
of freedoms — what might be 
termed constitutional liberalism — 
is theoretically different and histor- 
ically distinct from democracy. 
Today the two strands of liberal 
democracy, interwoven in the 
Western political fabric, are com- 
ing apart in the rest of the world. . 
Democracy is flourishing; constitu- 
tional liberalism is not. 

Westerners are growing uneasy at 
the rapid spread of multiparty elec- 
tions across south-central E’urope, 
Asia. Africa and Latin America, 
perhaps because of what happens 
after the elections. Popular leaders 
like Russia’s Boris Yeltsin and 
Peru's Alberto Fujimori bypass 
their parliaments and rule by presi- 
dential decree, eroding basic con- 
stitutional practices. Ethiopia’s 
elected government turns its secu- 
rity forces on journalists and polit- 
ical opponents, doing permanent 
damage to human rights (as well as 
human beings). 

Naturally there is a spectrum of 
illiberal democracy, from modest 
offenders like Argentina to near 
tyrannies like Kazakistan and 

Belarus, with countries like 

Romania and Bangladesh in 

between. Along much of the spec- 

trum, elections are rarely as fair as 
in the West today, but they do 
reflect the reality of popular partic- 
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ipation in politics and support for 
those elected. 

Freedom House's i 996-97 sur- 
vey, “Freedom in the World.” has 
separate rankings for political lib- 
erties and civil liberties, which cor- 
respond roughly with democracy 
and constitutional liberalism, 
respectively. Of the countries that 
lie between confirmed dictatorship 
and consolidated democracy. 50 
per cent do better on political liber- 
ties than on civil ones. In other 
words, half of the “democratising" 
countries in the world today are 
illiberal democracies. 


eralism. In contrast to the Western 
path, during the last two decades in 
Latin America. Africa and pans of 
Asia, dictatorships have given way 
to democracy with no intervening 
liberalisation. The results are not 
encouraging. In the Western 
Hemisphere, with elections having 
been held in every country except 
Cuba, a 1 993 study by the scholar 
Larry Diamond determined that 10 
of the 22 principal Latin countries 
“have levels of human rights abuse 
that are incompatible with the con- 
solidation of [liberal J democracy” 
In Argentina. President Carlos Saul 


Constitutional liberalism has led to 
democracy , but democracy does not 
seem to bring constitutional 
liberalism. 


Until the 20th century, most 
countries, in Western Europe were 
not democracies. The franchise 
was tightly restricted, and elected 
legislatures had little power. In 
1830 Great Britain, in some ways 
the most democratic European 
nation, allowed barely 2 per cent of 
its population to vote for one house 
of Parliament; that figure rose to 7 
per cent after 1867 and reached 
around 40 per cent in the 1880s. 
Only in the late 1940s did most 
Western countries become full- 
fledged democracies, with univer- 
sal adult suffrage. 

But 100 years ; 

earlier, by the late 
1840s, most of In fha 

them had adopted 
important aspects WC 

of constitutional 
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In the Islamic 
World, 

democratisation 
has led to an 
increasing role 
for theocratic 
politics, eroding 
long-standing 
traditions of 
secularism and 
tolerance. 


Menem rules using presidential 
decrees and has proclaimed almost 
300, more than all previous 
.Argentine presidents put together, 
going back to 1S53! 

Elections have been held in most 
of the 45 sub-Saharan states of 
Africa since 1991 (18 in 1996 
alone), and there have been many 
setbacks for freedom. The scholar 
Michael Chege surveyed the recent 
wave of democratisation and wrote 
that the continent had “overempha- 
sised multiparty elections" and 
“correspondingly neglected the 
basic .tenets of 
■ liberal gover- 

nance.” In 

[ clam if* Central Asia. 

SI a mi lr elections, even 

rid when reasonably 

free. as in 

ificatian and 

lUSailUii Kazakstan, have 

J f— resulted in strong 

* ^ executives, weak 

legislatures and 

mg role ju s i( c and 

little freedom. 

OCratlC In the Islamic 
-- World, democra- 

eroaing Nation has led 

4nWin/Y t0 311 iQcreasin g 

alluiny role for theocrat- 

x ie politics, erod- 

OnS OT Log long-stand- 

. _ ini traditions of 

'Sm anu secularism and 

tolerance. In 
mce . many parts of 

that world like 
Tunisia. 

Morocco. Egypt 


and some of the Arab Gulf states, 
were elections to be held tomor- 
row. the resulting regimes would 
almost certainly be more illiberal 
than the ones now in place. 

A proper appreciation of consti- 
tutional liberalism has a variety of 
implications for American foreign 
policy. First, it suggests a certain 
humility. While it is easy to impose 
elections on a country, it is more 
difficult to push constitutional lib- 
eralism on a society. The process of 
genuine liberalisation and democ- 
ratisation is gradual and long-term: 
it is a process in which an election 
is only one step. 

Hence, the absence of free and 
fair elections should be viewed as 
one flaw, not the definition of 
tyranny. Elections are an important 
virtue of governance, but they are 
not the only virtue. Economic, civil 
and religious liberties are at the 
core of human autonomy and dig- 
nity. If a government with limited 
democracy steadily expands these 
freedoms, it should not be branded 
a dictatorship. 

Despite the limited political 
choice they offer, countries like 
Singapore, Malaysia and Thailand 
provide a better environment for 
the life, liberty and happiness of 
their citizens than do illiberal 
democracies like Slovakia and 
Ghana. And the pressures of global 
capitalism can push the process of 
liberalisation forward. Markets and 
morals can work together. Even 
China, has given its citizens more 
autonomy and economic liberty 
than they have had in generations. 

Today, in the face of a spreading 
virus of iJIiberalism. the most use- 
ful role that the international com- 
munity and the United States can 
play is — instead of searching for 
new lands to democratise — to 
consolidate democracy where it 
has taken root and to encourage the 
gradual development of constitu- 
tional liberalism across the globe. 

Democracy without constitution- 
al liberalism is not simply inade- 
quate, but dangerous, bringing with 
it the erosion of liberty, the abuse 
of power, ethnic divisions and even 
war. Eighty years ago, Woodrow 
Wilson took the United States into 
the 20th century with a challenge, 
to make the world safe for democ- 
racy. As we approach the next cen- 
tury. our task is to make democracy 
safe for the world. 

The writer is managing editor of 
Foreign Affairs. This article is 
reprinted from the New York Times. 


Shopper’s 
! guide to | 
! history , 

; i 

By Ali Ksssay 

! IBN BATOUTA. the great 
. Arab traveller, sai down 
: and crossed his legs on the 
soft velvet cushions, tuck- 
! inn his feel under his 
'haunches as required by 
I politeness, and he began 
: the narrative of his travels 
' in foreign parts. “We have | 
'journeyed beyond where 
! the sun rises and sets. We ! 
! went to strange lands j 
i some of them not yet j 
! known to man. We under- j 
; went great ordeals on land j 
; and sea — strong winds 
thar lifted our boats as if 
! they were feathers, blood- * 
I thirsty highwaymen ] 
, whose hearts are made of j 
- stone, ferocious savages [ 
{ who have not heard of 
; human mercy, and wild 
| beasts that can rip a man 
I apan with one sweep of 
their clawed paws. And 
wherever we were able to 
go by the grace of the 
Almighty God and the 
munificence of the noble 
Caliph, wc did some shop- 
ping." 

OK. so Ibn Batouta ; 
probably did not quite put 
it like that. But really, 
have you ever thought 
how much of human his- 
tory has been shaped by 
the urge to shop ? I first 
started thinking about it a 
few years ago after a lec- 
ture on the collapse of the 
Soviet Union, given in 
Paris by a visiting 
American political scien- 
tist. To drive his point 
home he exclaimed: "Let 
us have no illusions about 
it. What happened in the 
Soviet Union was not 
about democracy. It was 
about shopping." Well, if 
one were to compare the 
progress achieved virtual- 
ly all over the world in 
these two fields, it would 
be hard to say that he was 
wrong. 

Nor is this a new phe- 
nomenon. Virtually from 
the first hour of history', 
there has been no limit, 
hem, or boundary to man's 
eagerness to find a new 
gadget that he could buy 
or sell. There was no 
extreme to which he 
would not go in order to 
satisfy this "thirst to trade. 
Our noble ancestors, the 
Nabataeans were among 
the first to realise this and 
put it to good use. Seeing 
a lot of people come and 
go with carael'saddles (the 
forerunners of today’s 
plastic shopping bags) 
laden with curios, they 
suggested charging these 
travellers a small amount 
of money in return for pro- 
tection. principally from 
themselves. The traders, 
always preferring to deal 
than to fight, were only 
too happy to pay this com- 
mission. and the 
Nabataeans built a major 
empire and civilisation on 
this revenue. 

More recently, shopping 
was the principal shield 
that preserved Western 
Europe against the 
Communist threat. 

During the great depres- 
sion, socialist and commu- 
nist groups mushroomed 
in that continent. But man 
learned his lesson. After 
the Second World War, 
people had money in their 
pockets, and the poor 
communists did not stand 
a chance. Every time they 
cornered somebody and 
started warming up to the 
theme of the virtuous red 
dawn, he said: “Yes, yes. 
most interesting, you 
know, but some other tiine 
perhaps. You see. there is 
a sale going on across the 
street." 

Then what happens 
when the all seducing 
Goddess of shopping 
withholds her munificence 
and man spends his days 
evading creditors rather 
than chasing deals? I sup- 
pose he starts to take an 
interest in politics and on 
occasions he follows 
attentively the results of 
elections. 
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t °m e . 0 Fear of corruption from mainland becomes top worry of Hong Kong 
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By Edith M. Lederer 

The Associated Press 

HONG KONG — A 
senior customs officer 
who took bribes to let 
stolen cars into China 
was recently jailed for 
18 months. A chief 
health inspector who 
tipped off restaurants 
about government 
inspections and collect- 
ed $130,000 got nearly 
three years. 

Payoffs and back-room 
deals once were rampant 
in Hong Kong, but since 
the mid-1970s, graft- 
busters have been relent- 
lessly pursuing corrupt 
police, civil servants and 
businessmen. 

Today. Hong Kong is 
considered one of Asia's 
cleanest financial cen- 
tres. But across the bor- 
der in China, bribes and 
influence peddling are 
endemic. . 

A July survey on busi- 
ness corruption in 52 
countries ranked Hong 
Kong as the 18th clean- 
est. barely two steps 
below the United States, 
according to the private 
Berlin-based group 
Transparency 
International. China was 
No. 41. 

With the transfer of 
this booming financial 
centre from British to 
Chinese sovereignty on 
July 1, the Hong Kong 
public and business 
community put fear of 
corruption crossing the 


border as their lop wony 
in survey after survey. 

The graft-busting 
Independent Commis'’- 
sion Against Corruption 
said recently that "cor- 
ruption is still very 
much under control.'' 
Complaints to the com- 
mission about alleged 
corruption dropped in 
July, leaving the overall 
figure for the first seven 
months of the year down 
3 per cent from 1996. 

China itself is keenly 
aware of the issue, judg- 
ing by its repeated 
promises to keep Hong 
Kong isolated from bad 
mainland influences. 

Chinese President 
Jiang Zemin has called 
the problem of corrup- 
tion "horrifying.” But 
China's own anti-graft 
drives don’t inspire con- 
fidence because they tar- 
get low-level officials 
without tackling causes. 

Robert Dorfman, 
director of Herald Hold- 
ings Ltd., said Hong 
Kong investors "trying 
to get the edge" also 
have been the cause of 
some corruption, partic- 
ularly in southern China. 

The prime concern 
here is that well-con- 
nected Chinese and so- 
called "princelings’' — 
the sons and daughters 
of China’s ruling "elites 
— will be able to get 
away with corrupt prac- 
tices in Hong Kong. 

Hong Kong people 
fear retribution if they 


tangle with these power- 
ful nwinlanders. 

They point to Chinese- 
AustraJian businessman 
James Peng, abducted to 
China from the neigh- 
bouring Portuguese 
colony of Macau in 1993 
and jailed for 16 years 
for embezzlement after a 
one-day trial. His wife, 
Lina, says the charges 
were motivated by influ- 
ential Chinese figures 
who want to take-over 
his business. 

Examples of rampant 
corruption reinforce 
public fears. 

A businessman named 
Mr. Hong told Hong 
Kong Radio he paid 
$5,200 to get a piece of 
machinery into China. 

“What’s the use of 
reporting corruption?,” 
another businessman, 
identified as Mr. Tong, 
told the radio station. “If 
you report them. I’m 
sure you won't get 
another chance to do 
business there.” 

Local residents worry 
that mainland compa- 
nies moving into Hong 
Kong could bring their 
bad habits of using 
bribes and connections 
to win deals — and that 
Chinese ministries and 
provincial governments 
will demand preferential 
treatment from the Hong 
Kong government. 

Audre Eu. chairman of 
the Hong Kong Bar 
Association, said her 
main concern is that 


Chinese with the right 
“guanxi,” or connec- 
tions, will now prevail. 

According to opinion 
polls, locals fear that the 
extraordinary powers of 
the graft-busters will be 
diluted. 

The anti-corruption 
commission receives 
some 3,000 complaints a 
year, many on anony- 
mous-tip phone lines 
and about half solid 
enough to merit investi- 
gation. 

Last year. 393 people 
were charged. The con- 
viction rate is between 
60 per cent and 70 per 
cent. 

In recent years, the 
commission has stepped 
up contacts wirh its 
mainland counterparts. 
Yet less than 5 per cent 
of the complaints it 
receives involve cross- 
border crime. 

Robert Broad foot of 
Political and Economic 
Risk Consultancy Ltd., 
which recently conduct- 
ed an Asia-wide corrup- 
tion survey, called this 
figure "inconceivable” 
given China’s rampant 
corruption and extensive 
business links with 
Hong Kong. 

The commission is 
considering introducing 
a law against paying 
bribes outside Hong 
Kong, similar to legisla- 
tion recently adopted by 
the leading industri- 
alised democracies. 

But Commissioner 


ELECTIONS 97 ROUNDUP 


Ghweiri wins highest number of votes 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Noman 
Ghweiri of the Bani Hassan 
tribe won a Zarqa seat in 
the next parliament with 
10,859 votes, the highest 
number among the King- 
dom’s districts. 

“As a tribal candidate, I 
admit that tribal association 
is the base for a candidate. 
[The tribe's] approval and 
support is reflected on the 
performance of the candi- 
date.” Mr. Ghweiri told rhe 
Jordan Times in an earlier 
interview. 

In the country’s second 


largest city. 40 candidates 
were competing for four 
Muslim, one Christian and 
one Cireassian-Chechen 
seat 

A felt absence of the Mus- 
lim Brotherhood, which 
used to mobilise this city on 
elections day, and a power- 
ful tribal domination char- 
acterised the election 
atmosphere in this city, 
considered by many as a 
stronghold of the Muslim 
Brotherhood. 

Yet despite the high num- 
ber of votes obtained by 


some of the candidates in 
Zarqa. only 29 per cent of 
the voters headed to the 
ballot boxes on Tuesday. 
This constituted the second 
lowesr percentage in the 
country after Amman’s 
Second District (26.2 per 
cent). 

Other contestants of the 
strong Bani Hassan tribe 
who won the electoral race 
are: Mahmoud Khalaileh. 
who obtained 6,903 votes, 
and Mikhlid Zawahreh, 
who received 3,199 votes. 

Adnan Mare’i won the 


fourth Muslim with 3,119 
votes. Incumbent Bassam 
Haddadin managed to 

secure the Christian seat for 
the third lime with 1,839 
votes. Veteran and Chechen 
candidate Abdul Baqi 

Jammo lost for . a new 
comer to Zarqa. Mansour 
Murad, who in 1989 repre- 
sented Amman’s Third Dis- 
trict in the 1 1th Parliament. 
Mr. Murad won with 2.089 


Bani Hani leads Irbid winners Rifa’t 


AMMAN (J.T.) — In the 
third largest city Irbid, vot- 
ing results for the candi- 
dates running for the eight 
Muslim seats were close. 

Moh amm ad Bani Hani, 
collected 4,905 votes to top 
the list, followed by 
Mohammad Batayneh who 
collected 4,713. votes 


Abdul Ra’ouf Rawabdeh 
with 4.602. Majed Abab- 
neh, 4,563, Sami Kha- 
sawneh, 4.559, Saleh 
Shawatah, 4,093. Kamil 
Omary, 4,046 and Abdul 
Razaq TubeishaL 3.812. 

Messrs. Rawabdeh, 
Tubeishat and Shawatah ’s 
win was imminent by ana- 


lysts since they aJl served in 
previous parliaments. 

The Christian seat was 
won by candidate Rahji 
Haddad, who collected 
3,096 votes. 

Around 1 70.00 registered 
voters collected their cards 
in Irbid before the elec- 


4 injured in election scuffles 


By Rana Husseini 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — At least four 
people were injured in 
minor scuffles among can- 
didates’ supporters in differ- 
ent parts of the Kingdom- 
according to officials and 
eyewitnesses. 

In Sbafa Badran in 
Amman’s Fifth District, riot 
police had to use clubs and 
teargas to break a fight 
between supporters of two 
candidates, in which four 
people were injured. 

Mazen Armouti, the offi- 
cial spokesperson for the 
elections, Tuesday con- 


firmed the incident, but 
described it as “insignifi- 
cant." 

“In every elections small 
clashes might occur, and 
whar happened in Shala 
Badran is a minor incident.” 
Dr. Armouti told the Jordan 
Times. 

According to an eyewit- 
ness, who preferred not to 
be identified, at least 50 
people were involved in the 
fight, which also resulted in 
the injury of an Associated 
Press cameraman, and dam- 
aged his camera. 

Also in the Fifth District 
in the KhaJda area, there 
were reports of a small 


brawl, but no casualties 
were reported. 

An eyewitness told the 
Jordan Times Tuesday that 
the rioters damaged a 
police riot van. 

Supporters of Husni 
Shiah, a candidate running 
in Irbid, dismayed that 
some of their clan members 
were supporting a rival can- 
didate. Abdul Ra’ouf 
Rawabdeh. broke the wind- 
shield of Mr. Rawabdeh’s 
car. at dawn Tuesday, wit- 
nesses said. 

Police apprehended the 

alleged aggressors. 


wins 

Balqa 

AMMAN (J.T.) — As 

expected, independent 
Lslamist Mohammad 
Rifa’t, who enjoys strong 
popularity inside and out- 
side Baqa refugee camp, 
secured one of the Muslim 
seats for Balqaa with 7.947 
votes. 

Ghaleb Zubi came sec- 
ond with 4.811 votes, fol- 
lowed by Mahmoud 
Kharabsheh who won 
4,250 votes. Abdul Razzaq 
Ensour also secured one of 
the Muslim seats with 
4,234 votes. Salameh Hiari 
and Saoud Ad wan secured 
the fifth and sixth Muslim 
seats with 3.S89 and 3,386 
votes respectively. 

As for the two Christian 
sears, incumbents Samir 
Ka’war and Fawzi 
Tueimeh retained their 
seats. Mr. Kawar won with 
2,260 votes, while Mr. 
Tueimeh won with 1,992 


Apathy, weather keep voters away 


(Continued from page l) 

The absence of the leading opposi- 
tion party — the Islamic Action Front 
(IAF) — played a major role in the 
decline in turnout, compared with a 
higher turnout in the tribal affiliated 
districts. 

The southern district of Tafileh had 
the highest voter turnout of 74 per 
cent 

Candidates worked until the last 
minute in most parts of the Kingdom 
to win voters’ support. In some con- 
stituencies. contestants provided 
transportation for voters, and beefed 
up their campaign by distributing T- 
shirts, leaflets and propaganda cards. 

Nonetheless, this effort up effort, 
did not appear to have increased the 
number of votes altogether. 


One of Amman's First District 
polling centres received only 10 per 
cent of the people registered at that 
centre. 

“It was very calm today, we were 
expecting about 980 voters but only 
91 showed up,” said one of the offi- 
cers monitoring the ballots. 

One of the Third District candi- 
dates said that in some areas, weath- 
er conditions deterred people from 
going out. while in other areas the 
weather did not srop people from 
casting their votes. 

Despite earlier efforts by the gov- 
ernment, many people complained 
that their cards were still missing 
because “candidates striving to 
enhance their chances have taken 
them.' 

“We wanted to vote but we could- 


n’t find our voting cards. We 
inquired more than once but to no 
avail,” a Third District resident said. 

However the entire process was 
described by officials as “just, fair 
and transparent.” 

Minister of State for Information 
Affairs, Samir Mutawi, told the Jor- 
dan Times Tuesday that elections 
"constituted a manifestation of the 
democratic process.” 

British Ambassador to Jordan, 
Christopher Battiscombe, described 
the elections as “a very important 
step in Jordan's democratic process.” 
“Those elected have a very impor- 
tant role to fulfil as upholders of 
democracy which I'm sure they 
will.” said the ambassador. 


Lily Yam said there were 
serious questions about 
cost and enforcement. 

“Our strategy is to try' 
our utmost to keep cor- 
ruption at bay, and if in 
spite of our effort, the 
worst happens, to ensure 
that we will deal with it 
head on,” she told Hong 
Kong Radio. 

Victor Fung, chairman 
of the Hong Kong Trade 
Development Council, 
said the territory's chief 
executive. Tung Chee- 
Hwa. will not tolerate 
“the use of influence to 
get ahead within Hong 
Kong business.” 

“I think he will put a 
very quick stop to that," 
said Mr. Fung, a close 
friend of Mr. Tung's. 

Once Hong Kong's 
new airport is completed 
in 1998, major rail pro- 
jects are envisaged, and 
multinationals will be 
carefully watching the 
bidding process, said 
Stephen Vickers, head of 
Kroll Associates (Asia) 
Ltd., which acts as pri- 
vate investigator and 
adviser for big business. 

He said that if Ameri- 
can and other Western 
multinationals take a 
strong stand against cor- 
ruption from the begin- 
ning, “I don’t think there 
will be a problem.” 




A view of Hong Kong (photo by J. Hamameh) 


Palestinians say gap with Israel is ‘wide’ 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
Palestinian and Israeli 
envoys remain far apart on 
the issues of Israeli troop 
withdrawals and Jewish set- 
tlements. a Palestinian offi- 
cial said Tuesday. 

The delegations held some 
three hours of talks with U.S. 
mediators at an institute in 
nearby Arlington. Virginia 
and were due to reconvene 
Wednesday. U.S. officials 
said. 

“It is evident that the gap is 
wide between these posi- 
tions" Palestinian National 
Authority (PNA) chief nego- 
tiator Saeb Erakat told 
Agence France Presse 
(AFP). 

During the talks, the Pales- 
tinians reiterated their view 


that Israel must carry out pre- 
viously-agreed troop with- 
drawals from the West Bonk 
and halt building of Jewish 
settlements. 

“1 hope that the American 
administration has under- 
stood now that these are the 
issues, these are the indica- 
tors as far as we are con- 
cerned, of whether the peace 
process is being revived or 
not.” PNA negotiator Erakat 
said. 

Meetings between lower- 
level officials were expected 
to be held in the evening at 
the hotels where the delega- 
tions were staying, a U.S. 
official said. 

Some 30 officials from 
three delegations led by U.S. 
mediator Dennis Ross. 


Election winners 

(Continued from page 1) 


1- Mohammad Bani Hani 

2- Mohammad Bataineh 

3- Abdul Raouf Rawabdeh 


4- Majed Ababneh 4.563 

5- Sami Khasawneh 4,559 

6- Saleh Sha'wara 4.093 

7- Kamel AJ Omari 4,046 

8- Abdul Razzaq Tbeishat 3,812 

9- Raji Haddad (Christian seat) 3,096 
Karak: 

1- Khaled Tarawneh 6,638 

2- Amjad Majali 6.060 

3- Ayed Adhayleh 5, 166 

4- Abdul Hadi Majali 5, i 33 


5- Mohammd Amr 

6- Riyadh Saraireft 

7- Mansour Ben Tarif 


8- Abdullah Zureiqat 

9- Nazih Ammarin (Christian) 


Moan: 

1- Ahmad Abu Agala Khattab 2,767 

2- Walid Awajan 2.345 

3- Navef Abu Hilaleh 1 ,96 1 


Aqaba: 

1- Mohammad A1 Badri 

2- Ziad AI Shweikh 


Zarqa: 

1- Nu'man Ghweiri 10,853 

2- Mohammad Khalaileh 6,903 

3- Mikhlef Zawahreh 3,199 

4- AdnanMirai 3,119 

5- Bassam Haddadin (Christian seal) 

1,839 


Israeli Foreign Minister 
David Levy and PNA nego- 
tiator Mahmoud Abbas con- 
vened for the talks in Arling- 
ton. 

At the outset of the talks, 
Mr. Ross said in this Wash- 
ington suburb that "all the 
issues" were on the agenda 
for the meeting called to 
explore formulas for acceler- 
ating negotiations on a final 
Israel i- Palestinian peace set- 
tlement. 

Mr. Erakat told AFP earli- 
er that long-oveitiue Israeli 
troop withdrawals from die 
West Bank and a hair to 
expansions of Jewish settle- 
ments would top the agenda. 

"The cardinal issue for us 
is the issue of further rede- 
ployment and unilateral 


6- Mansou r M u rad 2,089 


Mnfraq: 

I- Abdul Karim Dughmi 5,328 


steps," he said. The meetings 
here opened after the Pales- 
tinians bowed to U.S. and 
Israeli demands and agreed 
to dispatch experts to discuss 
issues linked to interim peace 
accords. 

The Palestinians had left 
the experts behind to under- 
score their resolve to tackle 
the two issues crucial to them 
but Mr. Erakar confirmed 
they would be on hand 
Wednesday for negotiations. 

■ U.S. Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright told 
Abbas at a meeting Monday 
that the experts should be 
present to ensure tluit techni- 
cal cooperation can be dis- 
cussed along with other 
items. 


Parliament. JDUP 
1 1 th Parliament, 
leftist 


1 1 th. 12th 
Parliament, 
former deputy PM 


12th Parliament 

12th Parliament, 
former minister 
Retiered General 


Former senator, 

ex-director of CDD 

former ambassador, 

independent 

Independent 

12th Parliament. 

Former minister 

NCP 

Tribal 

Tribal 

12th Parliament, 
former minister, 
independent 
11th Parliament, 
independent 

12th Parliament 
Independent 


Ex-directotr, Ma’an 
Agriculture Department 
Sharia professor 
Former school 
headmaster 


2- Mohammad Abu Aleem 3,737 

3- Nawvvaf AI Khawaldeh 2.S59 


Tafileh: 

1- Mohammad AI Ouran 2,96 

2- Abdullah Akaileh 2.104 

3- Sudki Shebaiat 2,092 

Central Bedouins: 

1- SaJehAl Jbour 2,761 

2- Ghazi AI Fayez 2,539 

Northern Bedouins: 

I - Saad Hayel Saw 6,281 

2- Dei fill 1 ah Ku'eibir 4,683 

Southern Bedouins: 

1- Abdullah AlJuzi 1921 

2- Bakhit AI Miinny'u 2,565 

Ajloun: 

I - Huzem Momani 3,353 

2- Ahmad Annab 2.895 

3- Ridha Haddad ( Christian I 885 

Ramtha & Bani Kinana: 

1- Fawwaz Zu'bi 6.629 

2- Ghazi Obeidat 5,648 

Koura & Northern Jordan Valley 

1- Mijhem AI Suqour 5J44 

2- Yousef Shreideh 3238 

Balqa: 

1- Moltamnid Raafat 7,947 


1 1th. 12th 
Parliament, ind. 

1 1th. 12th 
Pari i a men L ind. 
lldi Parliament, 
independent 


Physician. 

Arab Land Party 
Iith.I2th Parliament. 
Islamist 


Independent 

Independent 


11th. 12th speaker, 
independent 
Tribal leader 


Ex-minister, independent 
Independent, /slamist 


Businessman 
1 1 ill Parliament 


1 2ih Parliament 
Phv&iciun 


Surgeon 

11th Parliament, 

centrist 


Bani Hassan tribe 
Bani Hassan tribe 
Bani Hassan tribe 
Independent 

lHh,12th 


2- Ghaleb AI Zu'bi 4.S 1 1 

3- Mahmoud Khitrubsheli 4.150 
± Abdul Razzaq Ensour 4,234 

5- Salameh A I Hiyari 3,889 

6- Saoud AI Edwan 3286 

7- Samir Kawar (Christian seat) 

2260 

8- Fawzi Tu'eimeh (Christian seat) 

1,992 


Muslim cleric. 

Baqaa refugee camp, 
independent 
Retired police general, 
now' lawyer, independent 
Lawyer, independent 
Ex-minister, physician 
Agricultural engineer 
Former judge 

12 th Parliament; 
former minister 

1 2th Parliament 
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World trade unions shrink 


GENEVA (AFP) — Sweep- 
ing changes in the global 
economy have led ro a dra- 
matic drop in trade union 
membership over the last 
decade, producing a vastly 
different labour landscape, a 
report by the International 
Labour Organisation (ILO) 
issued Tuesday said. 

Globalisarion, favouring 
capital mobility, new produc- 
tion methods and Qighi to low 
wage countries, risks dividing 
the workforce and widening 
social inequalities, the World 
Labour Report 1997-1998 
warns. 

Union membership over the 
10 years to 1995 fell in all but 
20 of the 92 countries sur- 
veyed by the DLO for its 
report- 

In 1995. membership stood 
at 164 million workers fnot 
including China) compared to 
a global estimated workforce 
of 13 billion people. 

Less than one fifth of work- 
ers in 48 countries were union 
members, and only in 14 
countries did the rate of union 
membership exceed 50 per 
cent 

Central and eastern Europe 
saw the sharpest plunge, with 
an average decline of 37 per 
cent. However, the main rea- 
son was the ending of quasi- 
obligatory union membership 
following the breakup of the 
former Soviet Bloc at the start 
of the decade, the ILO said 


South Africa was one of the 
few to register a huge rise in 
union membership, with most 
of the jump following ihe 
demise of apartheid in the 
early 1990s. 

Bangladesh. South Korea, 
the Philippines, Thailand and 
Hong Kong also saw mem- 
bership rises in absolute num- 
bers. 

The slashing of jobs in rich 
countries’ manufacturing 
industries, which has caused 
unemployment to swell in 
Europe, and the pressures of 
globalisation were the main 
culprits in shrinking unionisa- 
tion, according to the ILO. 

Droves of industrialised 
countries had shifted produc- 
tion to poor countries with 
low labour costs, leading to 
the disappearance at home of 
low-skilled, labour-intensive 
jobs which have been tradi- 
tional bastions of unionisa- 
tion. 

Also, “white collar" work- 
ers in ihe rich world's grow- 
ing service sector were less 
attracted to unions while new 
groups, including women, the 
young, and the highly skilled 
have proved more difficult to 
organise, the report said. 

Some countries had 
squelched unions in the hope 
of attracting foreign invest- 
ment. said the repon. 

Social policies have also 
had a negative impact on 
unions. 


The health insurance 
reform in Israel, for example, 
prohibited the trade-union 
confederation from offering 
health care, which led to an 
immediate sharp drop in 
union membership. 

The weakening of protec- 
tive trade union legislation in 
Britain and New Zealand has 
had a "similar" impact. 

Restrictions and anti-union 
activities remain pervasive in 
many countries. 

The globalisation of the 
financial system has shifted 
power to the international 
financial markets, a change 
that has inevitably affected 
worker and union strategies, 
the report said. 

”The big question for the 
unions confronted with glob- 
alisation of the economy is 
how to mobilise on an 
international level the capaci- 
ty to act that they've lost on 
the national level.** FLO 
Director General Michel 
Hansenne told journalists. 

He cited as examples cross- 
border campaigns started 
against firms that use child 
labour and employ slave- 
wage “sweat shop" workers. 

“The struggle has to move 
from the arena of production 
to consumption.” Mr. 
Hansenne said. “Today, if 
organisations want to hit 
where it hurts, (they must aim 
at) the markets, the brand 
names.” 


Mr. Hansenne is not cowed 
by the numbers, insisting they 
“tell only pan of the story" 
and that union influence in 
many cases is still strong. 

In France, for example, 
union power is still potent 
though paradoxically just 
nine per cent of French work- 
ers are union members. 

Power is wielded by a “mil- 
itant” core which has been 
successful in mobilising pub- 
lic sector workers to its cause. 

Public sector strikes across 
France in 1995, which were 
backed by a large worker 

constituency, had a crippling 
effect on the economy. 

The French lorry drivers' 
strike on Monday, with track- 
ers setting up blockades 
across the country, was 
another instance of militant 
unionism at play. 

In contrast, in Sweden, 
where unionisation runs at 
over 90 per cent of the work- 
force. strikes and disputes are 
rare. 

“In Sweden. 10 per cent (of 
workers) are activists, the 
others are just paying their 
membership fees.” said Jean- 
Michel Servais. head of the 
ELO’s professional relations 
working group. 

“In France (workers) don’t 
pay their fees, but when there 
is a problem, they go for 
action." he added. 


Asian crisis will 
cut global growth — 
HSBC James Capel 


LONDON (AFP) — The 
Asian financial crisis, 
which last week showed 
signs of spreading to Larin 
America, will cool global 
economic growth next year 
to 3.9 per cent, from 4.5 per 
cent forecast before the tur- 
bulence began, a study- 
forecast Tuesday. 

HSBC James Capel. the 
British-based brokerage 
owned by HSBC Holdings, 
said that a slowing of 
growth in Asia and Brazil 
would reduce growth in the 
world's largest economy, 
the United States, by as 
much as 0.7 per cent in 
1998. 

The bank forecast that the 
U.S. economy, which in the 
third quarter of 1997 pow- 
ered forward at an annual 
rate of 3.5 per cent, will 
grow by just 2.0 to 2.25 per 
cent next year. 

The United States was 
more exposed than Europe, 
because a far bigger slice of 
U.S. exports than of Euro- 
pean exports is destined for 
Asian markets, and the dol- 
lar has jumped against 
emerging market curren- 
cies. making U.S. goods 
more expensive. 


Western economies 
would face more pain from 
a reduction of exports than 
any fall in consumer spend- 
ing caused by the recent 
turmoil on global stock 
markets. HSBC James 
Capel said. 

In Asia, which attracts 31 
per cent of U.S. exports, 
stock markets have taken a 
battering and local curren- 
cies have plunged in value 
since the financial crisis 
began in Thailand in June. 

Authorities in the region 
have been forced to push up 
interest rates sharply to 
protect their local curren- 
cies. which will slow eco- 
nomic growth. 

Japan, which relies on 
South East Asia as a major 
export market, will also be 
hit indirectly by the prob- 
lems in Thailand, Malaysia. 
Indonesia, the Philippines, 
Singapore and Hong Kong. 

In Asia, excluding Japan 
and China. HSBC James 
Capel now expects regional 
economies to expand by 
just four per cent, rather 
than the surging 6.75 per 
cent growth forecast before 
the stan of the financial 
upheavals. 
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EBRD urges more reform 
amid upturn in eastern Europe 


l-t’s not j ust a Movie Theatre, 
It’s a revolution in entertainment. 
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LONDON (AFP) — Eastern 
Europe is expected to see 
economic growth for the 
first rime for years this year 
and to continue its ascent in 
1998. according to an EBRD 
report which also urges 
these countries to embark on 
further reforms. 

.As a result of economic 
recovery in Russia, which is 
expected tq show growth of 
one per cent after years of 
decline, the overall improve- 
ment in gross domestic 
product (GDH) for the coun- 
tries of central and eastern 
Europe and the former Sovi- 
et Union is expected to be 
1.7 percent in 1997. 

In 1996. Russian GDP fell 
back by five per cenL 

In its annual report pub- 
lished in London, the Euro- 
pean Bank for Reconstruc- 
tion and Development 
(EBRD) predicts the whole 
region will record 3.5 per 
cent growth in 1998. 

However, the EBRD, cre- 
ated in 1991 to assist the 
economic transformation of 
former communist coun- 
tries, argues that to consoli- 
date the progress, these 


countries must now under- 
take a new set of reforms. 

By giving loans and by 
holding shares in compa- 
nies. Ihe bank seeks to 
underpin the transition to a 
market economy in 26 coun- 
tries in the former Soviet 
Union and its former satel- 
lite regimes, in the former 
Yugoslavia and Albania. 

“It is possible that in 20 
years' rime, some of the 
world’s ‘tiger’ economies 
will be found in this region. 
However. the growth 
progress should not be seen 
as mechanical or automat- 
ic.” the EBRD warned. 

The organisation's chief 
economist Nick Stem said 
further: “The challenge of 
the new phase of transition 
will be to create a w ell-func- 
tioning and stable market 
economy. Effective market- 
oriented governance will be 
crucial." 

As the EBRD sees it, these 
countries must equip them- 
selves with effective finan- 
cial institutions and they 
must counter deep-rooted 
problems. 

The body’s report stresses 


the need to break with “the 
legacy of bureaucratic inter- 
ference and corruption that 
undermines investment and 
corruption." 

Even in the most devel- 
oped countries in the zone, 
financial institutions must 
be strengthened in order to 
participate in economic 
developmenL 

Of Russia, which has by 
far the strongest economy in 
the region, the report noted: 
“Following slow reforms in 
1996 and early 1997. struc- 
tural reforms have accelerat- 
ed since the appointment of 
the new government and the 
initiation of a comprehen- 
sive reform programme in 
March 1997." 

Azerbaijan. Bulgaria. 
Georgia and Romania, 
meanwhile, saw impressive 
progress in 1997. 

By constrast, Belarus, Slo- 
vakia and Uzbekistan took a 
step backwards and Ukraine 
ground to a halL 

In the short-term, the flip- 
side of economic growth is 
increased imports and. in 
many cases, foreign trade 
deficits have deepened. 


courage to try. ausi h ui» ^ ■■ ■* — ■ re- 

coil Id inspire you to make some romantic plans for this 
weekend. Thai’s a marvellous idea, by the way. Condi- 
tions will be excellent. 

GEMINI 

(May 21 to June 21 1 You and your sweetheart will be 
discussing jointly held finances tor the next lew weeks. 
Instead of arming, come up w ith a scheme that will 
provide more” security. If you’re going to hate to talk 
about money, talk about having more later, rather than 
spending it all now*. . 

MOON CHILDREN 

(June 22 to July 21 ) Something that's been difficult to 
understand or accomplish in a partnership situation will 
become easier for the next couple weeks. It will be eas- 
ier for you and your mate to talk. Legal matters are more 
likely to so vour wav. Ask an expert ior assistance. 

' LEO 

(July 22 to August 2 1 ) You won't be able to do things 
exactly the way you want. There will be some barriers 
in the morning, and another hassle around the middle 
of the day. Things are going to turn out OK. but it s not 
an easy day for you. Be patient and persistent. That’s 
how you will succeed. 

VIRGO 

(August 22 to September 22) It looks like you're doing 
really well in romance. If you don’t have a relationship 
going right now. not to worry. You've had a bit of a 
strain lately, but you're starting to relax. You’re look- 
ing good and attracting a lot of positive attention. 
LIBRA 

(September 23 to October 22) An obligation to finish 
something you promised around the house is weighing 
on you. The other person is tired of w aiting. This will 
be to your own benefit as w ell. The more nice things 
you do for the people at home, the more they'll do for 
you. 

SCORPIO 

(October 23 to November 21) For the next several 
weeks, you'll be learning about love. How wonderful 
for you, and for your sweetheart. It looks like the two 
of you will have plenty of fun doing the homew ork in 
this class. You'll also learn from the one you love. Lis- 
ten carefully tonight. 

SAGITTARIUS 

(November 22 to December 21) You’ve got more 
money coming in. and that's good. There’s quite a lot 
going out, too. and that's painftil. Don’t spend it all on 
toys. The temptation will be terrible. Make sure you 
have your obligations handled First. 

CAPRICORN 

(December 22 to January 20) You're going to be luck- 
ier in love for rhe nexr several weeks. That's only the 
beginning. You're also getting stronger and more com- 
passionate. You can give good advice without seeming 
harsh about it. That will be much appreciated. 
AQUARIUS 

(January 21 to February 19) Relationships go through 
phases. Sometimes you feel like being with a lot of 
other people. Sometimes you feel like snuggling. 
Sometimes you feel like talking about problems. 
Sometimes you feel like planning for the future. Today, 
finish a project you've been working on. 

PISCES 

(February 20 to March 20) Your relationships with 
your friends are better than they've even been. You’re 
a very popular person because you're such a sweet- 
heart. You really are nice, right down to the core of 
your being. A lot of people care very much about you. 
Accept their compliments graciously. 

Birthstone of November: Topaz — Tiger’s Eye j 


THE Daily Crossword 


ACROSS 

1 Forbidding 
5 Priscilla’s man 
10 Frsh or funny 
follower 

14 Assistant 

15 Bete — 

16 Location 

17 “Presumed 
Innocent” author 

1 9 Fibber 

20 North star 

21 Proclaim 

23 Destiny 

24 Blood related 
prefix 

25 Mormon: abbr. 
28 Showers 

affection 
30 Indian prince 
35 Jot 

37 Cato's dozen 

38 Cigar 

39 National anthem 
name 

42 Plaid fabric 

43 Silent 

44 Resting place 

45 Snooze 

46 Hardens 

48 — Lanka 

49 Long, narrative 
poem 

51 DDE 

53 Sorghum and 
sugar cane 
57 Quieted 

61 Amour 

62 City near 
Phoenix 

64 Pizza parlor 
item 

65 Resort lake 

66 Otherwise 

67 Funny Lahr 

68 Incline 

69 Street 

DOWN 

1 Breathe 
laboriously 

2 Puerto — 

3 Hero 

4 Basic character 

5 Serum 
constituent 

6 Gehrig and 
Rawls 
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by Stanley B. Whitten 


7 NNE, ag. 

8 Eats away 

9 More recent 

10 Tumble 

11 Diva's song 

12 Raise 

13 Stable occupant 
18 Walked 

22 French painter 
of note 

24 Kind of 
disturbance 

25 Raises 

26 PGA tour name 

27 Look fixedly 
29 “My country, — 

of thee" 

31 Part of BA. 

32 Pranks 

33 Keep — to the 
ground 

34 Missouri town 
36 Feed the kitty 
38 Panel 

40 May and Cod 

41 Mongrel 
46 Relating to 

finance 
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□□□□ □□□□ BBBBCI 
□□□a □□□□□□□□eb 
□□□□□□□□ unnnnn 

□□□□DBG BQBQ_ 

□OB BOB tUtlU 
□□□□□ anoni moan 
ooQQiSBQaaEiBmoaia 
□ODO □□□□ nnnn ro 

□□□ bdq non 

naos edohebe 

□hbdeq □□□Soane 
□□□□□□□□□a anno 

□□BOB HQOB □□□□ 

!□□□□□ □□□□ anna 



My dad hated to waste anything. 
Once he tried to make soup 
from leftover paint.” 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 

* by H«nri Arnold and Miles AnjSrior 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ortfinary words. 


6 1397 Tribune Marita Sovicas. Int 
An rights reserved. 


47 Snow runners 
50 Gnats, et al. 

52 Church official 

53 Small drop 

54 Wander 

55 State strongly 

56 Transmitted 


57 Cease 

58 Edouard — , 
composer 

59 Noted lioness 

60 Act 

63 Expression of 
discovery 



MUTT/ ns WORKING/ 
NOW rr RUNS OFF/ 





&/£ vx&ttm 


Answer hero : A | 


Now arrange the circled tetters lo 
form the surprise answer, as suf 
gested by the above cartoon. 


a r. «Ti rn 

(Answers tomorrow 


Yesterday's Jumbles: IRATE PECAN RAVAGE EXTANT 

' Answer Watching the tattoo artist work became ff>«S “ 
PENETRATING 
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Business & Finance 




^ A mien 

Jordan — The Lion of the Desert 


** AT A business conference, organised by 
the European institution Euromoney in 
EgypL a businesswoman criticised Egypt- 
ian businessmen for talking too much and 
not translating their words into actions. 
“You call for a unified Arab market but do 
not respond to the call; unlike Jordanians 
who invest in Egypt," the businesswoman. 
Shareen Dajani. told the conference which 
was attended by about 1.800 businessmen 
from Europe, Asia and America. 

“Egyptians talk much about their very- 
close des with Jordan and about regional 
alliance between the two countries us well 
as joint interest and a nucleus for unified 
Arab action but they have not invested 
anything in Jordan despite spreading their 
investments abroad." Dr. Dajani said. 

Dr. Dajani told the conference that there 
are around 300.000 Egyptians working in 
Jordan and four joint ventures (the Cairc> 
Amman Bank, two food industries and one 
contracting firm) whereas Jordanian invest- 
ments in Egypt have reached 1.6 billion 
Egyptian pounds through 120 projects in 
aJJ fields. 

She went on to say that Jordanians have 
tolerated all kinds of difficulties that hin- 
dered investments in Egypt during the 80s 


but continued lu invest unlike others who 
withdrew from the country. 
i * s regrettable that Arabs speak pub- 
licly of regional dealing but compete 
secretly, she said, adding: "They produce 
the same products and get with each other 
in competing in international and regional 
markets." 

Dr. Dajani emphasised that the fact 
remains that Arabs do not learn from 
lessons in the world markets. "They arc 
simple lessons showing that cooperation 
among regional economies is the safest 
security for the future." she said noting that 
the future of the Arabs depends upon the 
extent of chances they are willing to effect 
on their thinking, behaviour and values. 

"Front this podium, 1 strongly call on all 
Egyptians to transform words into deeds, 
facts and realities by investing in Jordan 
and establishing the bases for joint action.'’ 
Dr. Dajani emphasised. 

Noting that the conference was held 
under the slogan: "Egypt — The Tiger on 
die Nile." she proposed that when a similar 
conference is held in Jordan it should be 
given the title of: "Jordan — The Lion of 
the Desert.” ( AJ Aswaqk 
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The Business of Information 


Major Currencies & Cross 


Prices as at 4/11/97 23:55 


US Dollar 
DEMark 
GB Starling 
GH Franc 
JP Yen 
GJWBoUar 
ITLIra 
: NL Guilder 
FR Franc 


US Dollar 
’Jordan Dinar - 
Saudi Riyal 
Bahrain Dinar 
Qatar Dinar 
j Kuwait Dinar : 
Emirates Dinar 

; Lebanese/! OflO 
Egyptian 
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r.jfTli,. : .. NLp : 
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1.7225 

0.5938 

1.4035 

122.05 

1.4009 

1688.90 1.9420 

0,5806 

- 

041444 

0.8147 

70.89 

(LSI 31 

979.92 1.1273 

1.6642 

2.9025 

- 

2.3642 

205^9 

2.3594 

2844.11 3.2703 

0.7125 

122.64 

0.4225 

- 

86.94 

0.9974 

120249 1384)9 

0.0062 

1.4102 

0.4858 

1.1490 

- 

1.1469 

13.82 1 56.98 

0.7138 

1.2275 

0.4236 

1.0006 

1.15 

- 

1203.48 ■ 1,3836 

0.0006 

1.0200 

0.3514 

04)831 

1384.66 

0.8296 

11.50 

tL5149 

88.65 

0.3054 

7226 

62JJ1 

0.7210 

86859 

0.1733 

0.2984 

0.1028 

24.3140 

21.13 

0.2427 

33.64 33.6400 


Middle Eastern Currencies 


0.7080 

3.7505 

03770 

3.6405 

03033 

- 

53973 

03325 

5.1419 

04284 

0.1888 

- 

0.1005 

0.97 

0.0809 

15780 

9.9485 
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03045 
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1.0302 

1.0302 

- 

0.0833 

23345 

1236® 

13430 

1230 
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0.1928 

1.0212 

0.1027 

0.9913 

03626 

04515 

24440 

03458 

23732 

0.1977 

03088 

1.1063 

0.1112 

1.0739 

0.0895 
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216637 

409.01 

4069107 

421.37 

5058.03 

417.70 
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Brent 

19.19 

2046 


SA Riyal 

03666 

0.4594 

0.15831 

037449 

Iff. Tern- 

20.68 

2038 


ME Dirham 

03723 

046915 

0.T6168 

038244 

Bonny 

19.19 

2046 


KW Dinar 

33973 

5.68182 

1.95771 

433177 

Oubai 

1930 

1945 


BH Dinar 

03770 

437038 

137505 

3.72578 

UL Gas 

192.00 

195.00 


CY Pound 

1.9669 

33885 

1.1673 

2761 


Metal Prices 
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4063 

4083 


AL (3 Months) 
CU (3 Months) 


Zbic{3Months)| 1242 1246 


Lead (3 Months) 
ItifS Months) 




Coffee (c/lbs) 
■ Cocoa ($fton) 
Sugar ($/ton) 
Wheat($/ton) 
Soya (c/lbs) 
Tea (stg/kg) 
Barley ($/bsh) 
Rice ($/ton) 
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PhRMA complains to U.S. 
administration of increasing 
pharmaceutical piracy in Jordan 


WASHINGTON (J.T.) — 
Citing a survey showing 
that pharmaceutical patent 
piracy is on the rise in Jor- 
dan, the Pharmaceutical 
Research and Manufactur- 
ers of America i PhRMA) 
has asked the United States 
Trade Representative 
fUSTR) to intensify diplo- 
matic efforts to obtain ade- 
quate and effective patent 
protection for pharmaceuti- 
cals in Jordan. 

Specifically. PhRMA reit- 
erated its call for a "world- 
class’' patent law in Jordan 
that would extend protec- 
tion to finished products. 

PhRMA’s complaint was 
based on a recently com- 
pleted industry survey of 16 
U.S. and European 
research-based pharmaceu- 
tical companies active in 
Jordan. The survey found 
that Jordanian companies 
registered over thirty unau- 
thorised copies of U.S. and 
European drugs during an 
eighteen month period from 
January 1996 until June 
1 997. PhRMA estimates 
that U.S. companies lose 
tens of millions of dollars 
annually to patent piracy in 
Jordan. 

"By condoning patent 
piracy, Jordan is not only 
robbing U.S. pharmaceuti- 
cal research companies of 
funds needed to discover 
and develop new medicines 
— it is also depriving its 
own people of the benefits 
of state-of-the-art medi- 
cine,” said PhRMA Assis- 
tant Vice President Thomas 
Bombelles. He noted rhat. 
due to inadequate patent 
protection. U.S. companies 


are "increasingly hesitant” 
to ofTer new products in 
Jordan and that this reluc- 
tance could slow the trans- 
fer of innovative medical 
technology to Jordan, 
diminishing the quality’ of 
patient care. 

In April, the USTR 
named Jordan a Special 301 
“Watch” country’, citing 
inadequate intellectual 
property protection for 
pharmaceuticals and other 
intellectual property sensi- 
tive industries, such as soft- 
ware and video. 

The designation was 
based in pan" on a PhRMA 
complaint made last Febru- 
ary, which noted that “Jor- 
dan offers no pharmaceuti- 
cal protection whatsoever" 
and that unauthorised 
copies of original, interna- 
tionally patented pharma- 
ceuticals often receive mar- 
keting approval simultane- 
ously with the original 
product. 

Dozens of unauthorised 
copies of U.S. products are 
exported, causing U.S. 
Firms to suffer substantia] 
losses in regional markets, 
PhRMA stated. 

PhRMA also noted that 
the lack of improvement in 
pharmaceutical patent pro- 
tection contrasts starkly 
with regional progress on 
intellectual property issues, 
citing the examples of a 
new patent law in Saudi 
Arabia and Turkey’s deci- 
sion to recognise patent 
rights. 

In recent weeks, the Unit- 
ed Arab Emirates has also 
announced that it will 
implement a patent law 


protecting pharmaceutical 
Compounds by January 
2000. 

Several studies, including 
two by the International 
Finance Corporation, an 
arm of the World Bank, 
found that valuable, high 
technology investment in 
the pharmaceutical sector is 
greatly dependent on the 
quality of a country's intel- 
lectual property regime. 

Surveys of U.S., German 
and Japanese pharmaceuti- 
cal companies have shown 
that such investors will 
avoid licensing, manufac- 
turing, research or invest- 
ing in countries where 
intellectual property rights 
are not respected and 
enforced. 

“At a lime when Jordan is 
searching for direct invest- 
ment to drive economic 
growth, an increase in pirat- 
ing activities and a substan- 
dard intellectual property 
system can only hurt the 
country's prospects.” said 
Mr. Bombelles. “In con- 
trast, a strong patent regime 
could help Jordan improve 
both its economy and its 
health care system.” 

PhRMA represents the 
U.S.’ leading research- 
based pharmaceutical and 
biotechnology companies, 
which are devoted to 
inventing medicines that 
allow patients to lead 
longer, happier, healthier 
and more productive lives. 

Investing nearly $19 bil- 
lion this year in discovering 
and developing new medi- 
cines, PhRMA companies 
are leading the way in the 
search for cures. 


ABB slashes European workforce 
to boost Asian operations 


ZURICH, Switzerland 
l. AFP.) — The Swedish- 
Swiss engineering group 
ABB is to slash 10.000 jobs 
in Europe and the United 
States to boost productivity' 
and expand its operations in 
Asia- 

Huge demand for infra- 
structure in Asia would 
drive up profits, the compa- 
ny forecast, unveiling 
unexpectedly weak nine- 
month earnings and fore- 
casting a flat outcome for 
the year. 

The company said it 
would take a fourth-quarter 
exceptional chaige of 850 
million, most of which will 
be earmarked for restruc- 
turing. 

The job losses would be 
concentrated in the high- 
cost economies of Ger- 
many, Sweden and Switzer- 
land. where the company 
has already cut substantial- 
■ ly in the past five years, and 
in Italy, Spain and the Unit- 
ed States. 

Analysts said that the 
measures would cut ABB's 
west European workforce 
by about 10.0 per cent and 
reduce its full European 
workforce to 130,000 from 
150,000 m 1991. 

“By acting early, we 
reduce the threat of signifi- 
cantly larger employment 
effects in our Western oper- 
ations over the longer 
term,*’ Goran Lindahl, ABB 
president and chief execu- 
tive officer said. 

ABB also announced its 
1997 nine-month net profit 


dropped by four per cent to 
$774 million, disappointing 
the market which had 
expected a two to three per 
cent earnings rise. 

Net profit for the year 
would be “somewhat 
lower” than the figure of 
$1,233 billion last year, the 
group forecasL 

The group's financial 
results have been hit by the 
stength of the dollar which 
has risen against many of 
the currencies, chiefly in 
Asia and Europe, in which 
the firm books local busi- 
ness. 

Financial upheaval in 
South East Asia is having 
an impact on the bottom 
line. ABB announced that 
its fourth-quarter charge 
would include $100 million 
arising from “indefinite 
delay” of the Bakun hydro- 
electric project in Malaysia. 

But the conglomerate is 
counting that the economic 
slowdown in South East 
Asia, generated by a cur- 
rency crisis this summer in 
Thailand, will be short- 
lived and is using the lime 
to lay the groundwork for 
when demand bounces 
back. 

“We remain confident 
that given the region's need 
for infrastructure invest- 
ments, our Asian business 
will enjoy strong long-term 
and profitable growth, 
though in a more competi- 
tive environment,” Mr. Lin- 
dahl said. 

ABB has 33,000 employ- 
ees in Asia from 19.000 in 


1991 and 100 local outfits 
covering a range of busi- 
nesses totting up orders of 
$8 billion last year. 

Its biggest single market 
is Malaysia. India, where 
staff numbers jumped to 
9,802 last year from from 
7.761 in 1991, is set to 
become a larger production 
base and export market 
within the next five years. 
China, where sales are cur- 
rently negligible in terms of 
overall Asian revenue, 
could take off once it has 
boosted electricity generat- 
ing capacity, analysts said. 

ABB's latest Asian initia- 
tive received raves by some 
pundits. 

“I would say it’s a bril- 
liant step. It’s an anticipato- 
ry, not a reactive move,” 
said Pictet and Company 
analyst Volkan Goecmen 
who recommends the stock 
as a “priority” buy. 

‘The competition has 
been sleeping in Asia. ABB 
could continue with this 
restructuring and still be 
better off than its rivals,” in 
the region he said. 

Cost-cutting was one ele- 
ment driving ABB to shrink 
its Western workforce as 
products such as engines 
became commodities and 
too expensive to manufac- 
ture in high-wage 
economies, analysts said. 

Other key considerations 
were efforts to be closer to 
clients, growing numbers 
of whom were in Asia, and 
smoothing out logistical 
problems. 


Arab fund lends 
Jordan $112 million 
to build three dams 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
Kuwait-based Arab Social 
and Economic Develop- 
ment Fund (ASEDF) will 
extend 34 million kuwaiti 
dinars to the Ministry of 
Planning to finance build- 
ing developmental projects 
in Wadi Hassa, Mujeb and 
Walah. 

According to Water and 
Irrigation Minister Munther 
Haddadin. the 34-miUion 
dinar loan (SI 12 million) 
will be spent on construct- 


ing three dams on the 
above-mentioned valleys. 

Dr. Haddadin said the 
total cost of the project is 
estimated at S200 million 
which will be financed by 
the ASEDF and the gov- 
ernment of Yugoslavia 
which will build the Mujeb 
Dam near the Dead Sea at a 
cost of $50 million. 

The minister added that 
work on these projects will 
start next week. 


Gulf states set to 
privatise power sector 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — 
Gulf Arab states are set to 
embark on a major pro- 
gramme to privatise their 
electricity sectors to ease 
financial pressures caused 
by weak oil prices and 
heavy defence spending, 
experts have said. 

Oman has taken the lead 
in the six-nation Gulf 
Cooperation Council 
(GCC), setting up the 
region’s first privately- 
managed power project and 
announcing plans for more 
ventures. 

Saudi Arabia, the world's 
dominant oil power, said 
this week its water and 
electricity sector would be 
among the government 
enterprises to be partly sold 
off to the public under eco- 
nomic reforms. 

In the United Arab Emi- 
rates (UAE). the Abu Dhabi 
government has decided to 
invite local and foreign 
investors to contribute to a 
giant hydro-electric project. 
Other states in the region 
are considering similar 
reforms. 

“The GCC states are 
actively examining the pri- 
vatisation option for a num- 
ber of industries and infra- 
structure projects," said 
Achilles Adamanuades, 
director of engineering at 
the Washingion-based 
Infrastructure Capital 
Group. 

“The main motivation for 
this development is to open 
opportunities for invest- 
ment for local as well as for 
foreign capital and to 
reduce the obligation of the 
state budgets.” he said in a 
paper to a conference here 
on “privatisation and 
deregulation in the Gulf 
energy sector." 

Delegates attending the 
two-day conference, organ- 
ised by the state-run Emi- 
rates Institute for Strategic 
Studies and Research, said 
GCC countries need to 
pump more than $30 billion 
over the next eight years to 
expand their electricity sec- 
tors to meet a rapid growth 
in consumption. 

“It will ensure future 


power supplies, upgrade 
the electricity sector and 
ease pressure on Gulf bud- 
gets. This will enable them 
Fo save large funds, which 
could be channelled into 
other development projects 
in the region.” said 
Mohammed Abdul Baqi. 
manager of the state-con- 
trolled Emirates Industrial 
Bank. 

Opening the meeting. 
Sheikh Diyab Ben Zayed 
Al-Nahayan, a member of 
the UAE royal family, said 
GCC states were giving 
priority to privatisation in 
reform programmes aimed 
at cushioning the impact of 
lower oil prices. 

“In Abu Dhabi, the gov- 
ernment intends to embark 
on a large-scale programme 
to privatise its water and 
electricity sectors. Indeed, 
such a move is expected to 
have a positive impact on 
the emirate’s development 
process,” said the Sheikh, 
who heads a government 
committee entrusted with 
the privatisation of Al-Taw’- 
ila hydro-electric plant near 
Abu Dhabi city. 

Officials said this week 
French- company Total and 
several other Western firms 
had been shortlisted for 
participating in the third 
phase of AJ-Tawila venture, 
to be launched in 1998. 

The first two stages of the 
project, one of the biggest 
water desalination ventures 
in the world, have already 
been completed. 

They have a combined 
production capacity of 
around 100 million gallons 
(360 million litres) of 
drinking water per day and 
more than 2,000 megawatts 
of electricity. 

The cost of the three 
phases had been estimated 
ar more than $3 billion in 
mid-1980s but industry 
sources said it had sharply 
increased. 

“Privatisation of the third 
stage of AJ-Tawila is just a 
beginning. More power and 
water facilities will be 
share with the private sec- 
tor in the near future,” an 
Abu Dhabi official said. 


Indonesia shuts 16 banks 

JAKARTA (AFP) — Indonesia will close 16 financially- 
troubled banks. Finance Minister Mar'ie Mohammad told 
a press briefing on an International Monetary Fund aid 
package worth $23 billion to shore up the local economy. 

‘The government is taking steps to liquidate banks that 
can no longer be rescued in accordance with existing regu- 
lations, while safeguarding small depositors to the"fullest 
extent possible,” Mr. Mohammad said. 

The banks' clients who have accounts totalling less than 
20 million rupiah ($5,590 j would be entirely reimbursed 
by the government, the minister said. 

The list of banks that were closed included Athena Bank, 
under the Biraaniara Group controlled by President Suhar- 
to's son Bambang Trihamodjo. 
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Jordan among 12 countries 
competing in S. West Asian Games 


By Aleen Bannayan 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Kingdom will be 
competing against 1 1 Asian countries 
when the Southwest Asian Games 
begin in Tehran, Iran Nov. 17-28. 

With the start of the two-week 
countdown to the games, the organis- 
ing committee announced that Tehran 
will be hosting 12 countries and ath- 
letes will be competing in JS sports. 

A 50-member delegation will repre- 
sent Jordan in 11 events: Athletics, 
boxing, fencing, gymnastics, shooting, 
badminton, tennis, cycling, wrestling, 
weightlifting and judo. The games also 
include basketball, karate, table tennis, 
soccer, handball, taekwondo and 
swimming. 

The first ever West Asian Games — 
open to men’s teams only — • will bring 
together athletes from Saudi Arabia, 
Syria. Palestine, Oman, Kyrgyzstan, 
Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, Kuwait, 
Lebanon, Yemen. Jordan and Iran. 

The Jordan Olympic Committee 
(JOC) announced that it had approved 
the participation of 37 athletes and 1 3 
officials after a long delay resulting 
from unresponsive federations who 
only named their athletes two weeks 
before the games kick off. 

While the Iranian Olympic 
Committee will be covering accom- 
modation leaving only air-fare to be 
paid by the respective participating 
countries, many federations have shied 
away, unable to cover the needed 
expenses. 


Jets take 
over first 
place in 
AFC East 


NEW YORK (AP) — When 
Bill Parcells took over the 
bedraggled New York Jets 
last February, he figured he 
would make them a first- 
place team in the - U.S. 
National Football League. 

But in half a season? 

With backup quarterback 
Glenn Foley coming off the 
bench to lead them for the 
second straight game, the 
Jets beat Baltimore 19-16 
on John Hall’s 37-yard field 
goal in overtime. 

Combined with new 
England’s 23-18 loss to 
Minnesota and Miami's 9-6 
loss in Buffalo, it put the 
Jets (6-3) in first place for 
the first time this late in 11 
seasons. New England, 
Miami and Buffalo (all 5-4) 
are in a three-way tie for 
second. 

"Now there is a different 
kind of pressure," Parcells 
said. 

"We’re playing with the 
lead and everyone is after 
you. I don’t know if they’ll 
be able to handle that. It’s a 
new experience for this 
team. But we’ll see." 

In other early games. 
Tampa Bay broke a three- 
game losing streak by beat- 
ing winless Indianapolis SI- 
28. 

And San Diego’s Eric 
Metcalf became the NFL’s 
career kick-return leader by 
returning two punts for 
touchdowns for San Diego 
in Cincinnati’s 38-31 win 
over the Chargers. He went 
85 yards in the second quar- 
ter and 67 yards in the 
fourth, his ninth and 10th 
career TD returns. 

Elsewhere, Carolina beat 
Oakland 38-14; and it was 
Washington 31, Chicago 8; 
and Atlanta 34. Sl Louis 3 1 . 

In late games, Dallas was 
at San Francisco, Seattle at 
Denver, Jacksonville at 
Tennessee and Philadelphia 
at Arizona. Detroit was at 
Green Bay on Sunday night 

Foley, who replaced Neil 
O'donnell after halftime 
and led the Jets to a win 
over New England two 


Among the Kingdom's declining 
federations are equestrian, handball, 
basketball, volleyball and table tennis. 

In an effort to increase the 
Kingdom’s competitive chances by 
including athletes in top form* the 
JOC decided to sponsor medal-win- 
ning athletes at July’s Pan-Arab 
Games, while the rest of the federa- 
tions will cover their own expenses. 

Jordan took a total of 40 medals, 
including 10 gold. S silver and 22 
bronze medals to finish fifth among 
the 19 participating countries gaining 
more gold medals in Beirut than in the 
past seven Pan- Arab Games altogeth- 
er. and capping the best Jordanian par- 
ticipation since the event was first held 
in 1953. 

Onlookers had criticised the JOC for 
asking the over-burdened federations 
to cover expenses when their annual 
budgets do not correspond with their 
expenses — a fact that leads many 
excelling federations to miss participa- 
tion. 

However, the JOC’s decision to 
sponsor excelling players paved the 
way to include athletes in top form to 
the Kingdom’s delegation. 

Twelve medal-winners are included 
in the delegation including Fakhruldin 
Fuad and Tareq Najjar (athletics). 
Mousa Khalaf (judo), Mohammad 
Abu Khadijeh, Ayman Nadi. Kamal 
Abdul Hamid. Khaldoun Abdul 
Hamid and Basel Hindawi (boxing), 
Abdul Hakim Abu Sneineh and Ismail 
Sheikh (wrestling), Ayed Khawaldeh 
(weightlifting), and Araer Naiour 


(fencing). 

Three of the federations participat- 
ing in the Tehran Games were impres- 
sive in Beirut. 

The boxing, athletics and weightlift- 
ing teams earned five medals each 
while the wrestlers took four. Judo and 
fencing earned a medal each. 

On the other hand, the competitive 
form of some of the participating fed- 
erations who did not take part in Beirut 
is unknown. Those include gymnas- 
tics, badminton, cycling and tennis. 

Others who took pan like shooting 
were unimpressive and easily elimi- 
nated from the top qualifying posi- 
tions. This time however, the team is 
made up of athletes from the armed 
forces and Public Security 
Department. 

Some of the declining federations 
had either impressive results at the 
Pan-Arab Games or are considered to 
have good teams that should be best 
prepared for the 9th Pan-Arab Games 
in 2001 which will be held in Jordan. 

Table tennis took two bronze medals 
in both the doubles and the team event. 

While basketball failed to earn a 
medal. Jordan has regrouped a new 
line-up of young stars who finished 
6th in Lebanon and 7th in the recently- 
concluded Asian Championship. 
Jordan was Arab Champion in the 
1985 Pan-Arab Games. 

Also missing the event are the hand- 
ball and equestrian teams as well as 
Jordan’s soccer team who won the 
gold medal at the Pan-Arab Games. 



Pittsburgh Steelers Jerome Bettis (R) rushes around the left end for a gain of 12 
yards before Kansas City Chiefs Dale Carter (34) runs him out of bounds during their 
NFL Monday Night Football game in Kansas City (Reuters photo) 


weeks ago, came on in the 
fourth quarter this time. 

After Vinny Testaverde 
tied the game at 16-all on a 
pass to Derrick Alexander 
with three seconds left in 
regulation, Foley drove the 
Jets 60 yards to set up Hall's 
game- winner. 

Hall took off his helmet 
and pranced around the 
field before being mobbed 
by his teammates as sun- 
shine broke out after a day 
of rain, wind and thunder. It 
was the rookie’s first game- 
winner and was further evi- 
dence of the Jets’ revival 
from two years under rich 
Kotite in which they were 
4-28. 

"This keeps us in the race 
and now I know’ we’ll be in 
the race until the last month, 
at least. 

Vikings 23, Patriots 18: 
New England’s offence and 
special teams stumbled 
most of the game against 
the Vikings (7-2). who won 
their fifth straight game. 

Moe Williams' 74-yard 
return of the opening kick- 
off set up a field goal, and 
Minnesota never trailed. 
John Randle led the 
Vikings' defence that 
allowed the Patriots only 
three points in three quar- 
ters and rarely gave drew 
bledsoe time to throw. 

Robert Green’s recovery 
of Cris Carter’s fumble at 
the New England 1 set up a 
touchdown run by 
Williams. Brad Johnson’s 
28-yard TD pass to carter 


CINEMA 


with 2:39 remaining 
clinched the game. 

Buccaneers 31, Colts 28: 
In Indianapolis. Karl 
Williams scored two touch- 
downs, set up another TD 
with a 63 -yard punt return 
and put Tampa Bay (6-3) in 
position for Michael 
Husted’s winning field goal 
with eight seconds left 

Husted missed a critical 
extra point last week in a 
10-6 loss by the Bucs. The 
Colts (0-9). the NFL’s only 
winless team, took a 28-21 
lead behind third-string 
quarterback Kelly 

Holcomb, but Trent Differs 
24-yard TD pass to 
Williams tied it. 

"It wasn't as artistic a win 
as we would have hoped 
for," coach Tony Dungy 
said. 

Bengals 38, Chargers 31: 
Cincinnati (2-7) won for the 
first time since the opening 
week, getting three second- 
quarter touchdowns off 
turnovers, one of them john 
copeland’s 25-yard fumble 
return. 

But no one but Metcalf 
could do much for San 
Diego (4-5), which lost Stan 
Humphries in the third 
quarter with his second con- 
cussion in three games. 

Bills 9. Dolphins 6 

Steve Christie had field 
goals of 41, 40 and 39 yards 
for Lhe Bills (54), who 
overcame six fumbles and a 
muffed punt on the rain- 
slicked turf at Rich 
Stadium. The last came with 


10:42 left in the game to 
break a 6-6 tie. 

Dan Marino sprained his 
left ankle and left in the 
third quarter after going just 
4-of-14 for 67 yards and 
throwing an interception. 

Panthers 38, Raiders 14: 
Fred Lane, a free-agent 
rookie, replaced the injured 
Tshimanga Biakabutuka 
and ran for three touch- 
downs as the Panthers (5-4) 
ran for a franchise-record 
216 yards and won their 
third straight. 

Carolina had five rushing 
touchdowns against the 
NFL’s worst defence. Kerry 
Collins threw for 198 yards 
and ran for one score. 

Redskins 31, Bears 8: 
The Redskins (5-4) scored 
on their first three posses- 
sions, going 76, 55 and SO 
yards for touchdowns 
against Chicago (1-8.) 

Terry alien, who had 
missed the previous two 
games with a sprained knee, 
finished with 125 yards on 
20 carries. 

Falcons 34, Rams 31: 
Morten Andersen's 27-yard 
field goal with two seconds 
left gave Atlanta (2-7) its 
win. 

Isaac Brace had 233 
receiving yards for the 
Rams (2-7), who tied the 
score at 31 on Tony Banks' 
1-yard scramble with 1:10 
left. But Harold Green 
caught a 19-yard pass, then 
ran 22 yards to help set up 
Andersen’s winning kick- 


Mexico 
qualifies 
for World 
Cup 

MEXICO CITY (AP) — 
Nobody celebrated when 
Mexico qualified for the 
World Cup. The point the 
team needed came from a 
0-0 tie with the United 
Stares — which had lost all 
17 times it had come to 
Mexico City. 

The more than 100.000 
fans at Aztec Stadium were 
furious. They raised their 
fists, whistled obscene cat- 
calls and chanted for the 
ouster of their coach. Bora 
Milutinovic. 

“If we’re going to play 
like this in the World Cup, 
we shouldn’t even go." 
said Patricia Tons, a 24- 
year-old secretary who 
painted her face red. white 
and green — the colours of 
the Mexican flag — for the 
game. 

“We don’t want bora in 
mexico any more." said 
Arturo Ceballos, a 1 7-y ear- 
old student. “If this team 
goes to fiance, we won’t 
get through the first 
round.” 

At a postgame news con- 
ference. Milutinovic said 
"a soccer coach always 
keeps his suitcase packed," 
and threatened to walk out 
after a Mexican reporter 
asked if the game was 
fixed. 

“None of us is as happy 
as we should be." he said. 
“But after all, we are in 
first place.” 

The Americans were 
ecstatic. Mexico City is a 
tough place to play because 
of its 7.200-foot altitude 
and heavy smog — to say 
nothing for its team, the 
strongest in the region. 

Mexico had won all pre- 
vious 17 home games 
against the United States 
since 1937. outscoring lhe 
Americans 69-13. 

“I think anybody would 
be happy with one point 
coming to Mexico," U.S. 
forward Eric Wynalda said. 
“It's a very difficult place 
to play.” 

With a tie next Sunday at 
Canada, the United States 
would move into a com- 
manding position for a 
World Cup berth, the 
Americans play their final 
game against El Salvador 
on Nov. 16 at Foxboro, 
Massachusetts. 

“We consider this a gold- 
en point." said a beaming 
U.S. coach steve sampson. 
“It’s very important now 
that we maintain the disci- 
pline and unity that we dis- 
played in this game when 
we go into the Canada 
match." 

With the tie, Mexico (4- 
0-4) became the 22nd 
country to clinch a spot for 
the 32-nation world cup in 
ffance. it leads the six-team 
finals of soccer’s North and 
Central American and 
Caribbean region with 16 
points. Jamaica (3-2-3). 
which plays at El Salvador 
next Sunday, is second 
with 12 points and the 
United States (2-1-5) is 
third with 11. 

The top three teams will 
qualify; which means the 
americans are in good posi- 
tion to advance to the tour- ' 
nament for the third 
straight time. El Salvador 
(2-3-3) is fourth with nine 
points, followed by Costa 
Rica (24-2) and Canada 
(14-3). 






Chicago Bolls' guard Michael Jordan gestures to his teammates after bringing the 
ball downcourt during the first quarter of their NBA game against the San Antonio 
Spurs in Chicago (Reuters photo) 

Bulls overcome Spurs in OT 


CHICAGO (AP) — 
Michael Jordan rescued the 
Chicago Bulls again 
Monday night. 

He hit a 3-pointer to force 
overtime, made a tying 
jumper in the first overtime 
and scored three of 
Chicago’s final four points 
in the second extra period 
as the Bulls outlasted the 
San Antonio Spurs 87-83. 

Jordan, who shot just 12- 
of-39 from the Field, fin- 
ished with 29 points and 13 
rebounds. Dennis Rodman 
had 22 rebounds for the 
Bulls. 

San Antonio rookie Tim 
Duncan also had 22 
rebounds along with 19 
points. David Robinson had 
21 points and 12 rebounds 
for the Spurs. 

Chicago led by four in the 
second overtime but 
Robinson dunked and 
Rodman drew a technical 
foul for lowering his shoul- 
der into his former team- 


mate on the play. Jaren 
Jackson's free throw cut the 
lead to one with 2:14 
remaining. 

The Spurs had a chance 
for the lead but Jordan made 
a steal and Rodman and 
Ron Harper grabbed offen- 
sive rebounds as the Bulls 
kept the ball before Jordan 
scored again for an 85-82 
lead. 

• Wizards 90. Jazz 86: In 
Salt Lake City. Chris 
Webber scored 26 points 
and Rod Strickland had 17 
points and nine assists as 
the Washington Wizards 
snapped Utah’s 14-game 
home winning screak. 

Karl Malone led the Jazz 
with 21 points, but last 
year’s MVP missed three 
jumpers late in the game as 
Washington survived a Utah 
rally. 

Both teams are now 1-2. 

Malone tied the game at 
78 by hilling two free 
throws with 3:22 left, but 


Strickland and Calbeit 
Cheaney hit clutch jumpers 
down the stretch to seal the 
victors. 

- Hornets 112, Heat 99: 
In Miami. Glen Rice scored 
28 points as the Charlotte 
Hornets won their first 
game of the season. 

The Hornets, who lost 
their First two games, also 
got 20 points from David 
Wesley and 1 6 points apiece 
from Matt Geiger and Del 
Curry. ~ 4 

Rice, the NBA’s ihirdrj 
leading scorer last seasorej 
with a 26.8 average, scored 
a total of only 21 points in 
his first two games this sea- 
son. but he snapped out of 
his slump against his former 
team, making II of 17 shots 
from the field and grabbing 
eight rebounds. 

Jamal Mashbum sewed 
18 points for Miami, which 
was bidding for a 3-0 start 
for only the second rime in 
franchise history. 


Seven in contention for three 
Hanover finals places 


STOCKHOLM (AFP) — With a week to 
go before Tuesday's start of the ATP World 
Championships in Germany, the race for the 
last three places in the Field is tightening. 

Greg Rusedski overcame a debilitating 
stomach virus Monday night, to beat Swede 
Nicklas Kulti 7-6 (7/3), 64 at the 
Stockholm Open to put a Briton into the 
elite eight for the first time in tennis histo- 
ry- 

After joining Pete Sampras, Michael 
Chang, Patrick Rafter and Jonas Bjorkman 
in the field at Hanover, the 24-year-old 
Rusedski was promptly ordered to bed by 
doctors in the hope he could get fit for a 
second-round contest on Thursday at the 
Kungliga Tennishalle. 

This week’s last round of regular-season 
Tour events in Stockholm, Moscow and 
Santiago will determine the complete line- 
up for the season-ending extravaganza, 
which begins round-robin play next 
Tuesday. 

The men still in the Fight are: Spain's 
Carlos Moya and Sergj Beuguera. Thomas 
Muster, Gustavo Kuerten. Marcelo Rios, 
Yevgeny Kafelnikov and Petr Korda. 

Tuesday’s evening showcase match at 
Stockholm could help answer at least one 


question. 

Moya, first in the queue for a Hanover 
spot, faces a re-match of an Australian 
Open first-rounder when he plays German 
icon Boris Becker. 

Becker is winding down his career as he 
approaches the age of 30 and concentrating 
on German Davis Cup and Mercedes junior 
team coaching duties. But the four-time 
Stockholm champion will be fighting hand 
to take revenge for Moya's unpet win in 
Melbourne 1 1 months ago. 

Two Spaniards have already been 
knocked out of the chase: Alex Corretja was 
beaten in straight sets Monday night in 
Stockholm by Australian Michael Tebbuti 
while compatriot Felix Mantilla went out in 
his opening match in Moscow, 

Kuerten, the French Open holder, needs a 
Moscow semi-final in order to make the 
finale field while Rios must win his home 
event in Santiago. 

Kafelnikov is searching for a Moscow 
finals showing to keep his chances alive. 
Korda, who won in Stuttgart last month 
must repeat as Moscow champion. 
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PHILADELPHIA "1" PHILADELPHIA "2 

^ J V 

Wesley Snipes & 

Patrick Swaxze ... in 


PLAZA 


Van Damme... in 


TO WONG FOO GOLDEN EYE DOUBLE TEAM 


Shows: 12:30. 3:30. 6:15, 
8:30, 10:30 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 
8:30. 10.30 


Shows: 12:30. 3:30. 6:30, 
8:30. 10:30 


^ CONCORD J 

COHCOSD -X* 

Sylvester Stallone & 
Brigitte Neilson ...in 

COBRA 

(12:30.3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30) 

COHCOAD -a* 

Alec Baldwin & Kim Basinger ...in 

TOO HOT TO HANDLE 

. Shows: 3:30, 5:45 only y 


^ GALLERIA 1 ^ 

v aIdoun 
Walt Disney’s 

HERCULLES 

Shows: 12:30. 3:15. 5:00, 6:30 

CON AIR 

Shows: 8:30, 10:45 . 


GALLERIA 


ABDOUN 


SCREAM 


Shows: 3:30, 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 


Hi dram Yanoc ’ ftmwfrPB 

TEL: 625155 


Watch out for the new play 

THE GOVERNMENT 
IN THE SERVICE 
OF PEOPLE 

Starring Hisham Yanes 
and Amal Dabbas 
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Sports 



First outdoor women ’s soccer Might and Power leads all the 


tournament opens today 


way to win Melbourne Cup 


By Roufan Nahhas 

Special to the Jvnian Times 

AMMAN — Women rep- 
resenring distinguished 
institutions in Amman will 
be competing in the first 
outdoor Women’s Soccer 
Tournament with high 
hopes for someday form- 
ing a national women's 
soccer team. 

The inaugural outdoor 
tournament kicks off 
Wednesday at the British 
Embassy Club in Abdoun 
with eight teams taking 
part. 

The three-dav event 
organised by Arab A I 
Yawin daily newspaper 
and the British Embassy 
includes teams from the 
British Embassy, Ameri- 
can Embassy. Al Onho- 
doxi Club, Al Hussein 
Sports City, the American 
School. A I Bayan School. 
Arab A I Y bum and the uni- 
fied Zarqa Schools Team. 

Each team consists of 
seven players and will play 
on grass stadiums. 

"The teams prepared 
well for this tournament 
and have their eyes set on 
the trophy," Arab A I Yawm 
team manager Hiba A I 
Sabbagh told the Jordan 
Times. 

Arab Al Yawm will take 
part with ten players lead- 
ing with full time basket- 
ball captain turned soccer 
player Rana Hussein i as 
goalkeeper. 

“We have some serious 
players who will try their 
best to reach ihe finals." 
she said. 

Arab Al Yawm and the 
British embassy will meet 
in the opening match 
which will be held under 
the patronage of His Royal 
Highness Prince Abdullah 
Bin Al Hussein and HRH 
Princess Rania. 
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MELBOURNE (AFP) — 
Might and Power led 
throughout to edge out the 
fast-finishing former win- 
ner Doriemus in a thrilling 
finish to Australia's great- 
est horse race, the AS2.2 
million ($1.56 million) 
Melbourne Cup at Flem- 
ington here Tuesday. 

The four-year-old geld- 
ing was untroubled leading 
the metric wo mile race 
and looked to have the Cup 
in his keeping when jockey 
Jim Cassidy skipped him 
away inside the final 200 
metres before the 1995 
winner Doriemus flashed 
home to fail narrowly. 

Might and Power, start- 
ing the 7-2 favourite, pre- 
vailed at the winning post 
by the smallest possible 
margin. A short half head 
to deprive the 9-1 chance 
Doriemus with the 25-1 
hope Markham a half a 
length away third. 

The two English chal- 
lengers, Harbour Dues and 
Queen Elizabeth’s horse 
Arabian Story, did their 
best work at the finish. 
Harbour Dues (40-1) 
steaming home to take 
fourth place and Frankie 
Dettori on the grey five- 
year-old Arabian Story 
(25-1) taking sixth. 

Dermot Weld's Irish stay- 
er Vintage Crop, who won 
in 1993 remains the only 



New Zealand's Might And Power (R) is pushed to the finish line by jockey Jim Cas- 
sidy just ahead of compatriot Doriemus and jockey Greg Hall to wjrj Australia's rich- 
est horse race, the Melbourne Cup at Flemington Race Course, November 4. Might 
and Power won the race from a field of 22, beating second placed Doriemus to claim 
US$1.5 million in prize money (Reuters photo) 


overseas horse apart from 
New Zealand entries, to 
have taken the Melbourne 
Cup. 

Might and Power, pre- 
pared by veteran Sydney 
trainer Jack Denham, car- 
ried off the Caulfield Cup- 
Melboume Cup double, 
having won the 2400 metre 
leadup race in record time 
at Caulfield here over a 
fortnight ago. 


The son of Irish mare 
Benediction earned a 3.5 
kg weight penalty for the 
7-1/2 length runaway 
Caulfield Cup victory tak- 
ing his Melbourne Cup 
weight to 56kgs. but the 
handicappers had it right in 
a head bobbing finish. 

It was so close at the post 
that Doriemus’s jockey 
Greg Hall raised his arm in 
a premature victory salute 


but the tight photo-finish 
denied him a second Cup 
to go with the one he won 
on Subzero in 1992. 

Might and Power covered 
the in three minutes 18.33 
seconds Tuesday. 

It was Cassidy’s second 
Melbourne Cup triumph 
having surged home on the 
back of Kiwi in the 1983 




Arab Al Yawm team members at practice (file photo) 

Schedule of matches 

A I Bayan v American School Thurs. 6/1 1 3:30 p.m. 

Arab A I Yawm v Zarqa Schools- .« - .. Thurs. 6/1 1. 4:30 p.m. 

Al Orthodox i v. American- Embassy Thurs. 6/1 V 5.30 p.m. 

British Embassy v Al Hussein Sports City: ' ‘ Thurs-. 6/ 116: 30 p.m. 


Cash-strapped BAF 
forced to sack coaches 


****** 
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SPORTS IN BRIEF 


Late start for World Cup finals 

PARIS (AFP) — The 199S World Cup final next July 12 
will kick-off at 9 p.m.. the French Organising Committee 
announced here Tuesday. The opening game on June 10 
will kick-off at 5.30 p.m. while all 10 World Cup stadia 
will have at least one evening match apart from Bordeaux, 
for reasons of TV camera angle- in the setting sun. Each 
stadium will also have one early afternoon match. First 
round matches will kick-off at 2.30 p.m., 4 p.m.. 5.30 p.m. 
and 9 p.m. Second round and quarter-final matches will 
kick-off at either 4.30 p.m. nr p m. The semi-finals and 
final will start at 9 p.m. However, in order to optimise TV 
audiences in other time zones the International Football 
Federation. FIFA, may make adjustments and definitive 
kick-off times for the 4S first-round matches will only be 
announced at the World Cup draw at Marseille on Dec. 4. 
The late starts contrast with USA 94 where many of the 
matches kicked off at mid-day. 

Costa falls to home player 

SANTIAGO (AFP) — Home player Gabriel SHberstein 
notched up a surprise when he defeated Spain s Curios 
Costa in srraight-sers 6-2. 6-4 at the ATP event here Mon- 
day. Top-seed Marcelo Rios, still hoping to book one of 
the three vacant berths for next week's ATP Champi- 
onships in Hanover, opens his campaign on Tuesday 
against Davide Sanguinetti of Italy. 

Freak accident keeps PSV waiting 

LONDON (AFPi — PSV Eindhoven, who play English 
Premiership side Newcastle in the Champions League on 
Wednesday, had their travel plans to Britain disrupted late j 
Monday by a freak accident at Eindhoven Airport. The | 
Dutch champions had their flight to Britain delayed by 
nearly five hours when the lorry carrying the meals for the j 
Hight collided with the plane they were about to board. | 
The Dutch players and team officials had to wait for a ] 
^placement aircraft to be flown in from Amsterdam and 
finally flew out nearly five hours hue. 

Baresi visits earthquake victims 

TAVERNE (AFP) — Former AC Milan star Franco Bare- 
si paid a visit on Tuesday to some of the families who are 
living in' tents and caravans in wintry’ conditions alter 
king made homeless by Italy’s recent earthquakes. Bare- 
si also announced the imminent arrival ol 50 million nra 
1 *30,000) in aid for the quake victims: the money having 
ken raised from auctioning player's shirts from his star- 
studded testimonial last week. "It was (he least 1 could 
do.” Baresi said. "These people need to gel their enthusi- 
back and I've come to do my bit. At rimes like is. 
those of us who have been more fortunate need to do 
everythin c they can. " Baresi. now in charge of the cluD s 
youth teams, also handed out AC Milan shirts, trac - ui s 
and souvenirs to the young kids. "I hope the situation 
improves and that all these people can find dignified acco- 
m adation" Baresi said. “We re well into autumn now ana 
a to of the old people are frigbrened of the cold weather. 


Swiss Timing to put $7 
million into Asian Games 


BANGKOK (AFP) — The Swiss Timing Company has 
agreed to sponsor the Asian Games in Thailand late next 
year and will finalise the S7 million- deal in Bangkok this 
week. 

Some $3.5 million will be for a scoreboard in Bangkok's 
main Hua Mark Stadium. The rest will be used for timing 
apparatus for swimming, athletics, cycling, rowing and 
canoeing events, the Bangkok Post said. 

Santiparb Tejavanija, marketing direcror of the Bangkok 
Asian Games Organising Committee ( BAGOC). said Swiss 
Timing had sent a statement assuring they would sponsor 
the games. Bickering among the Asiad organisers this year 
had threatened Thailand’s staging of Asia’s biggest sports 
event. But the Olympic Committee of Asia last week 
announced it was satisfied with preparations. 


LONDON (AFP) — The 
cash crisis in the British 
Athletics Federation (BAF) 
claimed its first victims on 
Tuesday when the organi- 
sation sacked the coaches 
behind some of the coun- 
try’s top athletes. 

Bruce Longden, who 
guided former Olympic and 
world 400m hurdles cham- 
pion Sally Gunnell 
throughout her career, and 
Carl Johnson, mentor to 
triple jump world record 
holder Jonathan Edwards, 
are among eight coaches 
who the BAF can no longer 
afford to pay. 

A total of 21 coaches and 
administrative staff were 
made redundant and even 
the job of BAF chief execu- 
tive David Moorcroft is 
also under threat after 
administrators were called 
in to help pay off the BAF’s 
creditors. 

The governing body. 


formed in 1991 and dogged 
by financial problems in 
recent years, has been 
forced to accept the mea-/ 
sures in the face of debts of 
£500.000 ($800,000.) and 
running costs of £130,000 a 
month. 

It has also been hit by 
falling revenue from televi- 
sion while sponsorship has 
fallen by 45 per cent since 
last year. Hefty legal costs, 
including those incurred in 
the court battle with Diane 
ModahJ following her 
drugs ban, have also added 
to the deficit. 

BAF spokeswoman Jayne 
Pearce said: “We are hop- 
ing that the coaches wall be 
able to cany on with their 
roles in some shape or 
form, perhaps with funding 
from the regions. 

“But we are not able to 
fund them. It is obviously a 
very sad day for everyone 
at the BAF.” 


2 Furnished apartments located at 3rd 
circle Jabaf Amman. 

A - With garden, 1-2 bedrooms. 

B - 2nd floor, 2 bedrooms + maid's room 
both apartments have tiring room, sitting 
room, dosed-in-veranda, bathroom, Tel., 
independent C.H. & satellite. 
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Japan angry over World Cup change 


TOKYO (AFP) — FIFA 
has infuriated Japan by 
insisting that its crunch 
World Cup qualifying 
match against Kazakhstan 
be put back a day to Sun- 
day. 

Japan’s hopes of reaching 
next year’s finals in France 
rest on the A sian Group B 
match which FIFA has just 
said it wants put back a day 
to Sunday. 

Japanese Football Associ- 
ation (JFA) general secre- 
tary Junji Ogura is to fly to 
the governing body's head- 
quarters in Zurich in a des- 
perate bid ro get FIFA to 
stick to the original 6 me. 

Japan and United Arab 
Emirates are in contention 
for second place in the 
group, which would put 
them in a playoff for a 
World Cup place. 

.And FIFA has said il 
wants Japan to play Kaza- 
khstan and the UAE to play 
South Korea at 1 100 GMT 
on Sunday. 

Japan had been scheduled 
to play their match Satur- 
day. while South Korea’s 


match in Abu Dhabi has 
also been put back two 
hours. 

Ail the countries involved 
were only told in a fax mes- 
sage sent Tuesday. 

The JFA said no official 
reason had been for the 
change, but FIFA’smove is 
to make sure that neither 
side has die advantage of 
knowing the result of the 
other. 

In the qualifying tourna- 
ment in Qatar for the last 
World Cup three matches 
were played at the same 
time to ensure no team had 
an advantage. Japan were 
knocked out then when Iraq 
scored a last minute 
equaliser. 

But a JFA official said: “It 
will be physically impossi- 
ble to accept the change.” 
He highlighted difficulties 
in arranging a venue for 
Sunday and handling tick- 
ets sold for the Saturday 
fixture at Tokyo’s National 
Stadium. 

The stadium will be used 
for an athletics meeting on 
Sundav, the official said. 


Japan leaped into second 
place in the group and 
revived their chances by 
beating South Korea 2-0 
last weekend, when UAE 
were held 0-0 by Uzbek- 
istan. 

South Korea, who have 


already clinched a place in 
the finals, and Japan will 
co-host the 2002 World 
Cup finals. Japan is desper- 
ate to avoid becoming the 
only nation to host the 
event without ever having 
played in a World Cup 
final. 


JORDAN TIMES 
TEL: 699634, 
684311 


Duty unpaid, Mercedes 200, 
white, 1 988 model, full options, 
perfect condition, for JD4,850. 


5538911, 5528912 (9 a.m.-4 p.m.) — 

864214 (after 4 p.m,, Fridays, Saturdays & holidays) 


APARTMENT FOR RENT 

2 bedrooms, almost new furniture. 

For appointment, please call: 
5528099 or 5520377 after 4:00 p.m. 


JOB OPPORTUNITY 

Liaison office in Jordan of major tire 
manufacturer requires new staff 
Field survey and technical analysis in 
Jordan and neighbouring countries 
Good command of both English and Arabic 
in speaking, hearing and writing 
Jordanian, Male and 30 years old or 
younger preferable 

Past experience of tire business preferable 
Holding Driving Licence 

Interested candidates shall contact 

Tel.: 672233 

Handwritten curriculum vitae in English with half length 
photograph is required for application. 



ACCUTIME LTD 

«wwAcnjsaofFf« ACCURATE - watches 

RUEDE1A6ASE26 2501 MWE CASE POSIME 920 
SWIJZEttAM) 

www.aocuratewaich.com 

E-MAIL- accutirmefaliMwiiLch 
TC: 032 323 88 51 FAX: 032 323 M 51 


International Center for watches 
Jordan, Amman, Tel: 617229 
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Iraq postpones deadline 
for expelling Americans 


UNITED NATIONS (AP) 
— In a move to defuse the 
U.N. -Iraq crisis, the Iraqis 
suspended their order 
Tuesday for American anus 
inspectors to leave the 
country, and the U.N. chief 
said a senior Iraqi would 
come to New York to dis- 
the issue of U.N. 


cuss 


weapons inspections. 

Secretary-General Kofi 
Annan also called on “all 
sides." presumably the 
United States and Iraq, to 
hold down their rhetoric. 
President Bill Clinton 
warned Iraq on Tuesday not 
to try and shoot down 
American U-2 planes flying 
surveillance missions over 
Iraq on behalf of the U.N. 
weapons inspectors. 

“Threats and counter- 
threats are not conducive to 
these kinds of negotia- 
tions.” U.N. chief Annan 
told reporters. “So* I appeal 
to everyone to restrain 
themselves and give the 
process a chance.” 

Iraq’s official news 
agency said the order for the 
Americans to leave by 
Thursday 1:00 a.m., Iraq 
local time, would be 
delayed “until the end of the 
discussion which will take 
place in the Security 
Council” after U.N. emis- 
saries return to New York 
from Baghdad. 

Diplomats from Algeria, 
Argentina and Sweden are 
due in Baghdad on 


Wednesday to urge the 
Iraqis to rescind their expul- 
sion order and comply with 
U.N. resolutions requiring 
they cooperate with U.N. 
weapons inspectors. 

They are expected to 
return to New York this 
weekend and brief the 
Security Council on 
Monday. U.N. spokesman 
Fred Eckhard announced 
the Iraqi decision Tuesday 
but said only that Mr. Annan 
had been assured the 
Americans could stay as 
long as the emissaries were 
in Baghdad. 

But it appeared the agree- 
ment with the Iraqis went 
beyond that, and that the 
United Nations had 
arranged a deal where Iraqi 
Deputy Prime Minister 
Tariq Aziz would come to 
New York to argue his gov- 
ernment’s case personally 
before the Security Council. 

The Iraqis claimed the 
American inspectors were 
delaying final certification 
that Iraq had fulfilled U.N. 
orders to destroy banned 
weapons. Only then will the 
council lift sanctions 
imposed in 1990 when 
President Saddam Hussein 
invaded Kuwait. 

The Iraqis also want a 
deadline on the duration of 
inspections. They hope 
Security Council members 
such as Russia, France and 
China will agree. Those 
countries have lucrative 


contracts waiting to kick in 
as soon as sanctions are lift- 
ed. 

Although the U.N. 
announcement had made no 
mention of Mr. Aziz’s visit, 
Mr. Annan confirmed that 
the Iraqi official would 
return to New York with the 
three-member U.N. media- 
tion team. 

“He is not excluded,” 
U.N. chief Annan said. “He 
had indicated that he would 
want to be here when the 
Security Council takes up 
the report of the mission ” 

The United States and 
Britain had insisted that 
there be no negotiations 
with Iraq on the weapons 
inspection issue. But 
France, Russia. C hina and 
Egypt have argued for 
patience with the Iraqis and 
have said Baghdad is mak- 
ing progress in complying 
with U.N. orders. 

The mission is a three- 
envoy team who will begin 
three days of talks with 
Iraqi leaders on Wednesday. 

The United Nations wants 
the three envoys to tell Iraq 
to call off its threat to expel 
Americans on U.N. arms 
inspections teams, as well 
as to allow U-2 flights over 
Iraq to continue without 
interference. 

The Security Council had 
warned of “serious conse- 
quences” if the expulsions 
are carried out. 

The Iraqi deputy prime 


minister would need a visa 
from the United States to 
enter the country. A U.S. 
diplomat, speaking on con- 
dition of anonymity, said he 
did not know’ whether the 
Mr. Aziz visit had been 
finalised. 

Mr. Annan said his envoys 
would “discuss with the 
Iraqi authorities the impor- 
tance of Iraq complying 
with Security Council reso- 
lutions governing the work 
of the U.N. team” and not 
negotiating new conditions. 

U.N. inspectors, speaking 
on condition of anonymity, 
say Iraq is far from comply- 
ing with even the minim al 
terms of the U.N. disarma- 
ment orders. 

In its statement, the Iraqi 
News Agency said the deci- 
sion to delay the expulsions 
was taken “with the wish to 
prepare the positive envi- 
ronment for the success of 
the mission sent by the sec- 
retary-general which will 
lead to the lifting of the 
oppression on Iraq.” mean- 
ing sanctions. 

Iraq claims it has com- 
plied and accuses the 
Americans of stalling in 
order to keep the “oppres- 
sive” sanctions in place. 





A veiled Muslim woman holds her son as she casts her vote at the Baqaa refugee 
camp, north of Amman, in the Jordanian elections, on Tuesday (Reuters photo) 


Crisis in Iraq overshadows 
foreign coverage of elections 


By Francesca Cuiad 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Just as the rain 
kept many voters away from 
the polls yesterday, the unfold- 
ing crisis between Iraq and the 
UN. occupied the minds of 
foreign correspondents, who 
were in town to cover the elec- 
tions. 

“Unfortunately, the 

Jordanian elections have been 
overshadowed by the Iraqi cri- 
sis, and correspondents who 
originally came here for the 
elections turned their attention 
towards Iraq,” said National 
Public Radio correspondent 
Eric Weiner. 

After Baghdad turned back 
three U.S. inspectors Sunday, 
many foreign media rushed to 
ask- for visas at the Iraqi 
embassy, but not as many for- 
eign journalists showed up 
yesterday at the Royal 
Cultural Centre (RCC), where 
a well-equipped information 
centre for the -elections was set 
up. 

But the new crisis in Iraq is 
not the only reason for foreign 
media's “apathetic” attitude 
to wands the elections. 

Many foreign correspon- 
dents described the election 
campaign as uninspiring and 
agreed that they did not see 
much enthusiasm in the streets 
of Amman or other cities. 

“1 feel a general apathy by 
Jordanians towards these elec- 
tions, which will translate into 
a low turnout,” said France’s 
Europe One Radio correspon- 
dent George Malbruno, who 
has been covering the Middle 
East for four years. 

An international magazine 


correspondent said he was 
having difficulties in convinc- 
ing his editors that “the story 
was worth it,” while a 
Canadian television reporter 
said she was going to file only 
rate report on the elections. 

Echoing other colleagues. 
Ml Malbruno said foe boycott 
by the Islamists and some left- 
leaning groups has deprived 
this year’s campaign of hot 
issues like the peace process 
and normalisation with Israel. 

In their coverage, corre- 
spondents said they cited the 
boycott as an important factor 
in foe elections of Jordan’s 
13fo Parliament 

“The boycott is a very sig- 
nificant aspect of these elec- 
tions, but it will take time to be 
clearly understood," com- 
mented Italian RAJ radio cor- 
respondent Riccardo 

Cristiano. 

It could made the begin- 
ning of a delicate phase in 
regime-opposition relations, 
especially because the 
Islamists will have to raise 
their voices in order to be 
heard from outside 
Parliament” he said. 

In addition to the withdraw- 
al of important political actors 
from the race, correspondents 
also believe that the stalemate 
in the peace process, and con- 
sequent increasing economic 
difficulties, have kept away 
many voters from the polls. 

“I feel the people in general, 
and foe middle class in partic- 
ular, are frustrated at the dete- 
riorating economic situation,” 
Mr. Malbruno told the Jordan 
Times. 

-. Correspondents described 
yesterday’s vote as “mainly 


tribal” and highlighted foe dis- 
crepancies between urban 
areas, where the turnout was 
lower, and traditional and 
rural area, that witnessed rela- 
tively higher turnout. 

Frankfurter Aflegmeine 
Middle East corespondent 
Wolfgang Kohler, who trav- 
elled around remote southern 
areas as well as densely popu- 
lated cities, said he found peo- 
ple in urban areas “more polit- 
ically aware and acting more 
as individuals rather than 
tribe-members.” 

According to Ml Kohler, a 
veteran of the Middle East, 
“there is a discrepancy 
between foe image of Jordan 
projected abroad and its reali- 
ty, which is one of a tribal 
society.” 

“Clearly people are still vot- 
ing along tribal lines,” agreed 
Mr. Weiner 

“I heard a lot of complaints 
' similar to those of American 
voters,” he added. 

In many cases, according to 
Ml Weiner, potential voters 
criticised candidates for 
empty slogans, without 
proposing concrete solutions 
to foe people's real problems. 

“Other people lamented lack 
of personal freedoms and free- 
dom of expression,” he added 

“Bat at least here they are 
able to express these ideas, 
while in other Arab countries 
this debate is not taking place 
openly.” 


Toujan loses 3rd District 
seat to rival Moula 


AMMAN (AFP) — 
Jordan’s only female 
elected member of 
Parliament, dubbed the 
Iron Lady by the coun- 
try’s press, lost her seat 
in Tuesday’s legislative 
elections. 

Toujan Faisal, one of 17 
women out of 524 candi- 
dates for the Lower 
House of Parliament. lost 
her seat in Amman’s 
Third District to inde- 
pendent Nayef Moula, 
officials said. 

Ms. Faisal — whose sis- 
ter Leila was also a can- 
didate and also lost — 


regularly spoke out 
against Prime Minister 
Abdul Salam Majali's 
government and had 
accused it of vote-rig- 
ging in the run-up to the 
election. 

No women won in 
Tuesday’s elections. 

Ms. Faisal. 48. was 
standing for a Circassian 
seat under a quota system 
for minority groups — 
Christians, in addition to 
Chechens and 

Circassians, descendants 
of migrants from the 
Caucasus in 19th century. 
Jordanian women were 


given the vote and the 
right to stand as candi- 
dates in 1974 but did not 
get the chance to exer- 
cise this freedom until 
the 1989 election, the 
first in 22 years, when 12 
female candidates stood. 
The country boasts one 
of the highest rates of 
women in the workforce 
in the Arab World and 
women have held promi- 
nent public positions, 
including posts as 
Cabinet ministers and 
senator. 


ELECTIONS 97 ROUNDUP 


Oran leads in Tafileh 


AMMAN (J.T.) — In the southern district of Tafileh. 
where 17 candidates were running for the three Muslim 
seats, Arab Land Parry Secretary General Mohammad 
Oran won with 2,967 votes, independent Islamist Abdullah 
Akaileh won with 2,104 votes and Sidqi Shabatat won with 
2,092 votes. 

Dr. Akaileh, a former Islamic Action Front OAF) deputy 
who was recently expelled from the Muslim Brotherhood 
for defying their boycott of the elections, is elected for the 
fourth time in a row. 

The voter turnout in Tafileh was the highest among all of 
Jordan’s constituencies with 72 per cent of the card-hold- 
ers casting their votes on Tuesday. 

However, Rateb Saoud, who was one of the 1 1 candidates 
countrywide running under the National Constitutional 
Party’s ticket, failed to collect enough votes, although he 
was expected to be a front-runner in Tafileh. 

Mohammad Daoudieh. who in the 1993 elections, won 
with 2,568 votes, but did not run this time. 


Souf refugee wins Jerash seat 

.AMMAN (J.T) — Out of the 22 candidates running for the 
two Muslim seats of the upgraded govemorate of Jerash. 
Riad Ahmad Othman, representing Jordanians of 
Palestinian origin won the elections with 4.335 votes. 

Othman relied mainly on the 5.000 votes of Souf refugee 
camp. 

Former Deputy and Minister of State Mufleh Ahmad 
Ruheimi won for the second time with a total of 4.192 
votes. 

. Ruheimi. one of the seven candidates representing the 
Bani Hassan tribe, who is also considered as a “stealth” 
candidate of the National Constitutional Party, had won the 
1993 elections with 4,893 votes. 

Jerash candidates were mainly comprised of indepen- 
dents who included no opposition figures or representa- 
tives of any party, which, according to observers would 
have jeopardised their tribal backing. 

According to statistics by the election's press centre, the 
number of registered voters in Jerash is 52.105. with a per- 
centage of 94. 1 1 collected cards. 


Ma’an’s win deprives 
Wadi Mousa, Shobak 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Fears by the people of Wadi Mousa and 
Shobak came true yesterday when all parliamentary seats in 
foe constituency of Ma’an went to candidates from the city of 
Ma’an itself, leaving the inhabitants of the two towns without 
representation in the Lower House. 

Former Ministry of Agriculture official Ahmad Abu Akalah 
won with 2767 votes. Professor of Shari’ah at Mu’tah 
University Walid Awajan won with 2345 votes, and school 
headmaster Nayef Abu Hilaleb won with 1,961 votes. 

With less than half of the votes in the district (6,900 in Wadi 
Mousa, 5,815 in Shobak), foe chance of the eight candidates 
from Wadi Mousa and Shobak were slim. Had any of the con- 
testants withdrew their candidacy, their chances to secure a seat 
in foe House would have been greater. 

In addition, tribes in the city of Ma’an were more coherent in 
their support for their candidates than tribes in the two neigh- 
bouring towns. 

“This is not fair.” complained a Wadi Mousa residenL 
“Tbere is no chance for Wadi Mousa and Shobak to win any 
seats in parliament as long as they are parr of foe Ma’an con- 
stituency” 

Awad Khleifat was foe first deputy to represent Wadi Mousa 
in parliament from 1993-1997 only after the people of the town 
nominated him as their single candidate. 


Hamameh wins 
Madaba Christian seat 


AMMAN (J.T.) — In Madaba. predictions proved correct, 
both for the Christian and die three Muslim seats allocated to 
this newly created constituency. 

Rivalries within the largest tribe, the Azizat, who split their 
votes among three candidates, favoured another tribe’s candi- 
date, Nasha'at Hamameh. 

Aphysician with a past as a Ba’athist militant. Mr. Hamameh 
was also the only politicised candidate of the seven contestants 
running for the Christian seat 

As for the rsvo allocated Muslim seats, one of them was won 
by former Mutism Brotherhood Deputy Mohammad Azaydeb 
13,664 votes), who was punished with expulsion for defying 
the movement’s boycott directive. 

Ml Azaydeh was a favourite not only for his political stands, 
but also for his strong tribal base. 

Engineer Ali Abu Rbeha won foe second Muslim seat, with 
2,785 votes. 

Ml Abu Rbeha was one of five nominees of the 30,000- 
strong Bani Hamida tribe, including former Minister of 
Labour Abdul Hafez Shakanbeh, Ibrahim BreizaL Jamal 
Rawahneh. Ali Hroui, a professor at Muta University. 


Former speaker retains seat 

AMMAN (J.T.) — In the Northern Bedouin District, 
incumbent Sa’d Havel Srour, former speaker of the Lower 
House retained his seat with 6.28 1 votes. Mr. Srour. a cen- 
trist. was facing a tough competition not only from the trib- 
al candidates in his constituency but also from his own 
brother, Abdullah, who is an engineer. 

The second seat allocated for foe Northern Bedouin 
District was secured by Deifallah K’eiber. also a centrist. 
Mr. Keiber won 4,683 votes. In foe 1993 elections, it was 
the late Nawaf Qadi from the powerful Bani Kahled clan 
who secured foe seat for foe first three years before he died 
from a heart attack on foe House's floor. His brother Trad 
Qadi, who this year did not run, won foe by-elections to 
replace the late deputy. 

The number of candidates in this constituency stood at 14 
after one candidate. Mohammad Salem Otheimat, with- 
drew from foe race. 

For many observers, the result in foe Central Bedouin 
District was a surprise. The traditional leaders and former 
deputies, Jamal Kbreisheh and Mohammad Adoub Ziben, 
lost their bid for two newcomers Saleh Jbour and Ghazi A1 
Fayez. Both deputies were running for the first time. 

In foe previous parliament, foe two seats were taken by 
Dr. Ziben, who won in the two previous parliaments in 
1989 and in 1993. but lost his bid this year and Mr. 
Khreisbeh, a candidate on the National Constitutional 
Party fNCP) ticket, who did not fare so well this time 
around . 

The Central Bedouin constituency is the only district of 
the three bedouin constituencies in which a woman candi- 
date. Insaf Ka'abneh. was competing among 20 contes- 
tants. 

The NCP lost its bid in foe Southern Bedouins District as 
well when it fielded former Deputy Mohammad Odeh 
Nijadat, The two bedouin seats went to tribal leaders 
Abdullah Jazi and Bakbit Manay’ah. Mr. Jazi. a centrist is 
a former minister of state and former secretary general of 
post and telecommunications. Mr. Manay’ah, a tribal 
Sheikh, was announced as an islamist deputy. 


Momani, Annab, Haddad win in Ajioun 

AMMAN (J.T.J — Hazem Momani won foe first of two 
Muslim seats in Ajioun with 3,353 votes, in Tuesdays elec- 
tions; and former Former 11th Parliament Deputy Ahmad 
Annab lived up to the expectations and won the second seat 
with 2395 votes. 

Hazem Momani got the lion’s share of votes relying mainlv 
on his tribe even though he is one of four Momani candidates 
contesting the parliamentary elections. 

Ajloun's only Christian seat contested by 14 candidates, 
went to Rida Haddad who won with only 885 votes. 

According to official data, foe total of registered votes in 
Ajioun is 55.488 and 94.8 1 collected their cards. 

(Continued on page 7) 



Ukrainian elderly 
prevent robbers 
snatching pensions 

KIEV (AFPi — A group of 
elder!} Ukrainians fought off 
two masked robbers aimed 
with imitation shot-guns, as 
the} tried to snatch money for 
paying their old-age pen- 
sions. foe press repotted 
Tuesday The pair made their 
way into a post office after 
drinking a Kittle of vodka and 
attempted to make off wjft 
the money fty pens*® 
which are often paid several 
months Luc in Ukraine. 

■as the intruders attempted to 
flee, several dozen pensioner 
surrounded than and began 
hitting them. Police subse- 
quent!} arrested two men. 
aged 23 and 25. who bow 
face up ro five years in jafl. 

Britain starts 
crime-busting 
group run by kids 

LONDON ( .AFP \ — A group 
of 12 children are about to 
become Britain’s first “citi- 
zens* jury" made up of 
minors in a novel attempt to 
help fight crime in the coun- 
try. The group, which will be 
drawn from a northern 
English mining town. 
Grimefoorpe, will meet Nov. 

1 9 and 2 1 . hearing lestimooy 
from police and other offi- 
cials involved in crime-bast- 
ing operations before coming 
up with a plan on how to 
improve the task. The plan 
will particularly look at tack- 
ling the illegal drug trade and 
will be presented to anorizr 
group of (adult.) poliarius. 
businessmen and local asso- 
ciations. Organised by 
Grimefoorpe's authorities and 
backed by foe govemmeta, 
foe “jury" idea has already 
attracted 400 applications 
from youngsters aged 
between 11 and 16 who v>m 
to take part. Similar chil- 
dren’s working group? 
already exist in Germany ana 
the United States. 

Bobbitt to abandon 
glitz of show biz 

WASHINGTON (AFP) - 
John Way ne Bobbitt, who 
achieved global name recog- 
nition when his wife, Lorena. 
severed his penis in a marital 
dispute, is set to abandon foe 
glitz of show business for a 
more simple life. Saving he’s 
through with the talk-show 
circuit and porno films. 
Bobbitt, 30. moved Iasi month 
from Las Vegas to Fallon, a 
small farm town in northern 
Nev ada where four of his foe 
brothers live. He plans to find 
a job and go fishing and 
camping. “I want people to 
get to know me for who I am 
and not what the media make 
me out to be. I want ro let foe 
past be gone and move on," 
he told foe Lahontan Valley 
News and Fallon Eagle 
Standard. ‘T did a couple of 
adult movies but doYiot want 
to make a career out of & 
because my parents didn't 
want me to. - ’ he said. Bobbitt 
said he is also writing a book 
about his life and former wife. 

No sex please, 
we’re sight-seeing 

LONDON ( AFP) — Plumber 
Dave Gardner, his wife ®d 
fam ily. recently saw more th® 
they bargained for on a sight- 
seeing lour of St Paul s 
Cathedral in London .when « 
they stumbled on a couple 
having sex behind the cathe- 
dral's American Memorial. 
Gardner, who lodged an offi- 
cial complaint with the cathe- 
dral's registrar, told the 
Tuesday edition of the Daffy 
Mail: "It was absolutely outra- 
geous. It was obvious v *h aI 
they were doing.” The coupfc 
were ordered out and a 
stunned Dean of Sl PhuTs. the 
Very Reverend John Moss, 
said the incident was bog 
investigated Noting foal 
cathedral was always feD °* 
tourists, the dean said 
would have had to be 
desperate” although & 
acknowledged tire Amet^ 
Memorial was one of fooj®? 
visited parts of the cafoedfl* 
Kissing in the wbisp®?° 
gallery is one thing, he sa» 
but this was “gras and tbej? 
nothing that can justify befiS'J 
inur of that kind in a ff&r* 
place." 
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